I wvant to say, 8ir, that I am vory grateful to you for
vhud you have said abou{ me, and about my Government. I think it
proper that 1 should aleo remind all of you here today that what
has been done could not have been done without the moat extensive
financial oco-operation on the part of the State Govornment

booause the new era, as I like to think it is, in univeraity 11ife
vhich began with the Murray Report, and the a&option of the

Murrey Rogort, imposed great burdens, if we acaoepted them, on the
Commonwoalth and on the Statej and f think it is a very remarkable
thing, worth remembering, that all the Jdovernments in Australia
oconcerned, and indeed ali parties ooncerned, accopted these
roaponlibilitiea, which of course, as you know, are not growing
lens. As a result of the Murray Commission we found oursolves
called upon to find a sum of money which was ataggering to me

and, I ocan only assume, catastrophic to the Treasury. ut we
swallowed three times und in a small volce said "Yes®™ - and my
State colleagues, I have no doubt, swallowed five times and in a
snall voice suid "Yes™ - and then ve upgointod a Universities®
Commission, under as mild-mannered a colleation of bandits as I ‘
have ever ocome acqross in my life, wWhen they made their
reoccmmendations for the next triennium ( I see one of the bandits
herel) when they made their recommendations ior the next triennium
well, they were rou twioe vhat they had beun when we swallowed
three times and said "Yes" -~ so this time we swallowed s8ix times
and said "Yes",

But these are, of course, light-heurted rumurks about a
very, very remarkable pouriod of development, The development in J
the university's field has been, and is of course Joing to be, so
phenomenal that one would almon{ have expecteod it to satisfy éhn
demand, BSut of course it won'ty it won't because circumstances
in Australia are such that the demand for tertiary oducution is
growing much more rapidly than the population itself, But all
this i1s a good thing, thoush it poses the most tremendous problems
not only in terms of money but in terms of trained and adequate
teachers and enquirers. There is a tremendous challenge to
eduoution in Australia,

Now when one thinks of a University one, of course
thinks of a variety of methods, but for myself I would like Eo
say that I think thut not only is a fine library the heart of a |
university, but in a real sense it is the University. One |
cannot imagine & university without a library of such quality and
of such extent that the eayger students in their thousands will

not be prepared to find sustenance in it and encoura jement in it.

A library is a marvellous thing, and books are marvellous things,
Carlyle, you know, saids "In books 14e the soul of the whole past
time, the urtioculate audible voice of the past when the os0dy and
material substance of it has altogether vanished like a dream®,
Now that was, I think, a remarkable obse:rvution, in "llerces and
Hero-worship®., He was thinking of books prinarily as the :
repository of the mind and expe.ience of men in past days., He |
was speaking us an historian, and I am very jlad that '.e was, |
bucause & university that loses its sense of history, a student
who has no sonse of history, is only half a university or half a
student. And so, if a 115rary is to be the repository of the
past forms and experlence of men, it must be an adequate one.
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I know that in my days at the University of Melbourne =~
1f I may refer to so humble a foundation in your presende - a
Iniversity that was once decoruted by the Vice-~Chancellop
himeself, in our time a library was a small affair, rather dark.
I romember it so wells a bit dingy, a few studonés coming in and
peering at the book-shelves and gctiing as near as possible o the
window to get & little light, and a magnificent person called
sdward llippius Sdromby, who wore u& beard, presiding at a desk and
being ;reatly shocked svery time someone dropped a volume of the
Law reports on to the floor, an art whigh I acquired then and
whigh turned out later on to be extraordinarily useful when
appearing before a somewhat somnolent High Court.

Now, 31ir, 1t is said, and one can quite undorstand §t,
"Apen't we pu{tina up too many libraries; aren't we setting up
too many of these . reat places? And the comment is a comment
not to be surprisod at becuuse I beliove in recent times, almost
in the last few years, there has been a yreater burgeoning of
1ibrary building and equipment in Australia than at any other time
in our history, I doubt whether it cun be matched in any other
country of our population. Therefore people of economiosl minds, .
which distinguishes them, of course, very sharply Irom aconomists -
the word is quite different - but people of eoonomical minds will ‘
say to us: "Well, why spend all this money on a university library
when only over there you have a National Library?® Just as I said |
at Canberra University, people say "Why spend all this money on a
University Library when you are already devoting your attention to
the preliminary planning of a great National Library in Canberra?”

The answer s that no University cun do its work, and
above all a University so tremendously over~crowded as this is in
torms of numbers, no University can do its work if it does its
libyary work, its study of books, at a distanoce, The book must be
with Lhe student, the faocilities for work must be, in my opinion
instant facilities becuuse, unless students have {mprovbd a groaé
deal since my time, it doean't take more than a mile and a half for
snthusiasm to ovaporate. You want the Library on the spot and,
of course, if you have it on the spot, it must be the bast kind of
sollection of books and of documents zhat you can possibly achlievey
if 1t 1an't, then the great student, then the jreat reascarch
scholar, the man or woman full of ambition to probe more and more
into the knowledgze of some matter will find himself or herself
leaving Australia and going to where all these resources are
available, We will tend to loso some of our best astudents,
dhereas on tho other hand, if we have here on the spot a library
of extensiveness and signlficanoo and value, seloctivity, then we
#4111 not only maintain our own students and keep them, but we will
dather students from other places and that is very important flox
Australia because for somebody in Australia to come to a library
that has Jreat resources from some other part of Australia involves
a relatively small journey, but for iustralian astudents to have to
g0 to the zreat rapositories in the world involves not only large
sums of money, but many, many thousands of miles of travel, This
i8 one of those things in which we ought to aim at bein: as self-
contained in resources as we possibly can be.

There is, of course, one aspeot of that matter that
perhaps I ought to refer to, I do not think, myself, for the
reasons I have given you, that there is any inoonsistenqy between
having a great library here and another one three miles away, &
public library., Not at all. dut there will be Jreat trouble for
us in gettinyg what we ought to et for our resources if our
libraries are allowed to be unduly compotitive for scarce rasources.

WAe get the idea ocoousionally, don't we, looking at the
bookw-shops, that the flood of books now pouring out over the world
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is phenomenal, Your reference, Jir, to the statement {n
soclesiasticus is very much appropriate, becuuse aven then thay
thought that writings published, in the sunse in whioch they were
published then, were pretty plentiful und rather exceeded the
noox. of one man's work or lifej but today we get the idea that
books and reoords are flooding out on the world, and no doubt they
are, but of the books we need as students, of the publications we
need as students, there will always be in our time a suggli smaller
than the demand, becuuse as aull the new countries come ife, a8
all their intellectual proaesses begin to deliver, so will they
more and more be demanding these precious rusources in the world,
If we, thereforae, are going to do our beast for the nation, as
apart from one university, we will need to have the closest @o-
oparation between all the universities and othexr libraries in
éﬁ:traligaso that we may do the best that we can for ths resources
t we Vo,

Now, sir, the only other thing t'at I want to say is
this: This library is named after one of the iruat original far-
soeing benefactors in this state, I venture to say that lNew South
Jales and, in partioular, Sydney, has been very fortunate in having
had in the past men wvho had imagination and foresight and who began
things of this kind., And what they have, I think, shown to us is
that every man's collection of books and papers may itself, though
private today, have something to contribute to a great library in
the future, and that Joes particularly for doouments.

Now I want to make a confession to yous 1 am more
addioted to the waste-pape: basket than I ought to be; and I have
no doubt that many times I have thrown things into the waste-paper
basket whioh would have made soreams of rage gome Irom Mr, H.rold
shite, the Commonwealth Librarian, if he had seen me engaged init,

‘ J“hen one looks back and thinks of all the pamphlets that
have been published, the various oceasional .Joouments that have
been published in Australia - what would an ordinary private
citizen, interested in political history, for exazgle what would
he zive to have on his shelves a complete set of all %he panghlotl
that were published in the nineties, in the great period of the
campaigns for PFederation - well I wasn't ongaged in political
affairs in thoso days, but 4€ I had been I am sure that I would
have read them and said “Rubbishi®, and put it in the wmate~paper
basketj or 1f 1t suited my book, "Fhat's splendidi” I must lend 1t
to my neighbour® - from w it would never return. And so both
ways they have gone. I want to say that I believe that 4t is the
duty of all people en.aged in affairs to try to contridute, not
aome boring autobiography, because that would be mostly fuino anyhow,
mostly self-justifying w, but to contribute something of
contemporary observation the e/ents of the country and the
avents that people themselives have witneased, be:ause a ygreat library
is the one that oontains mhsses, almost myriads, of doouments of
profound interest to the sdolar, and not only to the scholar of the
hmmanities but to the scientist, to the man who, us a scientist must,
not only prooeed on his experimental work in the laboratory but
who also must reach out gather fiom all round the world the
written product of the work of othors.

S0, Sir, it i8 & pod thing that this is the Fisher
Library, because he set us/ an example in that field. It 1s agood
thing for this University to have this great library, which will
provide faoflities for, I hope, eager students in thelir thousands
for mahy, many years to come. It is & good thing for the State of
New South Wales that this phould happen, but above all, I venture
to say, it is a zood thing for Australia, because &t w‘ll be one
more contribution to mak Australia more and more a oentre in
aivilised life, of intellijgent research, of cultivated understanding
and of eagerness for greater knowledye,




