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sir,

1 am very greatly honoured and very flatterad by your
invitation to be here. I'm afraid tiat 1 have been something of a
nuisance over this matter because at first a date was fixed - your
date, the 15th ~ and then it turned out by the inscrutable wisdom of
the electors (Laughter) that certain things had to be done and I
needed to have a conference of the Premiers, and so I had to put you
to the zreat ineconvenience of altering, for this purpose, yesterday
for today. 3ut all of you notable sarriors will undesstand that I
couldn't be here last night, because, like tne apostle, I was
®fighting wild beasts at Spﬁolus“. !Laughter, applause)

And even when wve had finished the Conference of Premiers
this morning - rather unn:goctodly from my point of view, because
there vere a few items still left « I pointed to the mos€ important
remaining one at five past one today and said, "Now I have a
Conference this afternoon with the First Sea Lord of England™ - who is
visiting us on matters that are quite germane to your experiences -
"and I must be -lown in Sydney to:ight, I have an important engagemont,
80 could ~e meet at 2 o'clock“. Then, you know, remarkably enough,
it turned out that one fremier had to catch a plane at two, another one
had to catch a plane at 2.30 because, you know, when you have the money
in the bag y u don't hang around (Laughter) You mizht be robbed.
(Laughterf And 1 gave my celebrated imitation of a man to whom time
was no object so long as it finished by four o'clock. In the result
at ten past one wve had concluded all our business! (Laughter) ind i
went home and packed my bag and came back to the office and tried to
clean up some of the accumulations of le itimate business over the last
two days, and then sawv the First Sea Lord, and then came down here.
Tomorrow morning I go back - I'm happy to tell you that 1've made no
appointment tomorrow until noon (Laughter) and that, I'm happy to say,
will not be with any Fremier who wants money. (Laughter)

But tonight, first of all I deeply appruciate the honour you
have done me in 1nvitln¢ me to come - I know of no ualific:tion t:at
{ have to be here. .jut in the second place I<ant to tell you how much
I have enjoyed being here - s0 far - becuusc ve have heard two
speeches which, to me, were very moving.speechcs by Dr. Fisher and by
the famous and celebrated Gen. Gordon Jennett. lApplauso)

Sir, the one concession that I must make be.ore I say a few
things that may matter a 1ittle more is this: that having sat in
conference with the Premiers and the Ireasurers, and +#ith Treasury
officials, veuring one suit all the week :und ge%ting rather baggy in
it, as you might imagine, I brought down a [reshly pressed suit with
me and when I 7Jent over and put it on tonight I found t :at the pockets
<2 @ full of papers. I thought ®"Now how odd. 4hut jupers have I?*"
And all of a sudden +hen 1 looked at them 1 rcalised that this must
have been the coat I was wearing on polling night, (Laughter) because
the first piece of  aper showed what at 10,30 was my -stimate of the
numder of scats I was losing; and at 11 o'clock I crossed that out
and added a few names to ity by midnight 1 had no more scats to add.
It was obviously a season of prayer u.nd fasting. (Laughter) And 1
thought "Now that's very inter-sting® because this has all reminied me
of what it is like to be on the verge of Jefeat - and perhap: that is
something to r member on a night like this,

I hope you will allow me to say without making any invidious
distinotions, how delighted I was when I arrived ut this Hotel tonight
to be received by that gzreat and so0d man, Charles ’nderson. (Applause)
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I am, as you know, the last man to engage in party politics. (Laughter)
This 1s completely foreign to my nmature. BSut I am told, remotely, that
you have an elecfion on in Kew South Wales - not mine, but some

else's. I hope that without trespassing in the arena of party politics
you will allow me to say that I don't und-«rstand how any electorate
that had the honour to be represented by Charles Anderson should fomgo
it at a General Election. However, whatever happens to me, he'll be
back. (Apphu“)

Now, Sir, General Bennett has tonight referred to a number
of historic events all of wvhich I know I can confirm. 1 thought
perhaps I might just say this to you about them and I want to develop
this because I wvant to demonstrate to g:u, if I can, how what appeared ‘
to be defeat has turned out to be of t
Australia,

At the very end of 19%0 we had a report by the military
experts on the position in Singapore and in Malaya and it was so :
disturbing that that was the very reason why, at the end of 1940 |
having a shrewd idea that I wouldn't remain in office too long a}tor I
got back because my majority was even sketchier than it is at this
moment, 1 went off to mn » The prime purpose of the journey was
to see wvhether we couldn®t strengthen the defensive position in
Singapore in relation to Malaya and the Far East because there was an
enormous deficiency of aircraft and there was a yreat weakness in
landward delence. There was a naval base, there were all sorts of
provisions of that kind for sea warfare 5ut there was a tremendous
deficiency, particularly in aircraft. ! don't think I've mentionea
this before, but if I grow oid enough, and silly enough, to write any
mnemoirs I vill have to state in some &otuil that the prime obpet of
that journey was to secure air defence, particularly by fighter
aircraft, in and around Singapore and Malaya.

0f course, at that time, it turned out to be impossible.
It's easy to forget these things, but at that time, when I was in
England in early 19%1 there was no second front - except the fronts
that the British were fighting on with their Commonwealth allies -
America was neutral, the Middle East presented a dreadful problem, ve
had all the troblcls of getting thin.s through the Mediterranean, and
in the result you couldn't succeed in getting modern aircraft, or even
sub-nodern aircraft, for the Far rast., All t.at they had vere needed
in the battle for the old country, or for the battles that were being
organised in the Middle East.

most enormous significance to

The result was, as we all know, that when the Japanese came
in - and at that time, frankly, I thought they would, that was why this
expedition was taken on - there was such a deficiency in air cover that
their tactics on the land and by the sea succeeded. Well this was a
tremendous tragedy. I don't blame anybody for it. I think that as the
facts then stood it was an unavoidable one,

But I don't think we ought to stop there. I don't think we
ought to say that this is just the final history of the event. 1f£,
34r, on the 15th February of every year you 4nst celebrated a defeat,
this would be a depressing event. But I don't believe it myself,
because 1 want to give you two, or three, outstanding reasons why the
efforts and the sacrifices and the suffe.ings of the Division, and of
the Air Force attached to them, and of the Navy which served so
heroically in the defence as tﬂo Japanese came down, are immnortal
events, and +hy I believe that they have not been thrown away.

The firast reason that I -ive you is one that has been
referred to by General Bennett himself. I have never been able to
understand why anybody, at any time, doubted his courage. (Applause)
He had shown his courage far too frequently to be accused by other
people, and lesser people, of a lack of it. This is too silly. He's
long sinco forgotten it. I refer to it only to assuroc him that people
like myself have never, never entertained such nonsensical idecas,
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1 remember -~ I wasn't the Prime Minister, 1 had heen relieved of that
yost by a discriminating group of people, before theso events - sitting,
as an Opposition wemer of the idvisory Jar C uncil, when he produced
his training manual on jungle sarfare and I can confirn everything

that he says ahout it. This became of supreme importance in the New
Guinea and the Islands campaigns, andws a tremendo:s contribution to
ultimate victory.

3ut may I go oeyond that? You have all been reading lately
about the proposals that sre on foot for a greater Malaysia - Malaya,
plus singapore, plus Worth Borneo, plus Surawak, plus Jrunei -~ these
proposals promoted by tha Tunku Aﬁdul Rahman, our great and friendly
leader of Malaya to costablish on this crescent a jreater Malaya which
would represent a friendly group of nations closely integrited with
each other, standing betwoen us, geographically, end more than
geosraphically, and the Communist threat coming down from Asia. This
is a rouarkable conception.

And why has it beentgfonoted by Malaya as a friendly pover,
as a membe:r of the Commonwealth? +hy has it been promoted with the
whole of those ideas in mind? It hus been promoted because bshind you
you left in Malaya an undying scnse of comradeshiip, of mutual help,

of admiration. O0'e has only to go to Malaya today, as I've had to
myself ince or tvice, to realise how high the :tocksof iusiralia and
of australians ure in that country. ’nd 1 wouldnt have you under-
estimate for one moment the significance of that in these great moves
that are now occurring to sstadblish ¢ greater Malaysia which under no
eircumstances would tolerate bescoming Cormun.st, but +hich, in the
broad sweep is on our side, and on the side of the free <orid.

Now I ask you to remember that ladies and jeatlemen. This
is {roz the point of view of a practising, working politician, who has
had soxme responsibility for the affairs o} his country. This is a
great thought (nhat you ought always to nave in your minda., It must
have been -~ God knows that people like nyself can't understand it - it
must have been a ditter moumeat to r.ach the point ol acxaowledged
defeit. 3ut to acknowledpge defeat for the time and to go for the rest
of your lives thinking that that sas the iinal defeat, would be the
greatest trugedy of all. ind 1 beg of you, throw it out of your minds,
Because 211 thonse events have laft their indelible mark on our friends
in these countries, and, I believe, on the {uture of South-Iast Asia.

Sir, that is my attoupt to 23timate the lmpuct 0T all these
things on the ninds of the leaders and members of these countries in
south-east isia.

But 1 now suant ygou tocoae Suc. Lo Jur odn courtry. Je are
not always 43 interested in floreign .flairs us ~¢ uight bejy though
rather more than we Jere. iIf ¢e are more interested ia Jloreign
affairs than we w<ere it is lar jely bacause 4e have, a8 u nation, become
conscious of the signiflecaiice »f south-uast 's.ia {he siznificance of
these countries lying close to us with the threaé lying behind them.
This is one of the :reat reassns why .iustralia has hecowe wore
conscious of foreign affairs, more :onscious in jarticular, of South-
Ast ‘sian affairs than 1t ver was ocriore.

In the result vhat has happened? Ine uf thue carly things
that my own deplorable uov.:rnuent did :as to oe one of th. | rouoters
of the South- ast Asia Ireaty Jrganisationy and toda,, 5..T0 1is
something of enormous significance Lo Justri.’ 1. llere Wz huve a
delensive orgunisation of mutual help, of ..utual under:tanding, of
nutual economic assistance, which embrace: ngt only areat 2ritaln and
the United States and France and Australia and Nes Zealand, but also
‘sian countries - Pakistan, and Thailand, nd the :hllippines. This
is a unique organisation. S5So long as it exists, 30 long 13 all its
members stand up to it, v have, in this corner of the world, a
de"enaiTte rmachanisy 91 vhich we ¢an place our most tremendous reliance.
It is a re;tonal agreement in a re:ion .pout which {ew pcople thought,
and fow people cared, only 20 years «30.
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Now if it is true, as 1 Lelieve it to be, that today we are
deeply concerned in this area, that today we are deeply concerned to

see that we take our part in this great joint orzanisation, that this

1s something that cnables ns to hold up our heads in the company of our
great and rful friends like the United Kingdom and the United States
then I want to say, Sir, to you, tonight, and to all your members, that '
what was done by our forces, apparently so unsuceessfully, apparontly
erding in some Iorm of disaster, has, in fact, been one o} the great
things to bring the Australian mind & undars{and how important this
;reat South-Sast sian urganisation is. (Applause)

in other words, 5ir, you can go through two periods on these
nattersg you can go throuzh a feeling in vhich emotions are high and
sentiments are highy you can become accustomed, if I may just mention
a few names at random to think with pride of people like Albert Coates
and "Weary" Dunlop and the miracles that they performedy you can think
of Charles Ander:onl you can think of Gordon 3cnnett up therc with very
1little knowledze, alrcady 2cquired, until the events happened and they
had to ve learned by hard practice. You can think of all these things,
and there is a high leeling about tham, there is a deep emotion about
them, 1 share them; you share tnem. 3But in the long run, in the eye
of history it becomes nec:ssary, aftor a while, to say “"4as all this
wasted?” “Did all this cone and ;0 and be forgotten exoept in a few
warm hearts anda few iively memories?® ™Or were these svents events
vhifg 2ctua11y altered tne course of history in this part of the
world?

It is because I believe that they did alter the course of
history in this part of the world, it is because I believe vhat I have
been saying to you about our rolagion to South-East of Asia, to our :
great sllies to whom I have referred, it is because I believe that that
I also helieve that your annual eoloﬁration is not tc be rezarded so
much as a melancholy event in which people look beck with sorrow -
though of course we do - but as an event from which you look forward
with pride, and with a realisation that these were great things, done
tor Australia and, 4s I {irmly belicve, done for the world.

Sir, I don't want to detain you any longer. It would have
been sufficient, from my point of view, to come down perhaps, and to
say, and say truly, that 1 think it is a tre.endous compliment on your
parl to invite me go be here. I would have hated to miss being here.
sut above and beyond that it has given an opportunity to me - what you
might call the more or less precarious head of the Gowvermment - to tell
you something which perhaps only a —an who fas ’rime Minister around
that time and who is now, by the marcey of ,rovidenoe, i'rime Minister
again some 17 years after it 2ll ended, can see in proper retrospect,
and who could tell you what I have told you tonight, I believe itg
1 mean ity and I hope you will accept it.




