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M, Menzies, vhy did you find it necessary to rack
Mr., Bury¢

Mell, the reascns were indicated in my letter Uo him
and acknowledged by him and those have cteen pubiished.
Mr., Bury is a2 man of ability,; character and I value
him verf much snd it vasnit an ecasy thing to find
ryself resching the inevitablie decisicn th4¢ ). must
ask him to resiga bat, arfter all, he had stated conce,
twice, and rea‘fjruac 1t views about the Comuon
Market, about the effect *of British entry cn the
Austraiisn eccnomy Whluh were materially different
from those which had been expressed on behalfl of the
Covernzment by myself and Mr, LcEw\n, and that was not
a position *hat I could accept because nnesc nezotia-
tions are in midstream, so to gpeal, at “he present
time, reaching perhaps very critical stages and, to
have what would be treated as a Governmnent view wllch
ran across the views thabt had been put by Mr, McEwen
and myself, was not acceptahle, And, therefore,
unhapplily, lir, Bury had to 20,

Do you thimx that Mr, Bury's statemant has already
been damaging to Austral liafs case abroad?

Well, it could be used against Australla's case, but
the actiocn that has been taken would demonstrate that
it is not the Auvstraiian Covernuent's view and,
therefore, I den't my;elf expect that our position
will, ac from now, ke wceakencd,

Mr, Bury said the Commen Marvket wouldd have a limited
and minor effect uvon Australis, Is there any truthn
at all in these views?

I don't agree w*th them, 1 respect Mr. Buryis belief
that they are true, but I think that if Great Eritain,
for example, wpr to go into tha Common Market
un:ondltlon« that is te say, cn the terms of the
Trecaty of Rome {1¢o the other Buropean countrie the
impact cn our economy would be voey SuOoudnbluLa

Generally, cdo you consgide

Ao the Bury affair a 1little
local u;fflCU*t} or a majc

ior Party crisis?
d

Oh, therels no major Parsy crisis aboutbt it, There
has hecen an dftemnt in the Eastern States in some
newspagers to whir it up into a Party crisis, in
fact, they have heen, in some sections cf the Sydney
“reus, 1ndusurnou°‘y tryﬂng lc create the idea that
I wes pushed intc asking LoL Mr, bBury's 1=e signation

by Mr, McEwenj the facts being, of cours that over
the period of wwo duy3, 1 hul Two cenver sqt¢ons with
Mr, McBwen, boin cn the tslephons, aad doth iritiated
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by me, One wes wve & werd with him about issuing
statements - ho and T - and the cther cne was when 1
had considered the positicn of Mr, Bary, and I had bhad
a2 long talk with nim and with one or twd cf my thcr
collea=res who wewe available, T then rang up Mr
Mefwen to say, 'dooA7 I terriGly soryy, but I see no
escape from agking Losiic Bury e resign, 2n you
think ci any altoonotive?" I ddan*u,hj wvas looking
fer one, And he said that he ned beon thinking about
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it; he was as worvied as I was, and that he had not
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Is this the first time that you have had to sack a
Minister?

Oh, no, But let the dead past bury its dead.

Who will replace Mr, Bury?
I donft know. 7T will begin to unink about that problem
when I get back nome,

Do you think Fred Chaney has got a chance of selection?
No, Lo«¢k, I am not going to discuss names, thank ycu,

In Wollongong recently, when referring to Britain's
proposed entry into the Market, you were guoted as
saying and I quote, "We stress the need to meet the
new era of trade as a challenge and it must not bhe
exaggerated into a disaster," Is this a scftening
down of your own statements made ceriier and mcuie in
line with Mr, Bury‘s?

None whatever, If you were to read the full text ou
my speech at Wollongong, you would scc that it stards
exactly on the same foo%ing as the first statement 1
made on this matter and all the ones I have made since,

Was it truc that you had to paint a grim picture abroad
to obtain the bhest terms for Australia and paint a ros
picture here to retain confidence in inductry and
business and becost development?

I hope I haven't sunk tc that political level, UWhen I
do, pcople ought to throw me cut,

Is it tyue, Mr, Menzies, that Australials pesition has
improved recently as the wresult of the £127M CGATT
negotiations between Australia and thc Six?

On, well, there ave some improvements there, but they
arc not connccted with the Commeon Marizet discussions,
There is a prccess that goes on in GATT quite regularly
in which concessions arc made here or there in exchange
for other concessions, There is a lot of tariff
negotiation that goes on in GATT, but that's not the
problem that arises in the Common Market discussions,
The Cormmon Market discussions will determine whether
our preferences inside the Commonwcalth, the preferential
pattern of Commonwcalth trade is to centinue, or if it
continues, for how long, cr on what terms, There is a
great misunderstanding about the position of Australia
cn this thing, Wle have not been overpainting our
picture, We have in fact, from the very beginning
approached the problem constructively, We have haé our
officials in discussion with the officials in Great
Britain over the period of a year new, Mr. McHEwen

has been there, I've becn therc, Cn cach possible
level, we have preseantcd our views, and all the time,
we've been lcoking for some process, scme agrceement
that will maintain to a reascnabdle extent our trading
position; though it may not invelwve the maintcnance

in all their original cualities of our prefercnzes,

We have been looking for a middle course of a nelpful
kind, and I think that anybedy in the United Kingdonm
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team weuld agree that no ccunty has been so constructive,
though we have, I admit, been p-wsistent in the senas

that we haven't taken our teeth out of this matter,

Pay by day, weex by week, we hLave been pressing certaln
views that we hold, And thz effect of this hasz yet to
be seerl, The Sit may modify some of their riies in
order to accommodste Commonwezlih trade, We donit know,

Are you hopgeful that Britain will or wonit joia the
Common Market?

That depenas entivelv on the terms, You see, the
political acdvantages that Great Britain sees 1n juining
the Comnon Market, well, thev are matters for *the
British Governmen% to determine, We arc not deciding
that protlen, They are, The eccnomic considerations
about joining the Commen Market stand in a different
catepoiry, and it is on those that we have been rresenting
our views not, once more, to prevent Great Bricain from
making her own decision -~ tha®t's not our idea at all -
but to secure, through her, as good a deal from the
countries of *the Six as we can in the interests of our
own export trade, Of course, if we did not do thut,

we would be railing in cur duty to the pconlie of
Australia,

Heow do you interpret the weekend news of 3 deadlock
betwzen the negctiators?

I never make any comuent on scomething that I read in
a weekend paper, nponestlys; Ifll wait until I hear
officially as to what hag gone cn. I would not
readily accept the idea that there is a deadlock,

I think you will find that they will be talking again
in tha course of the next few days, Anc they are
bound to, Both gides are geing to cxhaust the
pcssibilities befcre they acknowledge that they can't
get anywaere,

Mr. Prime Minister, are you worried about Australia's
unemplceynent situation?

Nog there is more than I would like,; ptut if ysSu mean

by that do I regard this as being a massive, continuing
problem - ro, I don't thiniz that, Our idea 1is that
you must get the present nunber of peopie aprplying,
registered for emplcyment, substantially down,
Everybedy wouid agrec about that, And we have some
hopes, considerable hopes, that as a result of tne
general economic improvement, these numbers will fall,
and fall during the course of this year,

There is a noticcable drop since Devember's record,

o

h, yes, Quite noticeakle and that is all the more
remarkable beczuse we had & record intake - school.~
leavers and so on - in November, December, January,
The problem, in other words, of finding emplcyment was
much bigger than it had been on any previcus occasicn,
and yet the improvement as you know during the last
few months has beenaquite remarkatle,

There were still 93,000 uncmployed in June - does
this mean the cconcmic recovery mezsures you tock
L

carlier are nct werking guaite as well as you would
like?
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it may be that we have yet to see their full result,

We had discussions with a number of business ana other
people to see what their impressions were. I think we
all agreed that the measures are working, that the siatle
of the economy is improving, but that everyvody would
like to see it improve more rapidlye. in other words,
it is going in the right direction, but we have yet to
see the full effect of some ¢f ihe measures that were
sekene - You want to remember that measures taken 'n
February have not had a very long time to produce their
resultse Already they have produced some very inter2sting
ones,

What bearing will the unemployment situaticn have ou the
rew Budgel?

I don't kncw “that I follow that question, The new
Budget will state the economic policy of the Government
so far as it relates to firancial measures and in framing
a Budget, you take into account a serics of problens
affecting the national economy including tne necessity

to improve the employment situation. It is one of the
factors that is taken into accounve

The Federal Government did ask the W,A, Gevernment for
details of the development programmes in the North-West.,
Ic this significant? Does it ipean that there will be
help for the North-West?

Look, I beg to be excused from saying anything nyself,
officially, about +this metter. Tne fact is that one
of the Wesf Australian Ministers, Mr, Court, has just
been in Canberra having discussions with our people
about some of these developmental ideas and I believe
they have becen making very satisfactory progress,

T had a talk this morninz with your distinguished
Premier here, Mr, Brand, and Mr, Brand himsclf secmed
quite cptimistic about {he way these discussions were
going, I nave not been conducting them myself,

Why isn't your Party contesting the Batman seat in
Victoria, Mr, Menzies?

Well, now, I wonder if you weuld tell me why you tihink
we should? It costs money, you know, to contest a
by-eleccticn, My Party always has less money to spend
than the Labor Party. That is net very well kncwn, but
it is true, To run a candidate for a scat that you are
not going to win and which is going to be materially
altered against you in the forthcoming redistribution
snd with no Senate vote to concern yourself with - all
those things didn't add up in my mind to a good case
for putting up a2 candidate,; going through this form,
Nor dia it commend itself fo the Fxecutive of the Party
organisation in Victoria, whose opinion I, in facty
confirm, and they decided nct to run a candicdate,

How do you think your Party would go if there
is a new election?

I haven't a clue,
Sir, would you tell me what is going to beccme cf

cither Mr. Hasluck or Mr, Chaney now tha% the Perth and
{urtin seats have becn mergel?
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I don't know, i wilil be very unhappy if I don't have
both of them still witn me after the redistributed
seats have been through an election. I would be very
dizappointed.  But, look, don't ask me abcut tlose
things, I am not familiar with the bcundaries bere,

I don't know what is going to happen, Nor does
anybody else at the present tine, I would tninik,

The United Nations Mission to Australian New Guinsza
was high in its praise for Australia's administration,
nt what are you going to do about their suggestion
for an enlarged and more representative Parliament?

Well, I thinx you are putcing their recommendation
in a pretty moderate way, when you say that., I thovght

they were gaving that there ought Lo be full Parliarentary

Government established almwost instantly, within a year
or two., DNow, tha®t just docsn’t make sense, quite
frarkly, We nave been developing, under the ¢dminis-
tration of Mr. Hasluck himself, who nas dcne a wonderful
job in relation to New Cuircaj; we have been developing
Local Government, There are quite a nuaber of loceal
authorities now in which {he indigenous inhabitants are
members and conduct their operations, We now have

them on the Legislative Council, But anybody who knows
anything abcut New Guinea with 1ts hundreds of different
languages and its area and its population, many of them
remcte and iiving in a very primitive sta%e - anybtody
who supposes that you can hand cver self-government to
that community cut of hand has not learned the lessons
of the Congo, that is all 1 can cay, We have a great
responsibility for New Guinea, and our responsibility

is to bring up the standard of living and the capacity
for self-government of the people there, and we propose
to discharge that responsibility, It would be a criminal
act on our part to abandon it,

Do you think thcre is a discrepancy between the U.N,
Mission's pressure on behalf of the Papuans'? political
advancement in Australian New Guinea in view of what
is going on in West New Guinca?

Oh, welly, I am nct going to discuss that,

Well, finally Mr, Menzies, I would like to ask you this,
There have been for many years people often asking the
question - "When will Mr, Mcnzles rectire?" Eave you
got any plans for retirement?

Dear me, I have frequently had plans for retirement
and then something happens that makes it impossible,
So here I am, chained tc¢ the wneel, I can throw no
more light on my future than tuat.

Well, I'd like to thank you for coming along tonight,
Mr, Prime Minister. Thank you and good night.




