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OPKNING OF CYRIL ROS:N3AUM MMORIAL
4IG AT SIR MOSES NONTRFIORE JEWISH
ROME, BUNTEHS HiLig HeSers

ON "19TR AUGUST, §

3neesh by the Prime Ministerx, the Rt.Hon. H.G. Menzies

Nr. Chairman, Rabbi Porush, Rabbi Brssch, Mr. Hayor,
Parliamentary Colleagues, fad:.u and Gentlemen g

Ithhkl:ou‘ttobounw‘rmshdtoﬂn
beginning (there's semething to be said for that) and thank
the Mayor for his weloome to this eld and famous mmnicipality.
I alvays kmow that it was old; I read about it in the early
‘ alstory of Sydnay, and 1 had no idea that {t hed been prosperous
850 long wntil I sav his Mayoral chain. (Laughter) I gathered
that there were 65 affairs - vhatever you aall them - oa 1t,
. all looking remarkably like gold.

in the oourse of a year as I 4o probably repeats himself most

in a city ealled Ballarat vhich,
know, 1is in the 8tate of Vietoria, there was
biading-100king, dreary vhich

sealised vhat a shaddy affair

S vermant 'Denar taent.

ffect on me., If £t de & high-
di1d to the le who lived in it
his has always been & little
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in the soeial service fleld. My vife produeed t that
ultima the door because she said, "You know, I hear
& lot of about pensions and about other forms of ‘omﬁt,

htdommtbmntpnnuorm potting o0ld? It 1is

¢t 418 their own space

wvhere they ean live with other mhut still maintasin their |
t how you oan do it, but that

And out of that emerged

this scheme.
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It began bty a provision that vhere primarily religious
and charitable organisations wanted to establish a Home tar‘i
elderly people, we would subsidise te the extunt of pound for

o It wvas slow to get going. It is interesting ¢o look
ck on 1%, bt the first I don't think that we laid out
falf of what we had antieipated, but it takes a little
¢ takes s 1ittle time

and the amoumt i3 groving, and 1 want to tell you that every
time, Treasurers get paler and paler and their
mo:.rt .ﬁlu and paler. Items of expenditure are
investip egations of extrevaganee fly ?nto freely around
the room, h‘uthun-notapomvort. It oan double and
we'll be happy. (Applause).

The seeond thing that it dess, I believe, is to give
an opportunity to generously-ainded s Whother they are
rich or not 80 rieh or poor, to do some at a2 ssarifios to
themselves with the knowvledge that its effect will be trebdled
and therefore nothing that they 4o is gquite small. This, I
think, is a stisalating idea.

Of eourse, Sir, the Jewish eommmanity whi 1ike the
Soou,hsmaumuy‘a-umdofmaut e mean -
you have heard that allegation, haven't you? - the two most
charitable reces in the warld ‘-n alwvays been aecused of being
a little close, o, as they would say in Scotland, & 1little
nes?. Bat your esammnity has a record of social responsibiiity,
{:umrueozummumaxmumnodm
modern histery of the world, It alwmys gives me groat
prm.....lhnvohotoomh-rotznmnaoromnudor
another for the Jewish community here snd elsevherc and I must
say that I always go vith a hi feeling of pride that 1 am the
that produces people of such generosity and
imagination. Of course here today you have it in a big way.
what Mr, Rossenbsum is prepared
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to leave a vast fortune to their childrem who as a rule dissipate
4t vithin two generations., We have seen & lot of 11k
that. It's a wonderful thing to see a man going 13 11fe

who has money, vho has worked for it, who has acommlated some
money, vho finds his highest in

giving 1t aay in circumstances that

of pleasure fOor as many people as possible. (Applause)

Jmnquckglmoarumduru-ommdiuudmt
parsimonious fellow, Sir Adolph Dasser was here. (Applause)
It 1m'trorntnn¢th-tmre-n1‘ym such
Zoopl.ouul\m-ahm Brud:vuwntu’b:o aloquanyl I
hought he put his fingsr on the reason it. I realised for
the mcmqnohdtbm. that vith you, charity
is not just a 88. it 18 in a true sense a duty. Aind
tm:utbmtulnlmun;mutmwumtbntl
have heard. It explains 80 much.
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Ho also referred - or was it Rabbd Porush? - to
the eloment of dignity., Bew this is it about these Homes...
You know the old institutionsl idea of people just herded
together, given the minimum of attention, with all the eold
aurs of officialdom about 1t, decause orhdalm has to be
00ld, that's the vay it is built - but today in Romes like
this we have aimod at preserving tho digity of man, the
dignity of woman, insteud of hording them together as if they
were now at the end of their run and could be forgotten or
treated as mmbers in a book. But human beings, living in
a state of civilisation, 1iving in a state of dgut.y, mecting
their friends, living the same kind of lives as they have
alwvays wanted to live and doing this in oirommstances of
beauty and pleasure and social intercourse and dignity - this
is 4it., When a man loses his dignity -~ I don®t mean iy,
that's a detestable ¢t - the moment & man leses mr
dignity, he loses much of his manhood, 1It's essential to
preserve it. We may all thank God that we have in our commmnity
am&:uumpooplowutha divine understanding
of se matters and & villingness to make poworful eontributions
to ashieving the results.

8ir, 18's a very great pleasure to be here again,
1 marvel more and more at vhat your cosmunity has been able to
do and vhen I say your community, no-ons knows hetter than I do
that 1t has not made itself somelhing apart in
has infused its influence throughout iustyslia. Te o dack a
litmunltmmmtoomlmmm

early thirties, not 50 many, relatively few. The rmbers have
increased wry oconsiderably since then. Soma, of osurse, have
bmbnthrulmandforummdouthtt uk:w

re are others

this 13, in a true sense, their own ocountry,and the
vho bawe arrived eulpnu{uoly recently vwho a
1little diffident, vho may coms from countries vhere their owun
race and their own religion have been abused, and sometimes
tortured - all these things we have in mind, But to all of

you I say, "Forget all about that. This is & venderful country.

A wonderful coumtry.” (Applawse) It is only fools who nurture
prejudioces fn a coun 1ikes Austrulia. Somebody oocasionally
says to me, "Do you there is any enti-Semitism in Australia?”
Kyr;{uu *Look, 1f I thought there were, 1 should mave
sleepless nights. I couldntt imsgine anyth{ng more stupid.”™
Because here we are, we are all Australians, vhatever our

religion may bde, vhatever our itics may - Wwe are all
Australians, e all have a duty and a pleasure to live vith

each other. To liwe in happiness. There is nothing better

for a non-Jew like myself, nothing better for me, than to come
here and look arcund me and see vhat is being done anu feel

proud of my Jewish fellow-gitizens.

Sir, ay wife and 1 are both delihted to be here and
mum:,thmmuumnamwmum
notwintotbcmﬁaco for nyself 1 want to tell you
with all sinoerity, t tduaunmurhoaonrtohubioto
dsclare this Wing open. :
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