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I am oredibly informed that as we sit here, moro oy less in
confoirt, there are other people olustering around foundation stones add
awitohos, hanging on our every word. That may or may not bo the case,
but I've been informed that it is, and so I must get on uith ny Job.

I will follow the order that you followed, 3ir, and speak first about
a naticy of which I am an utter master, the Tandem ilectroe-static
Gonerator! (Laughter) :

Thore are two things among many that excite my adairation in
Profesgor Titterton, The first is that he is a persistent fellow and
nevor fakes “Ho" $or an answver., The socond ig that he pronounces this
controvorsial word “labaratory® whieh is, after all, mucn oaslor than
"laboratory®,and indeed, much less liable to misinterprotation,
(Laughter)

Howy I just want to ¢ell you this about tho Tandem Tlectro-
statie Gonerator. It came up to mo bocause, for somo odd roason
though 1¢ hasn*t worked out too badly from the point of view of %he
Univergity, 1 happen to be their llinister, They brush ovorybody
asidc, they come into my room and they lay dowvn the law to ne, Hell,
I shouldn't say "day doun the law" beocause I might have somo
opportunity of correcting thom on that. Bul they produco their
ideas, - Thon this one came up I was completely baffled ags w0 what £t
wag, Indeed, it was only yesterday that I said to my wifo, wvho 18 a
porfoct nine of unscientific informationy "Do you know, my doar, what
a Tondom Gonorator is?" She said, "lverybody knows that o Tandenm ig
a bicycle built fopr two". DBut I said "This once cost halfl o million!"
(Laughtor) She said "It must be studded with dilamonds". ¥ou know,
jowellod in evory movement. But really, we were quite mypiifled.

_ I cant an eyo on %o Sir Mark Oliphant, who is a fount of
wisdom for us, and he gave it a benevolent look. He saids Yes, he
thought this had a great deal of merit, that it would opon up & new
phase ©f this trenendously important rosearch worlk that has boon
going on in this departmont, As for Profosgor Tittoerton, ho had no
doubt nbout 4it, By the time he had finished with me I wondorcd
vhethor perhaps wo shouldn't have three (Laughtor) you knoy, ot a
fizht price advantage i1f ve took throo, instead of one, Bav that's
the kind of man he is.

Then I thought, "Noy no, wo must get back to what wo talk
about in polities, but scldom practise, the great principloc of
priovities". 8o I asked the then almost newly formed Acadeny of
Seionao whether it would care t0 advise us on this matter, iAnd 1%
gave this a high priority. Well that left us defenceless, 1f not to
our c¢nemics at any rate to our friends, And so all that vonained for
mo vay (o engage in the trifling exercise of persuading tho Yreasury
that half a mlillion pounds would be well spent in this dirocction.

And Ghe Treasury, still reeling from tho blows of the Murray
Commiscion and vhat was to come thoroafter, collapsed, nore ox less,
and in o small voice said, "All right", ui%h propar reservutions, and
without ercating a procedenty and without all those othor things that
a decontly-constituted Treasury says, and it got through.



