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My oolleagues having said cverything, I shall now proceed
to say it szain. That's fair enu:igh I think.

3ut two things struck me very ruch vhen I came in hers.
The first wvas that rLhis dim religious aiy, this cloak of darkness,
seemed to me to be a sort of fittin; surround (or a politician
(Laughter) ~ s sort of symbolism vhich 1 didn'. ex;ect lrom my
somewhat matter of fact eolleague, Kr. ‘ulme, ind the 3econd thing
that struck me, rather unploaundy, a8 that - you know hat ny
opponents say about me - tnero was a groeat pluocurd right in front of
me vhich says "HAM®,(High Altitude Measurement) (Laughter) 3ut apart
from these two incidents I am delizhted to have the opportunity of
opening this Exhibition,

My oolleague, ¥r. “ulme, i3 guito r:gh. w.en ne says that
the work done in ros.irch and deselop.ent .n ustra.la is really most
romarkable. I am ure therc wvere jeople in the .orld v im . zined
that we sere not up to it - just as the.e have becn, in ay own

o lifctime, yeople in the ofd who thought that -ustralia wvas
incapsble of manufactiring joods on the  rand scale and in the
highest cuality, It takes a whiie (or ,eople to reaiise that this
cruntry of ours is a modern couxunity with as uuch capacity per head
of ,opulation, us can be found anywhere else in the sorld; and, I

. sometimes think, perhaps a little more.

This is deamonstrated in rthe fleld of scieantific research,

applic tion of it In reseurch .nd development of vea.ons. It is a
ireat ity that in this world we sho.ld ha/e to devote so —uch time
and talent and xmoney to the production of veapons, tut we knov Lhat
2 are living in that kind of w~orld, and that we can't afford to be
without protection. st the work that has been done has, 1 believe,
been of a kind of which every .ustralian ought to be prou&. 1
haven*t been able to peer through the gloom, 30 [lar, ind see wvhat
is here, but there are one or two things that .ave gcon produced on

o this side of Sup;ly, like Malkarra for examplo, shich have become
quite accepted around the +sorld as showing the vay in the
production of a part.eulsr veapon of war. -nd the work that has
been done at «Joomora has, 18 you «now, beesn Jork which has attracted
the attention of the wboic worldr and particularly of the free

‘ s0rld. .his kind of thing isn't done except by Lremendous talent
and great enthusiasm. doomera is not just a streteh of earth,

leople think, p-rhaps, of a 'Rucket Rang: as being a place
<here you need to huve a greit deal of distance in front of you and
some particular means of recovering the rocket <hen it comes down.
Jehind all this 'gpace®’ on the esrth there is a iremendous
oconoentration of talent, of tremendous resoarch effort, of
productive activity. Any who +santed to get a new conception of
what ustralia is doing in this field sho:ld take the first
opportunity, if he is allowed to by my colleague, the Minister,
provided the journey is not boycotted for uny reason or other, of
going, not only to .comera, but to Salisbury in oouth Aust:alla
and to see thisproject right from the first clements of research
until the final testing of the finished product. it isy 1 think,
one of the exeiting things in ‘ustralia. And it has, already, in
the case of at least two matters, demonstrated an inventive and
original genius in this country, wilch marks it out amonz countries
| of the world as being a true home of thought, and of talent. It is
| a very ,00d thing indeed, therelore, that we should all, those of us
| who are relatively stricken in years, have a look at <hat is here,
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But it will, 1 believe, be purticularly attractive,
e.citing, to the minds of younger people - those who are interested
in science, those +ho are about to go to a .niversity, or to a
technological institute for the purposes of further scientifie
training. They will find here something tremendously interesting
because they will see how, in this complex department of science
the concentration of skill .nd of effort have beer able to lead o
the most astonishing results. . was happy to reaind syself the
other day that the Uepartzent of Supply 1as an elaborate system
for providing for <hat I will call cudet training along these lines.
I & hope that there will be thousands of younger ,eople who will
come 'cre und have their minds .nd imaginations timulated, not for
the purpose of destroying .eople in the world, but to pursue ilhe
search of scientific knowledge and to add cbo{r own knowled:e to
+~hat we 3o budly need in . ustralia.

Now shat i don't «now about seience is, of c.urse
consid.rable. -~lan “ulme has just oeen bold eno.gh to say {hat i
know nothing about science -~ this is comp.eteiy untr:e. . am
extremely familiar <4ith the U[irst law of physies which, 1f 1
remember it correctly, is that action and re-action ure equul .nd
opposite, I'a sure tﬁia has a jre . deal Lo .0 «ith politiecs,
\Lauéhter) 1'a sure it has., 1 um aiso not at 4ll sure that it
hasn®t zot a good deil to do with projectin; a rocket i:ito apaoe.
3ut for ¢ san +4ho hus the esasy mastery that [ huve of the irst
prineiple of physics, Lo be accused of having no knoslaed e of
physios is really . very, very, unikind cut. (raughter)

ianyhow wve won't keop you {rom .his. Yo must peer
throu*h the :loom. You will see these things hanging in the air -
+ don't know shether that is the moon or the sun, or a star. 3ut
1 did read in my notes for this occasicn, with zgreat envy, that my
colleague, the Minister for Jupply, hus already .onducted a
eonvorsutlon that 7as bounced off Lhe moon. 1'll try it at my
nexl roiicy 3peech - it might et over the b.rr.cade of interjectors.
(Laughter) +<ouldn't that be a mag:ificent idea. :oon and back.
And my opponents would then say exactly "“And that's just vhat it
sounded like®. (Laughter/

3iry I have the very sreatest pleasure in declaring this
xhibition open. (Applause)




