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DEP.ARTURE  OF THR KING AND CULEN Cr
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Statcment by the icting Prine Minister and the Minister
for National Development, Senator W,H, Spocner, M.M,

The King and Queen cof Thailand's fustralicn tour had
strengthened the bead cf friendship and understanding between
the two countries, the scting Prime Minister, Scnator Bpooner,
said tonight,

He was speaking on the eve of the Thai Royel couple's
departure for hcme. They are dus to leave Perth by air fcr .
Eongkok temorrow mornirg (Meri; 8 a,m, Western Australian time).

Senator Spooner saic the tour had Teen an unqualified
success from everybody's point of viecw,

"We all fecl that we have wcen hosts *n a Royal couple
whose qualities are such as to endecar them to the Australian
in every walk of 1life," Lhe soid,

"As n result of the tour, Ausbtialians have learned more
about thc Thai peopie, ond have heen inspired with o desire
to ilearn even morc.

"Th parbticular, the visit of Their Mnjestiec has brought
Phailond closer to the parents and fomilies of those
Lustralinn servicemen now serving over there", the jcting
Prime Minister said.

"The Ling ond Jueen have made a significant contribution
fowards streagihconing the links thot bind our two countries
We are paritners in S.E.A.T.0, With air troavel, we are
vertually next door neighbours in S.E, /Asia,

"T+ con do nothing but good that we arc now getting to
know cne annther wetter, rslready theece are many Thai students
in this ccuntry, They have been welcome and they will always
Te welccmes'

Senatcr Sypooner, with Mrs, Spooner, will farcwell the

Royal couple ot Perth airport tomorrow morning,
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