SPEECH BY THE PRIME HIHISILLR& THE RY. TON.

R.d. HKNZIBSi AT URLV.LWSITY OF WG TERN

Sir, Your Lxcellenay, and ladies and gentlemen, and fellow students:

I vant to tell you that I have a hat here which 1t 19
oonsidered correct to put on. (Laughter) Like that. (Laughter)
And onoe one has put it on and 1lifted it with due reverences in the
riZht quarters, one takes it off and ;ives it to an innocent
bystander. (fAu.‘htor)

I was tremendously interested in the cable from Harwey,
(Laughter) There was one thing missing in the cables I would have
expected tiat it would have ended up "Collect® (Laughtor) 1 don't |
knov what makes me think of that except that I am in Western |
Australia. (Laughter) You have been reminded by the Chairman, with |
some difficulty 1 zathered, that I am Prime Minister (Laughte:) and I
very well remember that Shen I was first Prime linister, many many
years g0 (Laughter) I had a telegram from Western Australia, from a
representative of the vheat-growers who, as some of you, the nore
literate among you, may know produoe a political eo-odty called
*wheat®., This telegram said to me tiut unless something was done
for the Lestern Australian wheat Zrowers all would fail, all would
oome to an end and oonfusion. At the end of this long, argumintative
and costly telegram, he ended up by saying "Our position is =0
doubtful, so dangsrous, that I am sending this telegram ‘colloct'”,
(Laughter) I'm not mlnz to be disingenuous enough to say that I
paid for it personally; but we did, in the office. And later on the
wretched man came into Parliament. (Laughter)

low what 1 really wvant to say to you is that I think this is
about as remarkable an event asz 1've ever been invited to tako part
in because 1 am not unaccustomed ~ oven my friend the Premter could
tell you this - to having cases put to me whioh involve some findin
of money from the inexhaustible purse of the Commonwealth, Ind
in the University field it has been my owvn Zreat pleasure and great
privilezs to have something to do with the remarkable development in
Universities in the last few years, something that I hope I wlll be
permitted to be proud of and vhich has involved an enormous
co=oporative effort between Commonwealth Govermment, 3tate Govermments
and a mass of people interested in higher education in Australia.
Bat Shis, 1 think, 3ir, is the first ocoasion on which I have been
invited {o opsn a fine building, a costly building, paid for by the
personal sacrifice and efforts of undergraduates. 1 think this is a
remarkable event. (Applause)

I don't vant to flatter you unruly characters (Laughter)
unduly but I am bound to say that this is the most spectacular piece
of self-help tiat I have seen in this field. This is a wonderful
performance and I would like to con;ratulate everybody who has been
connected with it,

1 think it is particularly appropriate that it should take
the form that it does for residential and vhat I will call, in a
broad wvay, sooclal purposes. Things have moved on a lot in modern
times. Ut'nn I was at the University of Melbourne, and it mny shock
some of you %0 know that I was once at a Universi&y, (Laughter) the
amenities, 1f I may call thea 3uch, for students were very sketchye.
I don®*t know that we had very much enter,rise in those days; or
perhaps we weren't as rich as you are now. 3ut cortainly we didn't
dream of things like this. It is terribly important that they should
have been dreamed of and brought to performance here because it helps
to remind us of the true character of a university education.

The University stands for not simply the provision of the
means of instruction, the means of teaching, though they are, of
eourse, essential. Cvery University today knows that it has great
problems about the number of staff compared to the ever-rising
nunber of people who want University training, or tertiary education
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of one kind or another. This is an enormous problem, not only of
monay, but a great problem of trainin; and procuring gho necossary
standards of staff. This is a problem that I think will be 0 more
toasing one over the next five or six yeurs than perhaps any other
prodlem we have had.

But all that relates to instruction, to teachige It
includes the provision of equipment - equipment which, g 1L 1t
iz to be of the proper stgndard is infinitely more complex,
infinitely more expensive than it ever was before.

But a University doesn't exist just for some to teuch
or for others to be tauzht., It is not an undesirable t:in- 1;ha§ in
addition to sitting in lectures, one should do a little study
teac:ing one thing, :tudying enother., 3ut when we have c,,:xsi&erod
teaz. ing itself wllh all the calls that it makes on people of great
111 znd of great dedic.tion, and we add to that the stidy that a
stident pmust put in on his own account if he is to reap ties full
“arvest of being at a great University, we should then :4d to those
the third element of university education, by no means the least
which is contact with students, the learning to 1ive in & studenis'
society, the subtle 1ndotimb.{0, educational quality of rubbing
shoulders with mpio, people vho are in other faculties ( .aughter)
Yes, I knovw.,.]l might huve known somebody would be ahead of me.
(Laiizhter) 3ut you know 1 think that a lot of people who are not
directly concerned with universities sometimes faill to rcaiise that
what seems to some of th.e more dour among them to be a waste of
time - the social life that exists in a place like this, the life
of thn playing {lelds, the arguments that go on of a highly
speculative, and so-o{nes violent kind, the infinite suporiority
of the second year medical student ovor the poor huamble finzl year
lav student -(Laughter) are all splendid things because they mean
that in a strange way, such is the wisdom of providence, the
students are eduocating each other,

How that is the great point anout a university, rhut is
the sreat point about bringing people together in a place like
this, the xreat point about thea having some social existences in
the student body, of having contact with otner minds and other
disciplines. The reat value of this is that it broadens the mind
and gends out not merely a highly skilled zraduate in a technioal
way, but a developed human being who can be a good citizen ard a
Wise man or a wise woman.

Therefore I approve -« if that means anything - i ajpprove
wvarmly of w#hat has boen done here, not only becuuse it is &
maznificent example of self-help, but because [ believe that this
kind of thing is of the essanoe of 4 university. My own approach
to the financial problem of universities for the last ten years has
bean from the very beginning that it isn't enougn just to proevide
the »inimua classrooms. 1 have always beliocved it z0es {ur leyond
these thin:s. &surly in dasaling #ith this ma.ter tie guestion
cropped up, for example, about residential ocolleges and my first
comiittee wasn't v:.ry interested in doinz anything about them. I
sald, *“You must include some rocoruandation about residential
col czes even small ones, but we must have some", And the srswer,
quite common at that time was "Dut these are frills, residential
collezes are frills; halls of residence are i1rillsj uni:n houses
are JrillsY. This is a pretty stark outlook on university training
and from beginning to end I have said "I won't have this.
University must be a body which is a comprehensive affuir, wtieh
caters not only for the bare minima of teaching, the bare mirima of
acoouniodation, libraries und so on, but provides also for the
ultimnte production of men and women of consequence®,

I wvant to say quite seriously to all of you that the
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future of Australia, the wisdom of this country, the true :tan
of this oountry, -he true level ofcivilisation ih this country
depond far more upon those who are now undergraduates and wiw are
4etting the advantage of these things, and the responsibiliity of
these things, than they will upon people like myself who have
grovn, or are Jrowing old in the servioe of the country.

Hovever, there it is, it is in a real sense in your handsg
ani the measure of’ the success of this univerzity, this reiatively
young university, will in the long run bs tho kina of people it
sends out and has: sent out not only intc Jegtern .ustraliz, but into
Augtralic and the sorld, their quality and their contributlon.

And this is realiy, all joking apart, a splendid cxample
of imagination on the part o} the undergraduate body, not o:dy
self-sacrifice in a monetary way, but of imagination and iforesight.

sir, for ull those reusons I am delihted to b 'ore even
though it doas involve me putting on a gown. 1 ought {0 wxylain
this gown to yous 1 have been made an honorary :raduate oi a great
nusbhey of universities for some reason or other - I ot ihem much
more casily than I got my own deygrees in Melbourne in ny oun time -
but the only time I was over given the gown to keep (Luazhtor) was
in risbane the other duoy., And this is 1ty Uy wife thiiks it is
a8 villainous combination of ocolours (Laughter) -1l i ‘movs ebout it
18, »nd this .ppesls to me, 1 got it for nuthing. {(lauazitesd

3ire 1 thank you for the opportunivy of beinz here and I
have the L:rea{est pleasure ic the world in declurin; %the obuilding
Upen. (Applause)




