P.M. No, 4/1962

VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES

Statement by the Prime Minister, the Pt. Hon. R.G. Menzies

The Commonwealth Government has made availlable to the
Victorian authorities the services of the Army, Navy and Air
Force to assist in any way they can in the fight against bushfires
in Victoria.

Yesterday the Treasurer, Mr, Holt? on behalf of the
Commonwealth Government informed %he Victorian Government of the
Commonweal th's concern and its anxiety to help.

Late last night the Deputy Premier of Victoria, Mr.Rylah,
sent the following message to the Prime Minister's Depar%ment in
Canberra:

WMR, RYLAH., THE DEPUTY PRZMI::. THANKS THE PRIME
MINISTEX FOR AIS OFFER OF 45SISTANCE FOR BUSH FIRE RLIEF.
MR, RYLAH ASKS THAL NECESS4 Y INSTRUCTIONS BE IoSUED TO THE
THREE DEZFINCE SERVICES, ARMY, NAVY, and AIR FORCE, TO ENABLE
THEM TO GIVE ASSISTANCE AEQUIRED ¥OR SUSH YIRE PURPOSES ON
THE REQUEST MAiDE BY THE CHIZF COMMISSION.a OF POLICE,
VICTORIA".

I have this morning despatched to the Victorian Premier,
Mr. Bolte, a telezram in the following terms:

"YESTEADAY MY COLLEAGUE THE THZASURER ON MY B2HALF
CON/ZYED TO YOUR GOVmuNMENT THE CONC..RN FELT BY MY
GOVERNMENT ARISING FriOM YOUR DISASTROUS BUSH rIRE EXPERIENCE
IN VICTORIA. H& EXPRESSED OUR SYMPATHY FOR THOSE JHO HAVE
SUFFOR:D BEREAVIMENT, LOSS OF THEIR HOMES OR DAMAGE IN OTHER
J4AYS., HE INDICATED OUR AEADINESS TO DISCUSS APPROPRIATELY
AITH YOUR GOVERNMENT ANY PROPOSALS YOU MAY BRING FORYARD FOR
AsLIEF OF DAMAGE AND H.RDSHIP,. LATE LAST NIGHT ./HEN THE
FIRZ DANGER APPEARED MORZ JIDESPRZAD AND INCHEASINGLY
THREATENING WE IMMEDIATELY AGREED TO i REQUEST FROM YOUR
COLLEAGUE THE CHIEF SmCiiETARY THAT YOUR GOVZRNMENT BE GIVEN
FULL ATHORITY IN THE IMERGENCY TO oEQUISITION ITS NEEDS FROM
COMMON.i sALTH SERVICES AND AGENCIES, WE ARE RSLIEVED TO
LEARN THAT HEAVY KAIN THIS MORNING HAS 2ASZD T#E POSITION AT
LEAST TZMrORARILY. NO DOUBT [HE.E JILL Bd & VR 1IETY OF
MATTE.S CONNECTED «ITH SAFETY AND REHASILITATION IN WHICH YOU
WILL oTILL BE 3EEKING SOME COMMONW..ALTH ASSISTANCE AND
CO-OPZ.LATION. SO THAT THESE CAN BE PROMPTLY AND E¥FECTIVELY
DEALT WITH I HAVE ARRANGED FOR THE MINISTE: FOR NAVY SENATOR
GORTON TO ACT A5 & CO-ORDINATING REPRESENT4LTIVE OF MY
GOVERNMENT",

CANBEHRA,
17th January, 1962,




