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flEPi'PZT1TRB OFTLFHKJtTc-( AND CQ.TE-EI- OF'

Stateoment by thc Acting Prif-.e Minister and the MJnister
for Mational DeveloprLunt, Sona,-tor k7.H Ii Ep ener, M.M.

Tho King ,,nd Queen of" Thaila-ndis Au-,tra-liar "our had

strengthened the bonid of friendshi-p and unde~rstanding between

the two countries, the A'cting Prime Minister, Scnator S~aooncr,

said tonight.

He was spjeakin' on the eve of the Thai Royal couplets

depoarture fop home. They are du-e. to leave Perth by air fcr

Bangkok tomorrow morning (IMor 8 1'iesterrn A1ustralian time).

Senator Spooner said the tour had been an unqualified

success fromn everybody's point of viow,;,

"We all feel t'hat vie have -boon hosts to a R~oyal couple

whose qUalitieS are such as to endear them to the A.ustrnlian

i~n every walk of life," he said.~

"As la result of the tour, AustI'tajinns have lear-ned more

about the Thai pJeop.Te. cnd have been insp-P.---d with a desire

to learn even more.

"Thi ij~n [Ieul'1nr, thn visnit of T1iP-..- ln jo-stl~ec has brought

Thila-1nd closer to the :7arents afnd families of those

I'llstr lian serviemen nov; surving over there", the A'cting

Prime Minister said,

"Tho King c-nd Quaeeni have mad-e a signifi.;ant~ contribution

towards stro-,ngL-honinC the links thfc.T bind our two countries,

We are pnrtners in S.E.A.T2.O, With air travel, we are

vertually next d~oer neigh1"bours in S.E. sa

"It caln do nothing but good that we are now getting to

know one another b)etter. Aready ther. are many Tha-i students

in this cc-untry. They have becn welcome !and they will always

we:come. t

Senator S-ooner, w ,ith Mrs. Sjpooncr, will farewell the

Royal couple at Perth airlport tomorrow morning.
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