P.M. No. 20/2962

MINISTER FOR TR4DE TO GO OQVERSLLS

Statenent Ly the Prime Minister, the Rt, Hon, R.G. Menzies

The Minister for Trade, Mr. McEwen, will be lcaving
on Sunday on his visit to North imerica and Europe for
discussions concerning the problens for dustralia of the
United Kingdonm's request to join the Cormon Market, and also
for consultation on wther inportant rel.ted problems dealing

with our cormodity exports.

Mr. McEwen has arranged for & final briefing scssion
on the West Cohast of suerica with “he Doputy Scerctary of the
Departuent of Trade (Mr. G. Worwick Sriith) and other
Lusiralian officials. Mr. G. Harwicls Smith has been cnzgazed
for sone 6 weeks in Furope on work closcely rclated to the
purpose of Mr, McBven's visit nd will be on his way back to
sustralia where he will be acting Scecerctary of the Departirent
of Trade while the Sccrotary (Dr. J.o. dosternan) is overseas

with the Minister,

Then Mr. McEwen's Jiscussions in iashin ton are
completed, he will then visit Cttawa before procecding to the

Tnited Kingdon and Burogc.

CANBI:RA,
1st March, 1962,




