PRRCH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE KT, HON,
' VZITS “P CAENLLG Ov CU~AkﬁAL CABLE,
JHERT.,_GTH APRIL, 1962

Postmagter~General . and gentlemen:
M <3

This is really a very remarkable day pecause it

represents the culmination cf a wvery remarkable piece of teamwcrk,

And I am very glad to know, from my cclicague, that there are
represented nere today pecplie who can speak, or think, for all
the various groups who were responsivle Tor this achievement.

We live in such turbulent and hurried times that we
occasionally forget that history is still being made even though
it is made a little more hastily than it used to be made, I
daresay thkat if somebecdy were living today who could say, "Well
my grandfather had a hand in the liaying of the first trans-
Atlantac cable" this would be a matter of greatv family pride,
great family satisfaction. I hope that we will have enough
imagination in future fcr those whn have conbributed to this
enterprise to be able to hand down to their grandchildren this
wenderful constructive tradition.

I'm very sorry Postmaster-General thet 5Sir William

Oliver can't be herc, He is of course, as you know, in &ngland.
And I think perhaps I might be alleowed to cepart for one moment
from the theme to teil you that I had a letter from him the

other day. Tnose oi you wiho krow >ir William Oliver know that he

couldnit he anythirg elsc but an Inglishnan: tall, straight,
almost the ulgllSﬂMun of fiction, And he wrobe in'a lettoer to me
that he had arrived in England, and when he hailed a taxi the
taxi~driver said to hiim YWnere do you comce from?" with that
charming familiar view that taxi-drivers take in London, He said
TFrom Australia', 1o which the taxi«driver said "Ahl 7T knew you
weren't an glishmen®, To whicn Sir William Oliver replied

"Too right',

Mov very lovg @62 I uznl dowa. to thaoe OJyoaice Compony Jﬂ

Melbourne to cpen s\netning and 1 looked at a scetion oP co-axie

cable being made and 1 gazed at it with awe, with wonder, I
didn?t know wnat it was about, This shows how cut-of-date I am,
My friends here couid all explain what a co-axial eable is. I
can't, All I hwnw is that by some miracle 1200 uretched pecopla
can talk on it at the same time, Twelve hundrad te]ephune
conversatic nsS oust tiink cf its 1 can Look back on a tine
when pb011e raised fine points abcut tapring tclephone

convers. tions, mow how do you tap 1200...,.% #Well I won®t go
into it., (Laughter) All T know is that I have been told that
thore are 1200 a 1d soething pecople who w111 be able to talk
simultancously; ard by the wizardry of the Post 0ffice experts
each will be spzaking to the apvointed porsom and not %o
somebody clsa2. Iow T am all for that - as long as they don't all
»ing me up at the same time,

I am also told that whercaos thoerce are now 2 million and
& half calls per annum betwecen Sydney and Molbdourne, wnich shows
that these two Stataes arce, 9fter all, uztlng togaethery in 10
yearz? time there will be %% millicn cal.lsu Thesey of course,
are falmidlous figures. But they all illiustrate onc of the

niracles ¢f ocur lifetime,

When I was a smalli toy in the bush no
a motor vchicle, nobody had efu heard or telephone; a rcilway
trein arrived somewhat preceriously cnece o week, in no great
harry, and it departoed WatC“ on in the some ,aJ; communications
were scantys mail day vas a griat evont,  Since that time look
at the things that have happered: vartly, or nesily, in the
tield of comnunicationss coaunwiicalions perscn te porson,

3h body had ever seen
a




N
°

Lock at the enormous changes that have occurred in Tlight, In

lPuOfﬂgv“Unll travc”¢ g0 that before I coease upon tne midiight
nour myself I have no doalt that my successor will be leaving

ovdnby at a ccrtaln time ¢cne daj und arriving in San Francisco

ocfore he left Sydne; This is clementary. All these things

have changed personal contact cround the world,

Then we have communication in other ways so that a
rhotograph taken in London this aftcerneon may v“ry vell be in a
nevspaper in Australia tomorrow afternoons so we have the
miracles of telex and the teleprinter systems w;pch translate,
somavhat rougnliy, what somebody has said herc into what somebcdy
reads et the other end.

Now we have thisg mirecle of direct voice to voice
cormunication. Sir, I have been told, and no doubt
authoritatively, that the route of the co-axial cable frox
Sydney to Melbourne is approximately tac route that wes taken by
Hune and Hovell so many years agl, This is a fascinoting

thought that in those days brave men, skilful men, had to set ouv
onn journeys into an unknown country and arter months arrive at a
destination and that today they should be memorialised by cairns
of stones that "Hume and Iovell passced this way" on & certain
date,

Today, witn the 2inost 11v_“dJo]° siill thot has been
developed, the uagnificent cc-operation that hes cxisted from the
most ordinary man sitting on thc tall of a trcneh digger to the
most skilled planncer and ongineer at the tep, all this superb
teamwork has produced a resulv so that already, if the spirit
moved e, I could rl*g direct somebody in Sydncy, and I am assured
by mny coflonwbn that nefore we are nueh older there will be
dircce oUbSCIleT to sul crib( cal]wng between Melbourne and
Svdney, And of course thws is merely the beginning. This is not
the end. In duc course ¢ will, in our country, not over rich in
pcople, in nunbers, but very rich in resources ard spirit and
onterprise, nave 2 systen cof commmunication betweesn the pople of
Avstralia which, I venture to say, will be the envy of most people
in the rorld, This is not done just by so: o orng*pal decision,
This 1s done by a ceubination of jolly hord werk and irnense
sKil And todsy we are witnessing the ILrs+ culriinotion of this
md 7n1f1cen+ conbinaticr,

HJ

Sir, 1t is a proetiy difficulw vorid. It is a world full
of misund.rstandings, It is & world in vhich once nation can
quarrel so casily, «nd occasionclly so blindly, witn anothur,
2ut I for cnc believe that the ore we et togother the hanpier
wveg will bas  that the nore we con communicate direet with other
prople in this world, the nore we can hecr their volees and
gense their feelings, the noro disposed will wa be to understand
that the follow, or the nation, that ve rather disliked turns out
to be rather a bettor fellow, or a betiter nation, than we had
suspected. To ne, living in this century of Ulflbl@Sv the
greatest of all the miracies has oeun the development of
corzunication in the flesi, in the vcice, in the car, in the cye,.

and that, fir
ond to do whatsver it
this rcmarkable develo
historv, (&pplausc)

. 1o wny I wa delighued to bz here today
is vou want n2 to do in conncction with
opriznt in Austealia’s communications
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