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speech by the PEime Jiniaf (ha Rte Hoo. Lade Meozd

Your Excellenecies, Prime Ministor, aand gentlement

1 have a very simple tusk tonight. I am to propose the toast
of zomebody who is heavily concealed on the book of the words as "Oour
Astinguished Guest”, 3ut I must bring him out from behind this
conecealment. The Prime Minister of New ‘euland 18, of cours., alvays
i diiiinggishod suest, but he is als0 our neighbour and our friend.

applaisae

There have bDeun some amusing inc.dents of late "rime Xinister,
Jne or two, or, for all I inow, three membersof the Federal Parliiament
huve suggested t at you ought go Join the Commonwealth of ‘ustpalia.
‘nd I am credibly i.formed Lhat vhen you vere asked aoout this at a
#ress intarviev you said, I thought quite clearly, "dell wa've just
dis:harged our trust to Jest ..moa and they now have their
independonce. Je're guite prepsred to consider .nothe: takeowcr®,
(Laughter) 1Is that right? The Frime Minister :.uinds me the lists

are open,

It 1s a very curious thing, you know, ubout Austruliu and
iew icaland, a terrible tuing, that we should have to alk about each
other :s if ve Jere thousands and thousunds of miles uvay., 1 huve
occasionslly pointed out to my NMew 4:aland friends that there is
something quite firrational avout the fast .hat if un Austrulian Member
of Parliument wvants to ;0 to ferth, or wants to Jo, esen into the
remote wild. inessos of wyndham, or sunts to 0 up Into ‘he north of
wueensland, he just ,oest and Ministers, /ho are alsuss reluctant,
like nysulf {0 travel cin 2o to these pluces, 3ut I ion't need to
be told thul it Ls nuch further from sydney or C.iberra to Perth than
it is from 3sdney or Canberra to uckland. And yet thit is an
ov:rseas onterprisc, This 13 a very odd thing and, I must say, a
very strange thi:nj. Ihe more you think udout it .he more you .ealise
that although we have : vague i1dea in Australia that New Zoaland is
our little brothor, and in Now Zesalsnd they hu.ve a dotermined idea
.hat 40 .re s miserable lot of - whatever you care to say - in
Australia, the fast 1s that for all tho jirposes in this vorld
§.irpos:s of existence, or economic survival, or cconomic 5rowtﬁ, e
are the same people. 'nd the :reat problec, Frime Minister, is roally
to sncourage evarybody on both sides of this Tasman, this turbulent
sea, vhich lies east of 5ydney, .r even east of sast Sydney (Laughter)
to 4ot to know each other better and understand each other bett r,

I had a talk with the Frime Ministe., #ho is un old friemd
of mine, this afternoon and we sgreed in principle = (you know that is
a very good thing, "in prineiple®™ -~ this sir I may tell you is Jhat I
ulvays resist in éabino s I say 'l won't have these decisions in
yrineiple' decuuse once you have mude them y u are sunk, you see - but
on the Continent they do this thing rather bettor, thoy say “emn
orineiple’ and it's the same thing) = but he und I have agreed, in
prineiple, that it is very important that every ye.r some memoers of
Parliamnn{ from Australia should 20 to Rew .lealand u«nd get to meet
their opposite mmbersj and that some members of Puriiament from Hew
/ealand should come to australia and mee. their opposite numbders « not '
based on somc Party conosption, but s bulance of people in Fkurliament.,
I think this is of the sreatest importance and I am very ha.py to say
that the Prime Minister agrees about this, in prineiple, because we
really ouht 0 know morc about each othar than we do,

What do se know about New Zsaland? .ell, we know, cvery
sustyalian inovs, going back to sars, that the New Zealanders and the
Augtralians have stood side hy side ind have known no diffcrence in
the 1eld of ocourage.
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de also know in our boasting fashion t at it is not 80 many years age
that most of the Ministers in the Cadinet in dev lealand came from
rustralia (Laughter) and, 1 regret to say, a numder of them fro@ ¢see
anyhow it doesn't matter. (Laughter) There thay were, there they vare,
And in my own lifetime I have often mot some distinguished headmaster,
somo famous professor, somo Jreat head of a oollege, and I have said
ineautiously, "This is a very nan” and I have n ansvwered, “U
yes, he comes from New Zealand®™, 30 it bhas beon a twoeway traffic -
Aus ian politicians to Newv Jealand; scholars and gentlemen to
Australia. (Laughtoe)

I an reminded by my equestrian friend the i{inister for Trade,
4h0y a3 you well know is, of course, a devotee of tho race course, that
every time we have a CabInot Sweep, a £l. in -~ even caul Hasluck
subscribing (Laughter) - all you have to do is to run down the list
if you are a seholar on these matters as I am and say "Jhich one has
Nele after 1t?" and you are pretty safe. (Laughtcer) Trhat is wvhat
they do to us, That's right. REwven Captain Cook, huving gone to Nevw
iealand, don't forget, came to iustralia ,ost haste - never forget
thate ltmuhtor)

3ut, Jdir, all these are intcresting aspects of the faot that
ve are nei; 8, w8 are [riucnds, we are of the same Dlood, und our
fature is inseparable. Our future as survivors in a world confliet |
Detween darkness and light, is toguther. iiot one of us can survive |
without the other, And Rn the great events that are being negotiated
at this time in the world wve are toget: or, You may hae this at rigk
rather more than us, and ve may have that at risk rather more than you
in the negotiations for the Luropesan Common Market but that we are
tog:ther in having things that are involved and, to that extent, are
at risk, nobody can doubt.

I think 1t 18 rather a dr-adful thing that people like myself
who have been to New Zealand a number of times should have been there
so little; and I wvas shocked this afternoon when I came back from
Melbourne to find that this was the first time that you, o Minister
for nine years in Nev lealand, and a . rime Minister for 18 months -
and there is something to be said for 18 months, you maite a note of
that (Laughter) - are visiting Canberra for the first time. Well now
3ir, that 18 to our discredit, and to our disadvuntage.

gt all I want t0 say to you is tniss that you are here
among people who represent both sides of P.rliament, who represeant all
the Commonwealth ocountries, you are here as a trion& and as a nei ghbour,
I hope that you will always fecl auble to speak to us in forthright,
plain, homely terms - as we apeak to each other - because ‘ustralia
and Nev Zealand stand together, or they fall together., This i3, of
coirse, a great challenge. 3But it is a trecendous honour. It produeces
imsense pride in all ocur minds that wvhen it comos to the point ve are
together, and we stand, or we (ull togsther. wWhen you stand and
sucoeed It is a very azreeable thing to have campany. [ used to know
something about that. <hen you don't quite succeed it is .till a
comfort to know that you have ocompany - isn't it?

1 can say quite simply sad plainly on behalf of the m.mbers
of the Jov:roment side of this Parliament und for the Upyosition
nembers of this Parliament we ure at onc¢ in lookin; .ucross the Tasman 4
and thinking of you as our brothers and us our friends., ot on some )
tenuous political ugroement, but becuuse rizht down in our .,100d4 we
are the same people. T<herelore we ure Jelighted to welcoge you. It
unfortunately hasn't turned out to .e sible for the Leader of the
Opposition, or for the Deputy leader, be heres they have very
compelling engasemonts., 3ut I am happy to say that a Jistinguished
member of the Opposition :ixecutive, Mr. ‘lan :raser, is here and I am
sure Jill support me when 1 propose the loast of your health,
(Applause)




