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Thae first mneeting- of the Australian 'iiater

Resources Council is exoeCted. to be held early in the New~

Year.

As I announce. in the Policy Speechi last

November, t~he Governiroent conasiders that macniiiery should be

set up to ensure tha,,t the igetle-wel. of basic information

on Australian water rc-So'tuoces is,- securad and mnade av,,ailable0

Discussi.cns have since taken j--lace between Commponwealth and

State Ministers directycnc:'edwt water resources and

all Gover-nment11s have nr.,v agrood to the -formation of' a Council

-for th-'is Purpose,

Th-is de cision is to be wclconec 0  !Wa tor is a

vfital factor in de volopinient alnd we need to know a great deal

more 4i detail abu:our watcor! resoulrceso The C,:uncil should

provide the masfor th,,is to boe done in a compr u,"ens ive and

systematic way, -thijo1, t he- Couricil. cannot be expected to achieve

spectacular or quick resuts Jin such a field., thne results of

it'-s work should be invseluab_-L.,-

The Coun~cil. will compr-ise the Minister for

National Development is Chairm Jan, the 1\inistor for Territorios,

and the Mirnis-t'er-in-chargc of water. supplies from each State.

Pr ovision has been i-acjo for Ministers responsible for closely

rela ted actidvities to be co-opted whon problems of particular

concorn -to them are under discussion. Thc Council will be

assisted by a Standing Committee of Commonwrealth and State

.Lcers"
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