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If there is one thing & =olitizian likes to be it is
safe, Those of you who are not politicians wouldn't underztand
that., Put what I mean is that this meeting has, so far as I can
make out tonight, been open for at least two cor three days,
Therefore I run no risk of a Censure moticn if I now declare it
open. (Laughter)

There is another thing that I would like to say to you
and that is that I compliment, if I may, Dr., Colville a nwa of
eminence from my electorate (Laupghter) con having been elected as
the first President of the Australian Medical Association; and I
am delighted to think that he should succeed, not technically hut
substantially, Sir Henry, about whom all I want to say is this:
tha®t I think my grandchildren will be inclined to boast that
tgranpa knew him', (Applause)

Now having scid that I want to tell you that I have a
slight grievancz; and the zrievance 1s that, as 50 many of you
may have found in your time, I find myself naked before the
medical profession., (Laughter) I have stocd in this lovely Hall
(Bonytheon) more than once - indeed once I was counted out much to
ny pleasurc (Laughter) ~ wearing the gavmels appropriate to the
unearned honours that I heve acquired in my life. Tonight here I
am, you know, looking like a well-fed penguin (Laughter) while all
the rest of them are herce manifesting themselves in xobes of
glory. And I don't think this is right, because I would have ycu
know, ladies and gentlemen, that I am, for some rcason that
escapes me, a Fellew of the Royal Australian College of
Fiysicians (Laughter)(Applausc) - not that I have ever noticed
any fiscal results of sucn a positiony and, what is more
remarzavle is that I amy I'm happy to say, as I was astonished to
discover, a Fellow of the Royal College of Gynaecologists.
(Laughter)(applause) Now you would think, wouldn't you, that a
man with thase all-round qualificuetions (Laughter) would have been
given a bit of coloured something or other (Laughter) to wear
tonight? No. The medical profession, having been cross-
examincd by the lawyers go suceessfuilly for so many yecars, is
jealous of us and so they said tonight "Who is this fellow?! "Well
het!s the Prime Minister™., 'nat was he in private 1ifo?M
Somehody gencrously said "A lawyer® and the result was that they
21l said "Let him stand up undcccrated®. Take your coat off,
Sir., Wc¢ll I don't need to go beyond that point. So here I am,

But I stand hercy, not cnly as a species of lawyer, and
as a specics of Prime Minister, but as one of the millions and
millions of people in the werld who say "Thank God for the
medical profession"., It isn't so Lleng ago that having - we don't
have a 40 hour week in my jeby nor do we have Saturday morning
off -« but it wasn't so long ago that having finished what I had
set nysclf to do on Saturday afternoon in my oifice, a time of
pcace and quict, the spirit moved me to have a look at the Year
Book, Have any of you ever read the Year Book? I'm astonished
at the illiteracy of people. How many pcople rcad the Year Book?
Only the pcople who want to confound me,in my cexpericnce. But I
rcad the Year Book and then I went back and I plicked up one nuany
years ago - I won't {oll you how nany years ago - in ord.r to find
out what the cexpectation of life of a male child was in the year
in which I was born., Ycu may think that this exhibited a
mclancholy state of mind, but it didn't really, because I found
out that in the coursc of this rclatively bricef span of ycars the
expectation of life had gene up by 16 years. And, may I say to
you, rather more in the casc of women. (Leughter).” Now whether
that is purely a psychological factor or not, I don't know. But
there it is - 15, 106, 17 years.
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We take all these things for granted, don't we? If we
nanpen to live longer tnhan granpspa, we oy, "tell, why not?®
rather attribute 1% to our own virtuec. BRBut I tcll you that the
great physical revolution in our time has becn what the medicel
pcople have done, what the bio-chemists have done, what all the
pecple have done who have been prescrving human life, and extending
it, This rcmarkciple rcvolutionary fact is perhaps rnot very well
¥nowns and not very much appreciated. Wnat we will some day cwe
to the moedical profession is not yet known; but I think I know
something of it myself,

S0 there you have nedical science and the prolongation
of the cxpectation of life, I have somctimes thought of it, Sir,
in these terms: that in the last ten years it has become a raher
rnacabre fashion to read and think and talk about sputniks, about
the marvellous technological acnilcvencnts o7 the people who
dovelop prcepellants and who send things whizzing around above the
atmosphere. And no doubt these are marvellous things. But I
would like cowvery hunan being to romcmber tnat of all the people who
have scen these flaming objecus - and Ifm ndot using that in the
colloquial scnse - passing across the low horizon at night, or all
the people who have scen that, probably a thired would not have
been alive tut for the immense work in medicine and rcsearch in our
vorld, This is scaething that ought to be rezlised with clarity,
and rcmembercd with pride, Therefore I want to say that 1 am
here becausc the nedlcai profcssion has an limensc ciaim on ny mind

and ny gratitude, on ycur nind, and yocur gratitude.

It docsn't always get tinls rcecognition, I wouldn‘tt like
to go back too far, but in ny ceriicer days, in my more respectaile
days at the 3ar, I not infreguentiy appeared as Counsel fopr sone
wretched doctor who was accused of negiigence ~ Oh, I conld tell
you story after story (lLaugnhter) about this - and nmy heart w7as in
it. Bcecause, you know, i% is onc of the ironies of life thau when
we feel 111, when we feel off; when something happens to sonebody
in the family, the first wmon we turn to is the doetor: he brings
with him an zura of skill und of knowledze - and for us,
confidence, But if somcthing zoos wrong he is the first man to be
attacked, Let us romemper thatc.

This proigssion lives in the middie of life., It sces
huran nature at itz worst - and, thark Cod, it secs human nature
at ius best, It occomes fanilior with frights it bacomes
familiar with courage., It becormes familiar with geatitude; it
becomcs femiliar with thanklessness. 1 will never think of the
medical profession as a profession in wnich men, having passed
tarough a period of truining, have a licence to carn agreeable
incomes and that?s that, Ncto ot all, Any medical nan who thinks
of it in that sense n2y be medical - but he is not z greet citizen,
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But this Association bhaz rad in i%t, yes
ion, witih an

yeer in my own tine, reople coi irnaense distinct
imacnse soense of responsibility, who have ncever thought of their
profession cxcept in terms of the country in whicn that profcssion
sarves., I have referred already tonizht to a nost famous nan in
this city, S3ir Henvy Newland, who deserves to be famous all over
the world. I looir down and I scec not fur ahead of me Sii Charles
Bickerton Blackburn, the Choncellor of the Uaiversity of 3ydacy,

a nan of irmense distinction in thce medical werld who has been,
year in and year out a mognificent and devoticd servant of the
people, and of the naticn. Thoese are zreat things.

<
L

S3ir, spooking with 21l the inbred loclings of a2 lawyer,
a an who loved the praetice of tie law and wasse great regret is
that he will nover resure ity T jus®™ waunt ©o say that there arec
sone aspacts of the medlical protession veat have gecatly ceoncerned
ne in recent yecars., Cue T oxpresg In a nest synpathetie fashione
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, with the vast accreticns of
knowledze in new techniques, and nev brancies of applied science,
how can you compress a period of medical training within any
reasonable period of time? ‘“his rust be a tremendous problem. I
can remember when I was an undorgraduate it usod to be said by
pcople with high brows that 'really it was nonsense to think that
the medical students werenit educated!, Jell there is something
to be said for that you know, if you look at it in that fashion,
Why couldn't they do a year of Arts, or, as I would have thought
mach better, 2 year in Jurisprudence? Nos medical jurisprudence:
T don't think that would have done them any good. (Laughter/ 3But
anyniow thy shouldn't they? Becowse at that time there was a
disposition to thnink that within four ycars of tccanical teaching
a men might cencompass a medical degrce, ‘Well it¥s gone on,

hasn't it? It stretches out. Not to the crack of doom, but it
stretehes cut, I just donit know how you solve the problem,
cxcept by post-graduate iamstruction, of cnabling a medical student
to beeome a normally qualified medical practitioner when the
boundaries of the knowlcdge that he must rcach to are extending so
tremendously every year. 1 den’t sclve that problems I mercly
say that I think that I rcalisc that it cxists,
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1 have had, comparatively rccently, another problem,
There are teaching hospitals in Australia, hospitals which are
conducting ‘n clinicel studies, in clinical teaching work that is
properly considered the tasit ¢f the uwniversitics, And as many of
you know I have devoted a fair nuaber of my declining ycars to
doing something for the universitics of this country. (Apprlausc)
So we establish a special conmittee, 2 very powerful commitice,
to consider the wors of teaching hospitels. And I anm happy to say
that the last completed act befere I 1lcofe Parliament at the end of
Thursday night, the last completed act was an &ct to provide for
girants from the Commonwealth in conjunction with the 3tate
Govornments who have behaved magnificently on these natters, to
encourage teacning hospitals in their capital equiprient, and, when
we posunie in P.rliancnt their rocurront cxpondituroso(Applause)

The only other thing, 3ir, that I want to say to you 1s
that I haven't yet rcacnsd the point of tinme at which I believe
that the reclationship betweeon the doctor and his patient is purcly
objzctive, or scioentific., I don't belicve it. I dontt belicve it
The doctors whe are hers, they venit be intercsted in this, but the
rest of us, isnit it 2 wondurful thing to have o man cone in to
see you whon you trust, winosc judgnent you roespect? This has a
therapy of its own. You con bring along sone stranger, he nay
hove all the gadgets in the world, he wmay do all thesce things - and
they arc vastly important - but I still remain of the opinion that
there are few things to cgual the therapeutic value of the
confidence that the patient has in the doctor. This ncans that
the porsonal relationship between the doctor and the patient nust
never be destreyved, (Applause)

My own Goverrient hos tricd to recognisc this by this
rich voluntary clement in what we do, B8ut in particular I was
intercested, I was morce than intcrested the other cday when Sir
Douglas arrived from New Zoaland and had a word to say for the
genaral practitioncr. (Applause) Who am I o kave a word to say
cgainst the specialists? 1 belicve in the specialists. But the
esscnce of medical practice, the whole sub-stratum of medical
practice in our country, or in any other, is the genoral
practitioner who knows the fonily, and who is known by then, who
is wise, who docsn't attempt to &0 beyond his course, because
there are sonie peoaple who have special hnowledge in %his woy or
that, but whe has a wisc, rich, informed, oxpoiisnced judguent
which cnables hin to say "This is the position, I{ I need sonc
more this is it. You rust goh ith. Jo will fall intc the
nest infinite calanitics 17 wo all becone sciontists, or things
that are experimentasd anhout,
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We must remain above all things human beings., because nuwan beings,
put all scicnce on c¢ne sidzs, still remaln the most important thing
in the werld, don’t they® This is it, human Peings. If nmedicine,
i.f the practice of medicine, werce cver to becomae so detached that
it becane a mere natter of test tubes instoad of an incidental
matter of test tubes, then we would rocach a stage of life in which
rmuch hope, nuch expectation, would go out of human livesy; and a
groot deal of anguish would come into then.,

| So we think tonight of the marvellous things that have
been done by the experts, the marvellcus tiings that will be done,
the supcerb work of the bio~chemists. I am the last man not to
wish that in all these rcfined fields of rcsearch this country
should do everything in its power to produce the rcsult. And
having said all that I just want to cnd up by saying to you "Thank
God for the G.P. Thank God for the .i2n who comes into the hone
and who zives it cheer and confort and a ripe skill." And on all
those grounds I an singularly honoured to declarc this nceting
open, (Applause)
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