SPKECH BY IHE PRIME MINLSTE:i, THE RT. HON. R.G.
MENZIE3, Al OFFICIAL OPENING OF .CLENCE BLOCK,
ST. JUSKPH'S COLLLGK, S8YDNEY

on

~ASth Julv, 196

Your Dminence, Kev, 3ro. Provincial, 3ro. Othmar, Sir Join (MeCauley)
and i.dies ana isnhtlements

I think I ought to be:in by telling you that the .tory that
the ieve Jro. rrovincial told about somebody fallinz tixro:zh the
floor und thus justifying a nev laboratory woke an echo i my mind
because I once had a Minister ior the Army who cane ulong to me one
afternoon and put up a most :mpassioned plea for a nes je:geants'
Hes3s at Duntroon. I was in a bad mood and I said "Ruboish!
lionsensel They can ge. nlong with the old one. This 4s not & time
to e uspending all this money®. You know, the sort of thing that
rrime ‘inisters have to do occasionally. 4hat night the old
Jurjoants' Mess wus burnt lown. (Laught:r) 1 sent for the Minister
the next morning and complimented him on a turn of speed that I hadn't
credited him sith. HNos I say no more than t'at; other/ise it might
be uieommonly dofamatory.

Nov 1 am terribly sorry that you hase Lo :1t oat thers and
freeze - Lhe only time I hive ever struck a cold day in jydney - and
8o I will help you, if 1 may, by being tolerably brief.

There are two things about this ichool that 1 3.7 est we
should all have in mind. One of them consists of the la:t, just
relorred to by 3ir John, that shen this school was established 80
years ago it was built und established for far more boys than them
appaared to be in sight for the school. 1 discovered 7ith :reat
inter:st this aftornoon that this is, today, the biggest boarding
soficol in the whole of Ausiralia. ilow this means that 3) years ago
ti.ere wore peopie vho had couraje, vision, and imagination, who .14d
thinzs in a big way, who accepted the chance of failure, sho cdidn't
under-provide for the sorvice of a sghool, but at that gimo OVer'=
provided for it. This is exactly the same spirit us the spirit that
has set up in some of ~he old countries of Europe maznificent
cathedrals, wondaerful structures jroviding pluces of wJorship built at
a time when a mere handful of jeople were res.onsible »r hen. This,
1 .hinx, is a stimulating thing.

It would not have happened if it had not been or the
profound belief in the minds of the Ifuunders of this sciool that “hey
wore dealing with matters of eternul importunce. They wa ¢ not just
providing a cartain amoun!. of instruction; they wore providing
sonething that would be buflt into _he character of every bo, who went
through the school. That was a jreat vision; and it was a vision ‘
full of a remarkably clear perception of the greut truths of education.

I had occasion re:ently, to deliver a speech on the broad |
subjoct of education - in Adelaids before a learned body - .ind in the
course of preparinj for it i camo across one observation /hich I will
take leave to quote to you - and I do this with all themore acoeptance,
no doubt, on your pa.t, when I tell you these words Jell from the lips
of Father leeson who had attended a Confer noe whtch initiated the
movement that I was addressing. These are superb wordss "All
knowledze is zrist to the mill of the educator; but unless he concerns
himself with his pupils® churacter he remains an informer, a source
of fxcots piled upon one another and imparted to a mind bo!h irmature
and untrained in their propdr use",

This is the .reat choice in aducation - the :iving of
information, the acquiring of a stock of facts, the acquiri g, perhaps,
of some pro}osstoml skill, some technical knowled e, Iha-:‘ on the
one side, by itself. And on the othe: side 'all that, und "eaven too',
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All that, and the traini g In character whigh, of ail schoo.s, ;reat
Chureh foundations like this are best yualified to provide. .his 1s,
I think, the great truth.

dhen we Jere bein; told by the irovincial abo:¢ these

dreadful , modern, yet historic episodes it kept coming bacl: into my
mind 211 the time *Why do these things happen?' Not be-iuse in those
very countries men hadn't been to school, not because there were not
people of trained intelligence on the /rong side, but ba::.use they
had not loarned that civilization is in the heart and 1n the soul,
they had not learned the ethical values which are involved in
edusation, That is why people trained in othics, beliavers in
relizion, believers in the ighty, have been m{hlossly attucked by
people u‘fzo sav in them meore reactionaries - as if it coild be
reactionary to comsider, to study, to ponder, eloernal things. 1 al:
as probably you know, a tremendous believer in Church schools. I don't
eriticise any other kind of schody it is not avupybody who cun o to
a sehool like this, I myself have had a variety of experionces in the
course of being educutionally .iragged up in some fashion - a itate
school in a little country village, a stato school in a bigger
provingial town, and a great Church school in a jpuat city and the
University, and so on -« 8o that 1 have looked at this thing from the
inside. The more I look at it, and the older 1 become, the more

. congcious I am that the problems of the world today are problems of
character more than of anything else, and the more thankful I am that
schools like this have been established and have flourished and are
making such a great contribution to the world.

| . There are very many people, clever people, 1 suppose, who

. thinic 'hat we are living in the golden age of civilizution. why?
Jacause we can rove through the air at speeds that nobody onoe thought

, of; because we can stand in front of & thousand or two thousand

; people snd be heard comfortably ovor a pudblic address sy:tem; because

' we can look at the television, or 3o back home in a cary b cause we
can enjoy all these things which have all come in ny own lifetime,
And this, we are told, is the . olden age of civilization. Firing a
man to the moon which'no doubt will be the next piece of lunucyj
putting people into orbit., All this is great stuff, clever stuff,
no doubt very important stuff. But the odd thing, the thing to

. remember is that in this century, easily the cleverest ceutury in
history in technology and in some aspects of sclenoce, w: have seen
more hatred and bittarness, more war, more injustice, more brutality,
than porhaps any othar cenzury in history was able to witness., And
‘ why? Because we have failed, broadly, to understand that the two

great tasks in life, the two _:reat tasks of civiliation, which, if

| performed, are the proof of civiliz:ution, is that men should get to
understand each other and value each other and be just to each other,

‘ and that they should be united in a brotherhood which is the
inevitable result of the fatherhood of God. These ure the . reat
elenents in civilization; and 5ir, 1 wu.d 1like to ocongratdate you
on be:ny a director of a School wh{oh lives by these principles, and
has put them into practice, and has so, 1 believe, made u roat
contribution to our country.




