SPRINGVALE HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH NIGRT
HELD AT SPRINGVALE, VICTORIA, ON
12TH DECEMBER, 1962

SReech by _the Prime Minister, the At. Fon. R.G. Mencies

It seems to me that I have to make a personal
explanation about vhat we say in Parlisament when we pretend
that somebody has misvepresented us. I ought to explain how
I coge to be here becsuse this is quite a story.

Last week at four o'clock in the morning, om Friday ....
(I remember it well because as I wvas going home to the Lodue,
the birds were twittering in the trees (Laughter) and the dawn
vas ooming in from the east, oddly enocugh (laughter) - and I
very seldom sce the dawn bresk) but the reason for it was that
at four o'clock im the morning on Friday we were just finishing
the Parliamentary Session and I was wishing every & very,
Verylgnpyy Christmas (Loughter) and hoping a little for one
myself.

You know, Members of Parliament, let it be admitted,
have a lot in common with schoolboys. I say nothing about
sochoolgirls. I have never dared to pretend that I uadersteod
vhat vent on in their minds, dut I know something about schoolboys
(Laughter) and you fellows know gortbctly well, don’t you, how
there is a temptation to leave it and leave it and leuve {t until
the examinations are looming up and then work like mad to catch
up the arrears. How that 13 exactly vhat we do in Parliament.
(Laughter) We go along fairly leisurely, week after week,
week after week, and in the last week, the Minister in Chargs of
the Houss says, "wWell, if we are going to get through by
morning, boys, ve'd better have a few late ones.” And we then

rooesed to -1{ up until all serts of absurd hours. And so on
iday morning, at four o'clock in the morning, the Session ended
and I wvent Home,

And yesterday, we had the last Cabinet Meeting - I
hope - (Laughter) befors Christmas and we finished at samething
after eleven o'clock last night, and whon we had all vished each
other a Merry Christmas and hoped that we wouldn'’t see each other
again in the Cabinet room for quite a time, two or three of my
colleagues said to me, "Well suppose you'll talke 2 few days
off now.," “dell,” I said, "I'm going to 3 .f:l. tomorrow
night to a school speech night®, and I don't admitting to
you that they looked at me as 1f I needed some medical attention
(Laughter). "But why? they said, "Why must you go - waat have
you got to do with Springvale?® %o which I replied, ™dell,
nothing yet but ...." (laughter) I said, "I am going to Springvale,
to the High 8chool, for a wariety of reasons, ut perhaps the
»ost oompelling one is that I happen to be an old fri of the
Headmaster, and the Headmaster is, {n ny g:'nion not only a
talented and devoted teacher, but he's a tr{ond and a
great citisen.” (Applause) Aad I said, "I think that's not a
bad reason for goimng out.” Bat as he has besn speaking tonight,
I've thought of one or two additional matters.

After I had left a State school in Ballareat, I went to
& little secondary school vhich disappeared many years ago, but
was then just struggling towards its close. I don't suppose we
had more 32 or 35 at the school at that stage. There
were six doing Intermediate or what was then ealled Junior Publiec.
I notice, Sir, that you have got through 112 in Intermediate.
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What a community of scholars you are - 112! - and rifty
something in Leaving. We had six. You might say, "vell
that's Bﬂt:{ poor. That must have been a miserable lithe
school.® But I want to remind you that the quality of a
school depends on the guality of the people who go through it,
and the suceess of s school, in the long run, won't depend
just on mwmbers, it will depend upon you - s few dozen of yom
in this room tenight: and the kind of things you do in the
world for the benefit of mankind - let's hops -~ for out of the
8ix vho were in that Junior Public class, four were Final
Honours scholars in their courses at the University. Four out
of six. I know that Ddesause I happen to be one of them,
(Applause) And, Sir, that weans that we must never be bemused
by numbers,

I am talking to ths Loys and girls tonight. DBeing
a parent, and a grendparent, mysell, I know that most of us
in thut rank are beyond redemption. You know, we have settled
into our lwhits of mind, vhatever they moy be. I am talking
to the bays and 1s. Rewer sllow yourselwves to think that
something wond that bas to somebrd) else can't
happen to you. HNever get inte freame of mind of thinking
that there are some m- in the world who are lucky enc.gh
to do things and tha s is purely a matter of lueck.

Hoere is a school of 1,000, This is a wery big
school and it will be bigger in i‘oturo I fear, because all
schools tend to get a 1ittle bigger. &n thousand! I want
you to realise that in this wery thousand, there are boys and
girls vho some day as men and women will ‘e oslebrated people -
people of great significance, people of great infiuence,
people of great quality; and that apart altogsther from the
ones vho may get their names in the newspapers - which, I assure
you, is not very hard to do - apart altogether from those,
there will be hundreds who will never get their names into the
newspapers, but who will be helping to keep the world moving
and keep it a good place to live in. Therefore, don't
underestimate yoarselvosy don't underestimate your chanoes.

Now, having said that, I just want to offer a few
homely obum{im about the thfnp that we all disliked when
I was at school and that, for all 1 know, many of you dislike
today. For example, I duys wanted to 2 lawyer - a very
decent ambition, I think. I wanted to be a lawyer. I wasn't
interested in anything else. And I hated having mathematics
drwmmed into me. 1 suppose some of you chaps 0. I don't know -
you might all be scientific geniuses, but 1 hated having
mathematics drumeed into me and I might have been heard te

say, "Oh, what's the use of this, I want to be a lawyer,
Lavyers aon't havwe to work out sums. Lewyers don't haw o
engape in all the tricks of a mathematiocel trade. Why should

I worry?™ And, of course, it wasn't long after 1 became &
hﬂnmtlmlimmmlsmafultopnph
who had made me study msthematics because there is no near
encugh about mathematics. You are right or you are wrong.

You ean't ride off by saying, "Well, you know what 1 mean,"
or'!oukmv,mptthopmnlﬂa'htbm.

You can't do that with maths. You are right or you are wrong.
Your mind is vorking with precision or it isn't. And, believe
me, 1f you are going to be a lawyer, for example, you will need
to have a considerable amoumt of precision in your mind.

The world i3 full of inaccurate thinkers. The world is full
of people who have siove minds say “It's enough.
It's near smough.” You ny tlp. The day oome ,
vhatever you do, when you will be very thankful that you were
required under soms form of ocompulsion to do some study which
was in its nature exaect.
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And then I have heard people - 1 have seen them in
ny own home and elsevhere - who took great exoeptiom to having
to learn postry hy heart. Any of you like that? I daresay.
In m at school in Melbourne, they had an examination of
the ::u Soelety. Perhaps, Headmaster, it still goes on,
does it? the play, the Shakeapeare play for the year, was
the set piece, 80 speak, and 1f you wanted to enter for the
Shakespeare's Sosiety mfnntion, you had to learn and be
prepared to write dcm on demand from the examiners, 3,000
lines of thsoghy. I had a pretty RONOTY, 80 i could
learn my 3,000 lines. Do you know, I don‘t regard it, lookin
back on it, as a diffienlt s An unpleasant ¢ 1 don®
understand the point of view of people who say, * » WYY
should I have to learn poetry by heart. I am not geing to be
an actor. 1 am not goin: to be a m.' Let me. tell you that
vbhen you are as 014 as I em - you s & vhite-haired old
doddering fellov like me - you will be wvery grateful that you
learnt a lot of things by heert. You will find them coming
back into your mind, You will find that thay are tremendous

company.

You know, Sir Archibald Wavell - later Loxd Wavell,
the great soldier in the Middle East in the last war - published
an anthology of try, a fairly considerable one, a beautiful
selection of sh verse and included in it nothing that
he didn't know by heart. Here's a great soldier, heavily
conosrned vith matters of war, going through many dark perieds
in the Middle East, well before £l Alamein in the last wvar, and
yet that man refreshed his mind and cheered up his spirit
the recollection in quietness of the poetry he had learnt by
heart. And I repeat, the only ones in the book are the ones
that he oould set out by heart. Therefore don't regret what
you 4o in that fleld,

And then, thirdly, might I say soms thing adbout this.
Good speech is unduly neglected, I think today. Thers are too
many people who think it 1s snough to talk out of the
corner of their mouths and to offer up something that sounds
1ike Hottentot and who, on being questioned will say, “Well
you knov vhat I mean® out of the corner of their mou ]
is no good. Our language is, I believe, somewhat dogmatically,
the greatest and most flexible languaze in the world. It is a
marvellous langnege, and wvhatever you do in life, you will find
that you can do it better and achieve better results in the
doing of it 4f you can explainm yourself to other people, if you

eonvey ideas to other people. And if yom are going to do
that, must have some ru?cct for the langaage. Don't
be one of ¢ lomtom-llctmmgtothboyaa

who thinks that 4f he speaks correct nglish, he'll be regarded
as a bit odd, because correct English is the smallest dedt that
we owe to the langua_ e that has been bequeathed to us by our
forefathers,

I wonder, Sir, 1f I could just illustrate that a
1little without taking too long. Over here there is a University -
Monash University - named after Sir John Monash, Sir John Monash
vas a magnificent engineer. He was & Zroat authority on mcnt
jore., He was a very great soldier, many would say one of
greatest soldiers in the Englisk-speaking world in this ocentury.
A wery remarkable man. I was among the perhaps limited mmmper of
people who knsw that on top of all those things he was a magnific
adwooate. 'e oould put & case, he could explain himself with
such clarity, vith such persuasivensss that if you went into a
1ittle audience and iistened to Monash, doudting him, you always
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oan¢ out oompletely convinced that he knew what he was

about and that he was right. This is an aspect of his life that
18 not very ocommonly known. I would venture to suy, speaking
without authority, that Monash's snormous achievements in war
would not have beem possible unless he had developed hig capacity
for speech and expression to the point that he ultimately reached,
Worth remembering that tecmuse there are other things about him
that are better known,

1 mentioned Lord wWawell just now., Wawvell was a
vonderful example of a strangs mixture because by word of mouth
he ocouldn't explain himself at all. To have a conversation with
him, as I had many times early in 1941, was a trying experience
because you would say something, umztg invoking a reply and
Wavell would just look at you and say, *Oh," or "Ma" or something
like that, But vhen he sat down in front of a plece of paper
to vrite a despatah or to write anything, he wrote like an angel.
Here again, a man vho understood the snormous imporpeance of our

langnage.

And than, of course boys and girls, the preatest
example of the lot -~ Winstom Churchill, There may have been
many men vho knew as much sbout running a war as Winston Churchill,
There may have been many men who knew as much as he did or more
about romning a Parliament. Yet there was nobody on earth who,
when it csme to the point of erisis, who could stand up in
Parliament or behind a r..ocrophone and talk to the entire world
with such moving and yet simple elogquencs. If Winston Churehill
had not, wvhen he was your age, set out to malke himselfl a master
of his own language and a master of the literary resources of
his own language, I don't think he ecould have done what he did
in the last war, and if he coulda't have done what he did in the
last var, then lho wvhole history of the world today mizht have

been grievously changed.

Bow, Sir, I won't labour that matter. I will just
ond up where I belan ly saying to you, "Don‘t maks up your minds
that you are just going to be the same as everybody else." There
are pleaty of people in the world who are just the same as
overybody else., Make :{ your mind down inside your heart that
you are going to be a bit differeat, that are going to do
something different, and vhen people say, s he's different®,
forget about it. If will be a very good thing to be. What we
want in this ocountry, vhat the world wvants is a lot of people
who are different, vﬁl are individual husan deings, who have
their own character and their own quality and their own ambition.
You will have a lot of older pecple who will say to you about
yourself or about some friemd of yours, "Oh, he's very ambitious,”
asg if that word wvas some disreputable., Delieve me, ambition
18 a great thing im the worl Not conceit, not silly vanity,
but ambition - a belief down inside yournl* that there are some
things that yom can 4o and you are determined to do them; these
are gﬂ things that sake the world move on, and in dne oourse vhen
this sohool 1is seventy years old and not seven or eight or vhatever
it may be, there will bs another Headmaster addressing another
sudisnce vith other sets of parents. I bdelieve that if you do
vbat I haw been rether prosily advising you to do, that Headmaster
will be able to say in his report that in the last seventy years
of its history, this school has produced A, B, C, D, E - immense
achievements, great centribution to social 11de,’a great contribution
to politioal life, but above all a gresat mtri‘uuon to human
life, the mﬂ.&u of justioce vhich ocan only be preserved if
you all set out be individuals, to be yoursslves and not to be
afraid.




