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T have received the following Press Statement from tie
Lustralian High Commicuion in Londen., .
Jes O%Sulliven

The Prime Minister cf Austialia, Mr. Menzies, and the
Deputy Prime Minister of New Zealand, Mr. Marshall, who are a
present in London, teday had discussicns in which they review=d4
at some length.tie developmenisin negotiations concerning
Britain's appiicaticn to join the Common Market.

0fficial advisers from botn countries were present.

Mr, Menzieg and Mr. Mershall said tihat they had taken
this opportunity to diccuss the trend of the negotiations in
relation to the great trading interests of both countries in the
British Market,

The interests of Australia and Mew Zealand in the
3russels negotiations are very similar. The econcmics of cach
country devend critically on exports to the British Market in

. which they have long enjoyed unrestricted and preferential duty
fr.o cntry for almest ail trneir »nrcducts, Bach country is also a
major market for British expcrts., The proferential trading
reiations which heve oxisted batueen Britain on the one hand and
fustralia and New Zealend on the other for the greoater part of

. this century have worked to the mubtual advantage cf each of the
threce countries,.

Further, both Australia and New Zealand have had firm
expoctations that thesc special trade relations wourd continuc,
Those they wore well cntitled toc heve, This is above question,
This continuity of Commonwzealti trade nas been the basis of a
groat deal of speciel develeprnent in both countries in the sense
fhat marticular products and industries and particular covmunities
have develeped on tiwe basis of an assurance cf markots in Britain.

' Bocth fustralis and Naw Zealand facce drastic conscguences
if RBritain were to cintor the Comgon Market on terms which 4o not
afford adcequate safeguards to the vital trading intercsts of
Australia and New Zoalund in the British Market,

. M. MHenwzies ond ¥p, Marshail sald that it was
rceognised that British cotry to the Common Market was not solely
a trgde or ccoromic issuc. It could have far reaching political
implication extending far beyond Earcne,

British en*ry should not be con terms which resulted in
eritizal domage to their coonurics and the dimpairment of Common-
wealth Relaticns. Mr. Menzies and Mr, Mershall rccalled that the
British Government had repeatedly given asstrances that it would
not feel abie to join unless Commonwealth intevests were safe-
cuardsd,  These assucances woroe of vital importance in the
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current, negotiatlons,

Ifevertholess neither Australia nor New Zealand could be
indifferent to some recent develogments in the negotiations,
Altkough ne doubt the ocuicome of this woexk's discussion on
industrial products would come under cxemination at the Common-
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. none tne less represcnted
& disturbing development, It fell shoprt of providing
adequate safeguards for Commorncalth trade in the producss
concerned, BEven more important, of couras, it must not undor any
circumstancos be tzken as a naltern for tne type of sotilement
whicn mignt be recched on olhaer products of even groater concarn
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to Australia and Noew Zealsogd,

woaltn Prime Ministers? Conference,
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