SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, I4E RT. HON.

R.G. MENZIES, AT 7S5TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWCASTLE, ON MONDAY,
11TH SEPTEMBER, lé6l

——————

Sir, parliamentary colleagues, Lord Mayor, and gentlemen:

The toastmaster has told you that I am to propose the
toast of Commerce and the 75th Anniversary of the Chamber of
Commerce.....Now, Sir to propose the toast of Commerce is rather
to invite oneself to make one of those long speeches and I don't
want to do that. But to propose the toast of Newcastle on the
75th Anniversary of the Chamber, now that is something that
really, I think, attracts the mind,

When I arrived here this afternoon out at Williamtown,
I met the Lord Mayor, Alderman Purdue, which, as you know is a
corruption of "par Dieu" - really it is only that the name has
been changed that gets him rid of a few rather blasphemous
observations, (Laughter) in the street, Well of course the
moment they said, "Do you know the Lord Mayor?" I said, "Of
course I do, I've never known anybody else in that position'".
So honour was satisfied. And after a few exchanges we came in.
Then one of them, I would have you believe, said to me "We have
been looking through the rccords and we find that you are the
first Prime Minister to visit Newcastle" - I think he said
"officially", whatever that mcans - "since" - was it Mr, Lyons?
Itve forgotten., Well I wouldn't have that. Because God knows,
Purdue knows, that I have been here time after time and I have
fought with wild bcasts at Ephesus, with some of my fricnds here
whipping them on from the back of the hall, timec after time,
"Oh", he said "officially". Then another gentleman I ret
subsequently said, with an absolute excess, I thought, of virtus,
"the first Prime Minister to visit Newcastle in 77 years"., Nowy
I warn you gentlemen, this is a perfecct example of how
extravagance can grow on you - because therc has only been a
Prime Minister for 60 yecars! (Laughter) And for my sins I have
been it for about a quarter of the time. (Laughter) But this
man, in order to put me at a disadvantage - that's what I don't
like (Laughter) - went back to 1884 and imagined Prime Ministers.
Well anyhow I've remembered ity but I will now forget it. And,
of course, I forgive it. Bccause I think all this shous that he
wanted to cstablish soncthing about Newcastle,

Now I will tell you somcthing about Newcastie if I may.
I think that Newcastle and the country of which - this is not a
contentious remark - of which it is the natural capital
(Laughter, applausc) - this is not to be treated as a preliminary
judgment on any ncw State movement - I never anticipate troubles:
they come fast cnough - is a very rcmarkable placc and a very
rcmarkable area.

Now I should have known, but I didn't, that Newcastle
as a port, if you just start there, vies with Sydney and
Mclbourne in the tonnages that it handles, I don't think that
that is at all well understood around Australia, I have been
coning to Newcastle - unofficially - for I think 35 years,
though I seem to have madc singularly little impression
(Laughter) on any of my hosts, but until I read the brochure
that had been sent to me on this occasion, I didn't rcally
clearly understand how tremendous a port Newcastle is, I think
that ought tec be veryv much better known in Australia,

Then, apart from that - and perhaps, of coursc
entirely related to it, here we have the home, in the nedern
sense, of the iron and stcel industry of Australia. A
tremendous iron and stecl industry - an iron and steel industry
so remarkable, and the people who work in it so remarkable,
that there is no more cfficiont in the world. (Applause)
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And all round the world, into the United States of America, into
Great Britain from time to time, will go the products of this
industry, through this port, into those great countrices. When
one thinks of Newcastle one thinks of those things.

Then, not long ago, my wife came up here and launched a
magnificent vessel, the Princess of Tasmania, of which shc still
regards herself as thc part-ownerj; the product of a great ship-
building yard which still has many fine things to do in the ship-
building world.

And then there is the whole coal country behind us.
Coal has never becen without its problems - it still has themn.
But I an hoping and believing that with the devclopment of proper
coal export facilities a new world is opening for the production
of coal and the export of cocal from Australia. I know there are
other coal fieclds, but in the old days when I used to be a bit
mixed up with these problens, to think of coal was to think of
Newcastle - not beccause you wanted to take coal to Newcastle, but
beccause you had behind it, places like Cessnock and Kurri Kurri,
of which I have happy, but exciting nenorics., Here you arc in a
port, a great port, with a grecat nmajor industry, with all sorts
of o%her industries that I won't take time to mention because
you are all so familiar with them, and behind this some of the
greatest doal neasures in the world. This alone would make this
a rcmarkable place,

But if you go further still you come, as I have been
taking great pleasure in reminding my friend Vercoe from South
Australia - where they are a little bigoted about their wine, you
understand - that if you go up the Hunter you will come to sone
of the finest wine country in Australia. (Applause) And the one
thing that I complain about in the expensive brochure that was
sent to me was that I couldn't recad anything in it about Mount
Pleasant wine, or about Tulloch's.

But let us remember it. This is a rcemarkable state of
affairs: a port, a great iron and steel industry, coal, wine.

When, recently, I said to some people who are
associated with me that I would like to nake a speech on the
Cormion Market problem t. a country audience - because country
people have a lively and particular interest in it - and they said
to me "What about Maitland?" I said "Oh, come, aue, I've spoken,
or been spoken to, at Maitland a fair number of times", 4nd
they said "That's all right". And I found myself talking to a
thousand people, most of whon were farners, and woke up, as cven
a Prime Minister will ultimately, if you give him a chance -
after all I'm only a beginner - woke up to the fact that here
was an immense farming aroca, with dairy farmers, and whecat
growers and, of course, behind all that, wool growers, an
immense wool market here in Newcastle.

Look I could stretch all these things out to the
crack of door, The point that I want to make to you is that you
must never think of Newcastle as just a heavy-industry city, or
just as a port. This city, and the arca that it scrves the
area for which it is a port, the area of which it is, in %he
sense that I have described it, a natural sort of sub-capital,
this is a microcosm of Australia itself., If you wanted to find
an area in which you said, "Well now let us considaer the state of
Australia, what we ought %o be doing, how we are balanced on two
feet in our cconomy, our hopes, our future", then I would
recomnend to anybody that he should come here and study, not
only this town but the country that lies behind it: a perfect
exanple of inter-dependence.
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I think, Sir, that that is onc great reason why for
once in ny lifec since I arrived here I haven't had ny car
bashed about tariffs, or inport licensing, or subsidics, or
whatever goes on, you know, The truth is that you here -~ and I
cén sce it when I realise who are rcprescnted here tonignt -
represent the broad sweep of lustralian interest. Tacrefore you
arc all conscious of the comon intcrest riuch nore than you are
of your particular interest within the comrion interest. find
this is, I think, vastly important.

One docsn't need to talk party politics on an
occasion like this - it would be ridiculous and quite inproper
having regard to your association - but as I get oldery, not only
in ycars, but in the scrvice of this country, I likc to feel
nore and nore that we are all Australians and that the greatest
interests that we have are interests in cormon,

Thercfore, Siry it is a very rofreshing thing to come
to an area in which all these things arc demonstrated; in which
all these things arc brought together,

I can remenber when I was a small boy living in the
bush, in the north-west of Victoria, when people bocane
passionate about protection or frec trade - this is going back a
fow ycars, you understand - my father was a violent
proteccticnist, in the middle of a wheat growing community., It
took a2 bit of somcthing, you know, to be that. But he bprought me
up to undcrstand that if cver I ceased to be a protectionist he
would rise from his grave and deal with rmie. And I taink he
would, because he was a man of considerable vigour; (Laughter)
and mcen of considerable vigour like that are not easily kept
dovn. But therc it was: protection and frece trade. and I went
through a period in my ocarly manhood when it scemed to be taken
for granted that if you were for manufacturing industry in
Australia, you must be against the farmer; and if you wanted to
be for the farmer, you rust be against manufacturing industry.

This has now becen understood by the pcople of
Australia to be the most sorry nonsense., Becausc we live o cach
other, with each other, And if anybody wanted to be taught the
rudiments of this broad understanding of the iAustralian cconomy 1
will rccommiend that he be sent up here and nmade to understand
what is going on here, and what is zoing on 50 miles west, and
up the vallcy of thc Hunter, so that at the end of tne time he
rnay realise that the whole business of commerce in Australia is a
busincss of inter-dependence, and not of gquarrclling about what
we suppose to be individual intercsts,

When I look at the list of your rnembership - as I did -
and I sce its broad sweep I can very well understand, Mr,
Chairman, that your Chamber, in its 75 years, has been able to
criphasisc this nutuality of intercsts, this mutuality of
patriotism, which I think rust characterisc a great Chamber of
Cormerce in a great commercial, industrial, farming and pastoral
contre,

And so, Sir, I an delighted to be here, and I an
delighted to have the opportunity of proposing the health of the
Chamber on its 75th Anniversary. But before I do so actually,
perhaps I night say this to you.

I went out to Maitland on this occasion cxpecting tc
sce 120 people, not a bad crowd that would have been, and finding
1,000, Why? Becausc they loved me? On the contrary$ Probably
4595%, or you night say 50.5% hated the sight of me. 3But they
carie, Why? Because they had realisced that these events in
durope about the Common Market nre not only the businecss of the
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United Kingdom but the business of lustralia, the business of
Canada, the business of New Zealand, with tremcndous force, the
busincss of other countries.

Don't ask me to say what is going to nappen. But I do
know thiss that this is an issuc which rises above all party
considerations. I don't bclieve for one moment that there is a
nan in the Federal Parlianent who docsn't want to sce that
cverytning that can be done is done to protect the proper
intercsts of our country in the nmarkets of Great Britain, and of
Europc, and of the world,

But it is not zuving to be easy. There arc powerful
considcrations that affect the old country. There arc tremendous
political considcrations - and they don't grow smaller, day by
day, as the manufacturcd crisis over Berlin becones nore
difficult, Thesc arce tremendous problers 4ind in the solving of
them we all know that we nced a powerful Rurope; and we all
know that a powcrful Europe nceds a powerful Great Britain.,

Never let us abandon our recollection of the fact that the great
nation in the saving of the world, twice in this century, has
been Great Britain itself. (Applause) ind as we rorcnber that
we will remember that we nmust be astute, net to do somecthing
that will hurt her, or diminish her significance in the world,
But at the same tinc we arc sustralians, we have a profound duty
to our own country, and we don't want sonething to happei. that
will hurt us. 4and we believe that with good sense, and good
judgnent, and some understanding on the part of Europcan
countries, and of the United States of .uerica, we night hope to
arrive at a conclusion on matters winich will lend strongth to all
of us, and to Europec itsclf,

I an not zoing into dctails on this matter - though w»
have been doing it in other fields - but I just want to say to
you that I don't think these are problems that are zoing to be
solved by rhetoric, by aggression, by aggressive rcmarks, by
aggressive argunents, These require firmness of charactor and
level-headed judznent and resolution. and isn't it intercsting
that those three things arc still neseded on everything that
natterss level heads, clear ninds, firmnness of recsolution.,

I nentioned just now the Berlin crisis, You know, it
is so casy to dismiss Berlin., "Is it worthwhile? It's only a
particular city. Is this worth a war?" Well you don't avoid
wars that way. 4after all Czechoslovakia wasn't worth a war, it
was saidy Poland wasn't worth a war as it was said; Belgiun
wasn't worth a war, You can 2o around the whole zariut of these
things and you cone back to the proposition which ought to be
cstablished crystal clecar by now that there is a 'point of no-
surrcnder! otherwisc the frce world retreats and retrcats and
rctreats into surrender. .nd here we have Berlin,

I ant happy to say that I think the attitude taken on
this matter by the grcat (lecstern powers has been admirable - firm
but not provocative. Mr. Kennedy s statements I think have been
splendid - firn, but not provocative, 4nd at the noment they are
becing net by blustering and threats and bullying. Well,
gentlenen, blustering and threats and bullying nay 2o down well
with some pcople, but they have never cut nuch ice with us, have
they? Never cut nuch ice with youj never cut much ice with e,

And yet we don't want to be behaving as 1if we were
aungry for battle. Because the next great battle in the world
will leave nonc of these countries to be discussed in futurec,

And they all know it., Z4nd when Khrushchev kncws that, as he
does, then I have a firm belief that the first time he sits
across a table and szes a ran with a clear eye who represcnts
true cuthority, and a great massive body, not only of public
opinion, of froee strenzth, but of powcr, and hec is told that this
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is where it cnds, that is where it will end. This is going to
be the nost tremendous, the rost trenendous event in recent
years, (Applause)

Well we all hope, we all believe, that we won’¥t omne to
this drcadful pass. I don't think there is any reason inhluman
nature - and there is a good deal of hunan nature on bothsides
of the iron curtain - to suppose that it will cone to this pass,

But in the ncantine we have one prine duty: to gt on
with the development of our own country; to zet on with the
production of our own country; to establish that here inthis
rcomote corner of the world, not by one ncans only, but by a
hundred different means, we can becone not only sreat producers
for ourselves, but great producers for cxport markets around the
world, and particularly around cur quarter of the world. This is
¢ great task. I feel infinitely indebted, nyself; to those who
take tine off from their own busincss undertakings to think about
these things,

We have just had 2 magnificent conference in Canberra
apbout exports, a widely represcntative conference. e all mean
business on this matter. And all I want to say to y»u is that
it is a good thing to talk about at a non-party gathering bccause
this, with great respect to everybody, 1s a non-party ndatter,
This is an australian problen. When we have solved that one we
can take tine off to have a crack at each otaer - we will anyhow
because that is all part of the same - and I enjoy it ~ but
anyhow wc can take time off to do that,and we will. But hcre in
Neweastle, in this place, in this area, with your irmcnse variety
of activi%ies, you, I believe, represcent, in summary, tuc whole
thing that Australia is aiminz at,.

So, S8ir, I say to you that as this Chamber has been
going on since ninc yecars bcfore I was born, so I hope that it
will go on for 90 years, 900 ycars, after I am dead. .ind then,

I trust, an industrious secretary, looking throusgh the rccords of
the past, will produce as a piecc of ancient history that a
fellow celled "Menzies" once cawe here and spoke., (Applause)




