. ~
gty

0.

Eiie A

Speech made by the Rt. Hon. R.G. Menzies

Prime iwinister of Australia, prior to

Unveiling the G3ir George Holland Plaque

R...L, National Headquarters, Canberra 9/5/61..

"Mr. Yresident, the League has of course done a
remarkable piece of work in its history in Australia. It
has succeeded in doing sometriing qyite paradgxical; it has
never become a molitical party, & it alwaj d great in-
fluence with politﬁc%qnacjaad<11nt " tiink ha% bt -en an
excellent thing. -

You have bren able to meet volitical people of all /)
shades of ovpinion =n fair terms, not as volitical prrsons,

but as neople who have and feel grea! responsibility for

the welfare of Ex-servicemen. It's bheen a wonderful record,

and I think perhiaps the best ovroof of the ouality of the work
that the League has dc¢e iv that it has had.in its history

so few Federal iresidentcy=remar-ably few-wlth long records

TTOT TEervice, wiee—kave become quite ramiliar friends with the
Prime NMinisters and #inisters of the day. have been sing-

ularly fortunate because by =ome tiracle ["was ltrime Minister
of the country all the time that .sir George Holland was
Federal President of tne Leaaue,-each of them a miracle in
its own fashionabut a very nappy thing for me, and whenever
he Bas come to Canberra he™{/come to see me. [ must say that
lie flever q.ite succeeded in coming just to say "I just
wanted to have the nleasure of looking at you, old mand-ﬂe
has usually a few thinss, vou xnow, in ¥~ side vocket, and
when he has let't me i have nad a fe. less things ieft in my
hip pocaegg_sut we ;o0l on very weil indeed. I have always
had great respect and saffection for bim and of course in
addition to that, in the lnast ten years we have had an
Ex-servicemen's Committee of Cabinet that has had direct
discussions with the members of tne #ederal txecutive and
with the officers of the League, the Federal recretary in
particular This 1 think has made for great mutual under-
standing. |It is not to be supposed that the Leugsue will
cver entirely agree with the Governmentg It might as well
go out 03‘ siness it it entirely acrees with the Governuentb
ft is not®supposed that the Government will always entirely
agree witf the League Qhere night be some lesitimate com-
plaint by the Treasury, but we have got along, We have always
met each other and discussed theee~things¢@ﬁd On each side
we have done our best, and the whole matier has been con-
ducted on a high 1ovel and I believe in ihat. J—dentt—Hhink
tnai_ihe_haague_ought«%e—be—ﬁu%—1&-the position of scrambling-
—around, the thing is h@ ought to be able to meet each other
as responsible people and do the best that we can about what
is after all not just an individual problem, but a ¥itional one.

Now Sir George Holland has I think, been a perfect example
of how these things should be conducted. I want to tell you that
so far as my linisters and I are concerned we thought so highly
of him that when he came to retire from office we had him along,
with his successor Nr. Lee, and gave him a dinnerg Tt takes an
awful lot to get roliticians to pay for a dinner out of our
own pockets. I would not want that to go any further but we didg
and we even enriched him with a piece of silver to commeunporate
what™ for all of us has been the happiest possible association,
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and all I can say George is that I hope that now you are
out of office, they will allow you to come to Canberra
occasionally. It would be equally pleasant for e and
rrobably less expenvive if you are not lresident of the
League&,and gaclj time you are here I hope you will be able
to look at this ‘laque which 1 hope to unveil in a minute,
with rleasure and with leritimte pride, because this is
a proud day for youg, Tt ought to be, and we all would lik
to share in your vride with you.

Now I havé bepn told to .mz'ﬂ/%"mc_im will
harpen, it sometimes(noe.l™ -
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