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QUESTLON Mr, Prime minister, couid you fiprst of all
your reachticns to the abrbemont that was reached in
Brussels yesterday on Commonwealth manufacts o]

ifficult gquestion to answer because
Ifve read about it in the nre,“ flying over from Geneva,
but Iive not heard any oificial account of it yet, and
therefore I speak with ojmb caution. But I Imagine that
an agreement of this klnd can hardly be treated as finalj
T don't know, beeanse we're to have a Prime Minister's
conference in uepvember and it's hard to oelieve that we
will have a series of agreazonts before than which will
render Lhe confercnce unnecessary. <o 1 take it that this
has scme tentative quality. In so far as it appecars to
recognise a cut-off point, or what's been called a
pre01p1ne, ther of course fh,u's not quite our cup of tea,
Wo want to have arrangements mace that are fairly permancnt,
of stecady quality, They may not be idcntical with the
0ld preferences that have exlsted which have gone on and
on and nignht have been expected to go on fer a long timo,
buc in substance we'rs looking fer r”angomonts that hawve
some permanant and protec tive quality, giving out an
opporuunlty of pres:rJ'nP our trade patterns and of
growing as an economy, This is tremendously important
to us, and I think it's wvery important for Great Britain,
perhaps more impertant than a lot of people herc think,
Because we're an enormous customer of CGreat Britain, and
theretore we provide many thousands of people in this
country with jobs, It's very important to you, itfs wvery
important to us, very important for the Commonwealth, and
so all I can say ig that if this does represent a final
arcangement of some kind, then I hope it doesnit reprosent
what I micht call a general pattern for thesce agrecments
bacause if it did it would run counter to the ideas that
have boen puat 1ip.

PRIME MINISTER: That'!s rather a di

L
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Yinich rather brings me to that secend guestion you
have in your mind, My colleague, Mr, McBwen, has becn
here with my full ”pDVOVIJ and support., Ue has put the
case in detail, here and in Burope, with the full approva
of the Govornmbnt and mvsclf and 1 thlnL, with great
ability. I'm here mcrp]y to ba~k vp what he's doing, not
to water it down, not to qualify it, to back it up, and
perhaps discuss it in those more gsncral terms that Prime
Ministers axrc sunpuqol to engage in whon they meet cach
otiicr, but no subtractions from what Mr., McEwen has been

puc o blng,

Qo Would you say that the possibility of this locsening
of Componwealth ties 18 a ruch more cmctional matter in
fnstiealia than it ig here in Britain?

P.M. Well, I don't kmow what the cpinicn is heve on this

N
matter, We, of course, arc raditionally very strongly
Ccumonwealth-nirded, buy Ifve boen an old Lommuhdcalfh
hand, &5 you mizht say, for so iong now that T nover
vnaertake to say what q“j other country thinks alboutv 1T,
So I dont't ¥know,

QUESTION NOT CLEAR
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Dontt forget this, that we in Australia could have simply
said "Look, there's rnothing doing -~ we have przferential
arrangements with you,; they!ve been zolng en for years,

They are satisfactory tc usy they are satisfactory to you,

you must choose between continuing that way and going inco the
Furopean Economic Community. That would have been legitimate
wouldn't 1t? But we haven't done it - we have, in faci,
outstandingly said - "Jell put our officials down with youra'",
welve gone to all tha people in the Furopean countries
conzerned, Doctor Westerman made a long and careful
analysed statement on a sceries of commodities. Welve done

all these things because we®ve said, in effect - "Well, we
won't stand on the letter of the law. If you can negotiate

a series of conditions for us which enable us in snubstance

to preserve our pattern of trade and to grow economically -
then whether you call it A or B, we won't argue about thats
we're looking for the substance." £And so, ontstandingly, the
Australimnegctictors have been constructive - very persistent
I've no doubt, and they ncod to be - persistent, constructive,
not standing on a letter but locking to the sucstance. And
thet, I think, is a pretty good appreoach,

. QUESTION NOT CLEAR:
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I am not passing a judgsent. I am not saying which, in
the cnd result, is to be preferred, but I cannot believe myself
that if Groat Britain gocs into Burcpe and becomes a member

of the poiitical organisation, I can't belicve that hor rclaticus

with the Commonwezlth countries will bc as flexible or,let's
say, as indcpendent as they have been in the past, Thatts
nct to say that I am saying you mus®t not do ito Net that that
would cut much ice anyhow, bul I am not saying that, But

I am saying that I don't think that the Commonwealth will ke
the same as it was befors. Az the Commonwecalth has heen
changing very very capidlv for a long time now, I esuppose
one further change might be acceptable to a lot of pecpies
A1l T say is, there will ke a chonge, Great Britain as port
of surope, ag an integrated parincr in miropean high policy,
could har&ly be as independent a member of the Commonwealth
as sho has been in thoe pust, that'!s all, I merely state it
as a fact, I've got past arguing about 1t,

You rczord it obviously as & chonge for the worse?
o

Trom the Commonwcealth point of views As long s you
understand that it may be a change for the better from the
point of view of world security, cf a powerful durope, a
poverful third great Power in tne world - this may be very
good, My obscrvation is not to say that that's a bad thing,
put that the Commonwcalth will no longer be the sane thing
as it woes before, Well, I supposc that's clear ernougi.

Do you in fact, Mr, Primne Miniester, envicage Britain'a
role in Burope, if 1t goces in, exclusively in terns of its
beconing o meaber of a world powei or do you think that
Britain has a choice of staying out and of kuilding ilirks with

countries like yourself? Do ycu think we have a real choice?

Well, lock, I wouldn't likc to cnswer that questicn

ecousc while the economic implications of the Treaty of Rone

, I think, broacdly cleaw cnough, tihce political implications
as yet not clearly to be secn. Because they will, I
think, develoD, It ray be that the nistoric dificrences
botween the ix Eurcpsan countrics will countinue to assert
thenselves peliticallys Tuatls very much cn the cards, and
if so, the political integraticn will be much slcower than the
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ccononic integration. We can't tell at this stage what
form any political integration will take. whetheur it v ould
be some form of confederacy or whather it would be some
form of federation, there being a world of difference
between the two things, Whether it would lead to a
common foreign policy, ccmmon high policies on various
matters, is a matter of evolution and, therefore, I am
not proposing to be a prophet about it, But however
far the development goes, or however fast or slowly it
goes, my only point is I don't see the Commcnwealth
rolationship as remaining unaffected - the Commonweal.th
relationship, mark you, being a pretty hard thing to
define anyhow,

That being the case, Sir, is it possible to reach
a verdiet in September when presumably only one half of
the deal is kmown - the economic side, The political
implicaticns aren't then fully apparent, Is it possible
to reach a verdict?

Lock, don't ask me to say what will be possible in
September, All I hoped about Septenber was that by
this time the United Kingdom Government, as a result of
its negotiated work and as a result of all our consultaticns
and so on, would be able to comc to the Prime Ministers
and say - "Well, it looks to uz as if this kind of an
arrangzment mizht be got, Now, as this affects all of
you, will you speak up and tell us what you think about
it. We want to get your judgment before wc sign on the
dotted linc,™ ilell, suppose we had a discussion in
September and, economically, everybody is saticfied,
Canada is mtisfied with losing preferences on manufactured
goods and we are satisficd about something else. Yon
know, we are all happy in September about the economic
problcms, Then I would expzect us to say so. And have
these arrangemonts msde, Rut one thing I believe will
have to occur in September also and that is scme considera-
tion as to tho Commonwealth and what has become of it and
what is becoming of it. Bacause,you know, it is not all
related to the Huropcan Common Market, There are all
sorts of problems ccaming along. There arc many new
countiries about to come into the Commonwcalth field,
WJhen 7 fivst attended the Prime Ministers? meetings, I
wasn‘t a Prime Minister, That sounds a bit Irish, but
I wasn't, I was deputising for one and that was 27 ycars
ago, And there were five people there and now there are
nine or ten and within a yoar, prcbably fourtcen or
fiftecn, A good deal of work has been docnc cn tais and
if you have a lock at the number of former coloniecs moving
into independence, this Commonwcalth has become a protity
numerous body. And, of cocurse, when that happens,
obviously we will have to do a lot of thinking about the
procedures te make it effectivo. Unl:ss we are just
going to have a mecting oncc a year, That is a difficulv
problem not soluble at this mement, But I have no doubt
that in Scptombsr it will come into the picture when wo
are discussing the Common Market, The Comnen Market:
will be the occasion. T think, for some of these discussions,

Sir? is it your impression that the British Government
is jumping the gun on Scptonber?

No; no.
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Is that not implied in this agreement reached
last night?

Now you are asking me to make a comment on an
agreement that I haven't seen but have read avout in
a newspaper or twoy; on which I have no reactions from
my technical people or those who have been conducting
negotiations, ow if I were & newcomer to this business
T would make a lot of inferences in the light of it.
I am not, I have no reason to suppose whatever that
the Government of the United Kingdom wonit pay the
greatest attention to what we have to say to them.
If I thought anything else I wouldn't be here.

Does the importance of this meetingz in September
malke you feel that voting procedures at the Prime
Ministers! conferences might not,after all, be rather
useful?

What sort of procedurcs?
Voting proccdures, cte.

Oh, don't try to sell that to mec., Look, there's
one thing that is an article of faith with me. It is
that the Commonwzalth is not a committee of the United
Nations, And that it doccenft have votes, When it
becomes a committec of the United Nations and has votes
I hope and believe that I will no longer be Prime
Minister and no longer have to submit to such atrocities,
Not a bad word, atrocitics, for that either, Move a
resolution, go round the corner, sce if somebody will
support an amcndmenty argue about sub-clause (3)s get
a motion carricd, What does the minority do in %ho
Commonwealth? Supposc Australia is outvoted in the

Commonwealth vote? wWwhat do we do? Go and bow threce
times, and say, "Certoinly, wo will altcer our pclicy
to plcase you," Not on your lifc. That’s not the way

the Commonwealth has worked.
But is wneninity possibl: on such an issuc as this?

But we'lve never had unanimity,. Thatts why wclve
nevey taken vetes, porhaps. It's rather a poerverse
way of putting it, but the only thing thatis unanimous
out of a Prime Ministers?! confercnce is the commmunique
not a word in which can appcar unlcss everybody agrecs.
And that's why these communigues are such frightful
collections of platitudes - theyfre the one thing or
two things or three things that cverybody can agrec about.

Mr, Prime Minister, the problem for Australia is,
of course, rather agricultural than manufacturced goods
and we have been hecaring it suggested that Australia
might find alternative markets for hor agricultural
goods in South East Asia. would you cnvisage this
as being so?

I think we have been doing our best to develop thom
for a long tine. Bubt you nusinit assune that you can
get an alternative market for the whole sweecp cf our
agricultural products, bccausc scme cf thew have been
developed with particular raforence to the morkets here
in Great Britain. Dricd fruits, canncd {ruits arec
perfect cxamplces, But I would just like to make one
31light cerrccticn. Yeu say our great interest is not -

in menufactured zoode, 17 vou nean by that that we
fa v
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don't have the same volume of exports of manufactures
however thdt may be defined, as, say, Canada, The fact

is that we are a very grea*t manufacturing country and
people seem to assume that the whole prcblem presented

by the Common Market is the export problem. That's

net the only problem. If in fact the result of the
Common Market and Great Britain going into it is that
there is a tremendous exporting capacity, additional
exporting capacity in manufactures developed in the
European community, with reduced costs and all that

kind of thing, the Australian manufacturer is going

to have an interest in this, because he will bec submitted
to the most enormous additional competition and may have
to come more and more frequently to the government and
the authorities to ask for some protection. I mention
that to show that, after all, trade is two ways. We
know thnat, We sometimes forget it. This Common
Market argument does opsrate both ways. As exporters,
of course, we are primarily in the primary industry
1icld, the agricultural, pastoral field.

May I ask you, Sir, if you resent the American
pressures on tne British Covernment on entry into the
Common Market?

Well, I would prefer to discover for nmyself what
these pressurces arc before commenting on them, I will
be seeing the President of the United States and so on
when [ have finished herc, Well, I think it's time
I went to the hotcl. I'm seeing your Prime Minister
tonight, If some of you will give me a paper of what
I have said I will be ablc to give it to him.

Before you go, Sir, is your arrival hecre today
significantly connccted with the forthcoming Test Match
or is that pure ccincidence?

No. I don't even know whero the Test Match is.
Ard if it's any confort to you, I won't be there,
Therc is a type of newspaper nan who lives on the
assumption that in the summer I never do anything else
but go to test natches, Itfc a ncwspapcr lcgend,
I go to as many as 1 can, I sce, on the 2verage, two
and & hal¥f days in the course of the scason,
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