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LM, No. 91/1962,

AUSTHALTAN WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

Statement by the Prime Minister, tne at, Hon. B. G. Menzie:
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The first meeting of the Australian
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Resgources Councii is expected 1o be held early in t
Year,

As I announced in the policy Speech last
November, tvhe Government considers that macninery should be
set up to ensure that the highest level of basic information
onn Australian water resouirces is cecurzd and made available,
Discussicns have since taken 1lace beitwsen Commonwealtn and
State NMinisters directly ccncerned with water rescurces and
all Governments have now egreed to the formzticn of a Council
Tor this purposc,

This decision is to be welcomed, water is a
vital factor in development and wo need to know a great deal
mere in detall accut our waicr rCSOULCES. The Council sheuld
provide tne means Dor hthis to be done in a coemprencnsive and
systematic way., While ths Council cannot be expected tc achieve
spectacular or quick @esults in such a field, the results of
its work sheculd be inveluable.

The Couricil will comprise the Minister for
National Deveclopment ag Chaimwan, the Minister for Territorics,
and tne Minister-in-charge of water supplies from each State,
Frovision has becen made for Ministers responsible for closcly
rclated activities to be co-opied when proolems of particular
concern to them ere under discussion, The Council will be

assisted by a Standing Committce of Commoawealith and State

ofiicers,

CANBERRA,
28th November, 19262,




