OPENING OF THE Te & G. SULLDING, HOBART
PLACE, CANJERKA, ON 20TH MARCH, 1963.

Speech by the Frime Minister, the Lt. lon. Jirx Robert Menzies
Mr, drain and Gentlemens

For a long time now I have regirded Hugh Srain
as a good friend, Whether I can still put him in that
cate ory will depend entirely on the close study that I will
give to the full text of his speech (Laughter) when it is
available to me.

Anyhow, I am free to admit that this 1is M"‘
duy for him; it's a good duy for Canberrag it's a day
for life assurancej it's a 0od day all round. ile, obviously,
has been cramming up part of the history of Canberra. . came
here myself, a relatively new boy, in 193+, so that you can
realise tha{ having been here, engaged very actively in
national political affairs for twentynine years, you will
understand pe:fectly why so many people refer to me in the
venerable sense. (Ilaughter)

At that time there were a few thousand people
here. There were a few shops., The residential areas wore
quite smally the great dowlsmont in Canberra has in fact
occurred since the war. And t a marvellous develomment
it 1s. I lknow that only twelve years ago - I think I am
right in saying - there hadn't been a new shop, for exanple,
a new place of business built in Canberra for a long, long
time, for obvious reasons. Now, Ifind that if I go awvay
for the weokend, which I do ocoasionally to visit one of
the more degenerate capitals like Melbourne or Sydney, when
I come back there is another incipient skyscraper be ng
to show up on the landscape. The development in this place
has been phenomenal. That is to a very large measure due
to the wisdom of the Goverrment in appointing John Overall
to conduct a Commission and its equal wisdom in ziving him
what I might describe, with agologies to the Ireasurer, as
adequate financial backing. (Laughter)

And one thinhload: to another, and the result
is we have these great office buildings, we have these great
estublishments rising up in Canberra, so that more and nore
people are begin :ing to understand that this is not just

some funny l1ittle village, tucked away in the country rather
to be resented by the existinz States, but that it is
increasingly a national capital and will take its place in
the 1ife of the nation so that as soon as we become accustomed
to thinking nationally rather than parochially, which is

wery important, it will take its place in the life of
astralia just as <ashington does in the United States and,
g::g‘ just as London does in the life of the United

And I think that it is a marvellous thing that
this great mowement in Canberra should have been powerfully
assisted by imaginative men of affairs conducting great
existing institutions. And the T. & .. is one of them.

The T. & G. not only makes its own mark in Canberra, but it
helps to make a mark for Canberra. This is a real contribu-
tion to the history of the capital city of what will be in
due course one of the great mations of the world. (Hear, heur)

And so this is, in that sense, an historic event.
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It 1s also, I imugine, quite historic in the
individual history of the T, & G., because whenaver I have to
perform one of these rather agreeable tasks, somebody is bound
to send me vhat they call some documentation on the matter,
beginning in this case with the list of the Directors. I read
that 1ist and I recoiled a 1ittle because I knew most, if not
all, of them. (Laughter) I said to myself, "Well, he's zot
on. Yes, that's right." (Laughter) Bat in particular, I was
fascinated to get, for the first time, a clear oxplamtion of
how this became to be known as the "Temperance and General" -
the T. % G., and I found to my intense satisfaction that at the
time I was ﬂorn the total funds were roughly a gquarter of a
million and thal sembership was confined to total abstainers.
Well, of course, at that time, let me soe .... I sould be a
coupio of years old ..... I was a total abstainer; (Laughter)
therefore well 11ified for membershi.. But then I looked back
at the list of Board of Directors (Laughter) and I thought,
"Ha, ha, Changes have come about in the world." And so, quite
true at a certain stase in the history of the Soclety, tl’xose
who drink fermented, malt or spirituous liquors were admitted
to the benefits of ‘ho T. & Go Whether that is the cause or
not, I would bate to say, because I don't want to become involved
in more arguments than I am already involved in, but I do notice
that wvhereas the funds were a quarter of a nillfon, they are now
to be counted in undreds of millions. The growth of this Soclety
::s been phenomenal. That I think is a matter for great satisfac-

on.

The third thing that pleases me is that this is not
the only Society of its kind in Australia. There are others,
some of the great ones exhibiting similar growth in modern times.
That makes one say to oneself, "What is the great advantage of
this?" And, of course, you are quite right, Jir. The great
advantage of this is that, as the practioce o{‘ assuranoe of this
kind grows, so does the alabuity of the community grow, and
I am old-fashioned enocuzh to believe that the foundation for
future tremendous national growth is a good stable foundation,
and the stability of this country, the stability of families,
the stability of individuals, the stability of governments is
intimately wrapped up with the widespread acceptanoce in Australia
of the practios of life assursnece, i don't think it exists in
other countries. I don't know, I have no statisties. I have
alvays had a feeling it doesn't exist in many other countries to
the extent that it does here; because I know, to take myself as
an example, most of us of my gencration in the twentlies were
taking out some life assurance, as much as we could afford to
take, knowing in the back of our minds that some day that would

ve us a feeling of security and stability that might set us
e for other more enterprising activities in ouw own lives.

Therefore, I think that this country, this society
of people owes a tremendous debt to the ima inatiwve people
who, in the last century, set about creating life assurance
practices in Austrolia. The; must have been regarded as rather
odd fellows, in & sense adventurers - “Well how are you going
to get poopie to pay you premiums?* "How do you know you will
ever be able to meet the sum assured? “Until you have developed
a large volume of business how do ¥ou suppose you are going to
get the confidence of individuals? I xnow this is true,
looking back over the history of life assurance socleties. But
the people who began them, they had some imagination, they had
couragze and their courage has n rewarded in the hands of
their desoendants and in the pockets and lives of the people
of Australia.
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The otmmu?lmttouyum“
It is perbeps seme g that perfectly illustrates the

kind of theme timt 1 have been talking about. I am a

great believer in ocontimuity. Some pecople may say, “Oh,
vell, he's a great traditiomalist.” Yes, I am, 1} you
1ike. It Mm'tmummtxm'l recognise changs.
I have beenn responsible for quite a few myself in my own
time. But I am a treditionalist in this sense that 1 believe
that a sense of eontinmity in the minds of men and women

is one of the great assets of life. Ve didn't

pop up and will disappsar tomorrow. e are not here today
and gone tomorrow. Ue are in a eontinuous proocsssion of
people, and we san look dack on fathers and thers
aumluummtmmmm to vhat our
own grandehildren or greatgrandchildren may be doing and
1ike to feel that they are all in something that they are
d;tom:atoamu. T I think, is of the essence
of sanity.

his,

I hawe said before today that anybody who eares
to read the great spesches of Winstom Chmrehill im 1940 and
19%1, 19%2 and eares to go back and read the great speeches
of the younger Pitt at the time of the Napolsomie threat of
the invasion of Great Britain will find sagje tlnnﬁn
them, differen expressed, each araishing 1t with

own eloquense) same ptlnn the

Thistle (lsughter) but a falr °

and that's a jolly good thing. It's a splendid thing to
think that a ety of this kind now so tremendously strong,
80 able to be Vi catupuung has been the yesult
of work and devotiom and eourage o ﬁopurtofpnouuon
after generation.

8ir, I am delighted to be here. [ esmpliment
the ‘oclety om this remarimble achievement and I wish you
the greatest possible success.




