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| My l.ord dishop, Headmaster, My, Robson and ladies and gentlesmeng

I don't quite knov in shat capac:ty I am hero. i know that
in a precarious sense I am here as Prime Ministcr. (Laughter) I
would also have the doys undurstand, 3o that they may treat me vith
prope® respect, that purely in an honorary capacity { am a Doctor of
Selenes of the University of Hew south Jales, .iaver was any degree
less des:rved than that one, dut still there is a4 certain satisfuction
to be 0ot out of 1ife in getting thing you don't deserve decause in ny
experienod they are more than balanced by gettin: the aduse that you
don't deserve. (Laughter)

Now Xr. Bobeon, i would ramind the boys who are hsrn, is
himsolf not oaly connected, as he has described, +sith this hi
imaginative fMund, but he 1s slso himself one of the most coledrated
headmasters in the history of ‘ustralia. (Applause) 30 he
understands both sides of the ooins knows far more about achoolboys
than I doj and far more ubout the sorking of the rfund than I uJo,
though I appreciate poth,

I vas partiocularly interested to hear }ir. hobson's
‘ reminiscence sbout the time he was sitting for «hat wvas then called
Senior Pudblie, because he and I ure moFe or less contemporaries and
he told you t a tiny fraotion of those <ho sat for <shat you now
call Leaving were taking .cience. This is a very emurkandle and
interesting fact, And it is ve y interestin: indeed, to find tat
. in the 3ehools, taking them broadly today, such a vast inoreuse has
occuryred in those who take some aspact of acience.

3ut I <sant to say this to you because it is worth recording -

it bears on this topic = that in spite of all t e things that have
rappuned in recent yeurs, in spite of the oramous expansion in
University activity und In the provision of funds for Jniversities,
there 18, relatively, today a smaller p:rcentags of uniergraduates
ta.ing Science ~ percentage of the pojulation - thun thore sas 10 years
agoe Now that is a very remuriasbdle fact, I call it a remarkable fact
decuuse I learnt it only u fow days ago from the Chairman of the

. Universities Commissiion, Just let me state it quite ylainly, that for
8ay every so0 many of the people in Australis, thousands or lhll:ml, a
spaller peroentage is now engiged in the st of sclienoe in the
iniversities than we had some years ago.

. 1t s worth asking ouraelves vhy this should be so, Jecuuse
«hen the enormous postewar mﬁgct of scientific d:velopment oasourred,
<hen, 1f £ may put it quite shortly, scionce becume rathcr the

rnhlomblo topic of the day, my ovn fear was that perhaps we night

become over-balanced on that side and that the great und vital studies
of the huzanities night fall into disrepair. 2t that wvas Jrong,

This 18 not 30, And «hen one asks why this 1s not s0 the answer 1ls,

“4all in ordinary professional ocourses there is, under today's

diroumstances, a prospect of immedlately earning & substantial inoome®,

This, in an economic sense, is attractive to studeants;y and attractive

to t!'moir parents. Jhereas selence is a hard maater thit sense.

To become 5 notadle scientist onn must de complotely devoted to the

40rky have a sonse of mission in the work, +sll of ciurse it is

p”f e of devation, and people #ith a sense of mission <ho keep this

sorld going. These are the people vho matte:. far more than the people

who can r-turm large ineomeo tax returns.

If 4e are to cunsider the maute.ial civancement of ustralia,
:r :ndood :g.wiothor country, wolmut have utx niﬁ\ that mrtuu ::o
a the wor 8 history our material «dy nt ¢ d,pcmi t
foremost on scionce and techudlogy. i»\';"ghmg uoout ma "‘ln
advancement, the :uising of econSmic atandards. I'z not taliring about
the dovelopment of other, and perhaps more important aspects of man. -
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Hat in economic terms a ocountry that “ul.is oehind im aci¢nce and in
the application of scienee through technology is going to fall behind
in the race to maintain its ;o ul:tion und 183 living standurds and
make he:sdvay, economicaily, in the sorild.

Rovw, of eourse, fortuhately for us thers .re zany ;eople who
understand thls perfectly sell., The men sbo estadlished this ‘und,
same Oof vhom ire very close personal rionds of mine, men of
significance in the business world, in the ,roductive Jsorld, have set
to all their colleaues in that byanch of 1ife an cxample o

imz ginutive indusirial statesxzanship. Imaginstive e .use 1t sces
clearly through the uture years the =normous :ignificance of science
Lteaching, and scienoce teaching in the schools from whence xll the
university studonts will comei and statesmanship secause they are
not taking the short view, vshich most people do, but the long view
shich must de taken by some ind by many if the country 13 10 2o on
and prosper,.

Bow, Sir, oue other thing. [t is quite clear - and this
also ¢as lqpllcit ln st Xr, Robson had to say « that to jproduce
scleatifie undergradustes, to produce poste. radu.te scientifiec
studonts, to produce researsh in sciunce, to produce ,eople in science
upon whom our economic f.ture dejonds, +e must begin in the schools,
particularly in the later stages by having the best possible equipment,
the best posaible lab. equipuent. Modern scienoce has jono fap
beyond <shat ve used to regird as lgience 40en 1 vas a boy. It now
involves, in its highor branches particularly, enormously costly
oquipmcnz. You are out of date, you are out of the raos unless you
can maintain the highest possible standurd of mquipmeat - and these
things cost money. I dare say, Headmaster, that if yoa had had to
depend solely on your own resources in oqulpplng same Oof these new
la you «01ld have found yourself in consid-orable difficulty. it
is an imaginative stroke - and 1 (ive oy compliments to the fund upon
it = to realise that you zan't start too soon in developing not only a
high level of achievement, But such an understanding of the future of
your study that you will produce more and more le 7ho will 0 on
and not be satisfied to take a first degree, but ssat another oneg
not be satisfied until they have made tieir contribution to that
scientifiec research vhich the technologiasts will take up and Ply in
industry - whether it i3 rimary or secondary « to the groat
advancenent of Australia.

S0y :iPy this i3 a big day in the history of this ichool.
fo: have nn!mhd me that . «as here to prform a Foundation Stone
laying on an earlier ocoasion., I have, for yea.s and years now,
ocoasionally had myself driven past, or around, this ichool, I have,
as pany of you must have, marvoe at the rapldity of its grovth,
shen I Jirst came toO rra in my more res. cctable days when 1 was
‘ttorney-Gensral the population of Canberra was 6,000 odd and yo: could
walk around the vwide place on ~uturday afternoon <ithout undue
exhaustion, .ow it is gott%mr to 60,000 and ihe statisticians
tell us t at it will de 100, by 19708 and it will be a quarter of
a million by the end of the century - some 0f the 20ys wight make a
mental note of this: I +on’t be here, 3ut that is vhat se are told,
Aand that is a more matter of size., 3ut this city is developing
character and it must develop character as a capital city if the
national crowth of /us:ipalia is to aohievc national tarms and a
congelousness that s¢ are a nation and not aix indepondent comnunities.
0 the rowth of Canberra is hereg and it would be & poor  rovth if
it vere not for the Jact that we are embracing in this city
increasingly, a great University, great :schools, ra;idly achuvmg
great traditions. Aind this Sehool may hold up its head umong any of
them, ( *‘pplausc)




