SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE RT. HON. R.G.

MENZIES, UPON RECEIVING AN HONORARY DOCTORATE

OF LAWS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE ON 15TH
APRIL, 1961

Mr, Chancellor and ladies and gentlemen:

You have just been reminded that this is not the
first occasion on which I have received what I must properly
describe as an unearned increment. (Laughter) Indeed I look
back over some of those events with great pleasure, and with
particular interest. Perhaps I might begin by telling you why
it is so interesting to me, once more, to be in a position where
I am receiving a singular compliment and to look back on some of
these occasions that I have referred to.

I remember in 1941 when Winston Churchill was
Chancellor, as perhaps he still is, of Bristol, and the Council
thought it to confer a Degrec, or Dcgrees, upon Mr, John
Winant the then Amcrican Ambassador to Great Britain, and
myself. A few hours before the ceremony Bristol was bombed, and
the cercmony which was to have te:ken place in the Great Hali
took place in the Senate Chamber, and the members of the
Council and the Professorial Board arrived with their academic
robes over battle dress, They were all smoke-stained, the
Hall was still blazing; and there were fires raging {n the
strects radiating out from the University. That was a most
memorable, unforgettable occasion. Unforgettable, as I know,
to Sir Winston Churchill himsclf., Certainly to me, And
memorable in this respect: that in the middle of 2ll the
destruction - and the war was then in its very crisis - with
all its destruction, the Universities and the University spirit,
and the University %radition went on. That to me has always
been a tremendously significant thing. It was, in a sort of
graphic fashion, a proof of the indestructibility of the
things that we all hope to stand for,

Reference was nade to Malta. How I ever came to be
given a degree at the Royal University of Malta, I dont't know,
But I was. And it was a very long full day of ériving around
Malta, having the cxperience, previously and subsequently
unknown to me, of being checred by peoplc in the strects,
(Laughter) When I began this journey somebody thrust into my
hands not an elegant picce of English, but a long ocath in
Latin, at lcast 100 to 150 words., Well, of coursc, that would
appal anybody. I have a certain native supply of impudence,
but 150 words of a Latin prayer, this seenced to me to be a
little hard. When I arrived I whispered eagerly to the Vice-
Chancellor - Vice-Chancellors being, as you know, the fount of
all knowledge on these matters - "0ld pronunciation, or new?"
(Laughter) He gave me the most superb piecc of advice I have
cver had., Hec said, "It's 2ll right; mumble it." (Laughter)
And I did. (Laughter)

Then, Sir, you referred to the French Canidian
University in Quebec Laval. Well that was something that I
remember pretty viviély pbecausc although you allow me to
address you herc in what passes for fnglish I felt very
strongly that at Laval portion of my spcech ought to be in
French. From my point of view, it was. (Laughter) I must say
that was the most polite audience for at the end they all
nodded to cach other with appreciation, and you could hear them
saying, "Mmam, il cssaie, il essaie', 4o there we are,

The other occasion that I want to mention is that at
Oxford the year before last I had the misfortune, as it turncd
out, to be first in the list to go up for a Degree at the hands
of iord Halifax., The public orator was there, rcady to give us
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our Citaticns in impc:ccable Latin - nmodern pronunciation. But
when we reached the Divinity School and were being marshalled
for the event, I was given a sheaf of paper which contained on
one side Latin and on the other side the English, but of
course I didn't have time to rcad it beccause I had to go off at
once, you sce., The others all sat down and read carcfully, in
English, so that they could thereafter prctend to have
followed the Latin., I didn't have this opportunity; I had to
stand up first and listen to it, And I want to say that it is
a remarkable tribute to the truth that the older you get the
more you rencmber of your carly days, that I practically
understood it all, (Laughter)

Now, Sir, may I just turn to this University, this
remarkable place. It isn't the first time that I have spoken
in this magnificent Hall, but this magnificent Hall
characterises what I wan% to say about the University of
Adclaide,

There was an itinerant book writer, some of you nay
rcrnenber, John Foster Fraser, who compiled that immortal
phrase, "Adeleide for culture, Mclbourne for business, Sydney
for pleasure", 0d4dly enough %here was sonething in i%.
Because when Sir Keith Murray was out here presiding over the
Universities Committee of Enquiry, had finished taking his
team around Australia, and had almost completed his report, I
was having a long discussion with him about the problen. Kt
that time he told me that in the truec essence of what a
University meant he thought that Adeclalde was pre-emincnt in
Australia,

Now that interested ne enornously, becausc he
didn't nean that Adelaide had enormous buildings, surrounded by
spacious grounds and gardens, vast sporting arenas and an area
of land such as that which cnriches the University of British
Colunbia. But I think I do know what he nmeant, and that was
that this University almnost uncomfortably placed, as one night
occasionally think, right in the heart of the ci%y, without the
elbow room that cne would like to sce, has succeeifed in
attracting the interest, the help, the enthusiasm of the most
eninent people in this city, and in this State. There is not
that kind of remotcness about the University which one
occasionally sces in Australia - "Well that's an acadenic
placej; nothing to do with us; let's go on with the business;
let's get on with our profession; we've finished with all
that." I don't observe that sort of thing in ..delaidec because
year after year I have secen nen of the greatest distinction in
the life of this city serving actively in the University,
naintaining what is needed for a University,~an outlook by the
University on the world, and =a inlook by the world into the
University,

You have only to sec here my two old friends, the
Chancellor and the Deputy Chancellor, to realisc that in this
city, in this State, men have not forgotten this place when
they have gone out from it. But they have come back to it,
and worked for it.

Now, Sir, you have been reminded that I have had sone
snall part to play in the furnishing of funds for the
Universities. The State Governments have aided on the great
scale, but my own Government has, progressively, entered into
this field - and I think very properly so, I an sure when ny
sponsor, riy learned sponsor, throew out that slight but
delicate hint of favours to come (Laughtcr) I'm sure that he
was right., Becausc when Sir Keith Murray's Cormittee brought
in a report, we having becn in the habit, at that time, for a
few years of spending about £in. a year, or £lém. a year by
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way of subvention to the Univcrsities, found oursclves with a
reconnendation that anounted to about £21n., over a period of
three years, If it hadn't been for a certain anount of rather
devious conduct on ny part I don't know whether it would have
been approved. I won't 3o into the devious nethods, but anyhow
Trecasury approved - and that is a great nilestone in the
history, not only of the Universities, but perhaps other people.

Then we appointed a Comnmission under Sir Leslie
Martin., And they brought in their report, not long ago. £21
million in a triennium, that shocked us., This tine it was £40
nillion for the three years! What it will be in the third
three years I wouldn't know, But I will be quite safc to
consider that it will vastly exceed any figure that we now have
in nind,

It is a great pity in fAustralia that Universities
should have becone so remarkably dependent on Governments, on
the decisions of those in politics, on the particular outiook
on Universities - their status, their freedon, their future, -
which nay be possessed by sone current political nind., I would
like to feel that in Australia, as in the United States of
Anerica nore and nore will we find pcople who have wealth to
dispose of looking to help the Universities, Having so said,
and before I conclude, I would like to offer a few perhaps
platitudinous remarks about why I belicecve so deeply nyself in
the University structure. what docs it stand for? What nust
it ain at?

It is a trite observation that it exists for nore
than the training of people for professions; although so be
it that it does its job it will train them not only in learning
but in character and in wisdon.

The first thing that is needed - and this is zoing to
be no casier as the years go on - is to proeserve the highest
standards in objective study and enquiry, the highest standards.
This vast pressinz underzraduate population which we can see
conning along over the next 10 years, over the next 20, is going
to put the nost enormous strain on Universities, not necrely on
their buildings, not nerely on their breathing space, but on
their capacity to teach, to lead, to guide, so that the
standards rise all the tine. I hope, Sir, that in the course of
these processes, and particularly under the pressure of nodern
cvents we will not neglect "useless learning', as it has been
called, useless learning which has contributed so nuch to
civilisation, to tolerance, which is the same thingz, and
furnishes the ninds of men and women for hours and days of
great inportance to them and to others.

I an always preparcd to make a plea for what is now
called "uscless lecrning". Not, of course, that we are to
neglect the trenendous impact of science on the world and the
clanant deriand upon Universities to produce people of science,
These two things are not irrcenconcilable., The great danger
would arise if we preferred one to the other so exclusively
that we failed to strike that balance of the mird, and that
balance of intercst, that balance ofcontribution by a
University which the world so much needs,

Finally I would like to say this: to those who are
the acadenic people of this audience it is a great pity that
the word "acadenic" should have acquired a sonewhat contenptuas
connotation, "Oh, he has an academic nind; he lives an
acadenic lifej; these academics, y»u know they are not strong,
practical, sensible fcllows like us". We have all heard this
kind of thing said. The truth is that without those who devote
their lives to acadenic work this would be a pretty sorry place,
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They perforn an enormous service not only for the University
but for the cormunity. They incur two dangers. If I state then
I will leave it there,

One 1is of beconing so conplcotely absorbed in their
own discipline, in those fascinating natters of the wmind which
we have all experienced who have been students, thcsce natters
which cormand the whole of a man's intellectual enthusiasr and
interest, that they nay be tempted to be rather coatvenptuous of
ordinary nen and wonen outside. That would crecate a gulf of a
dreadful kind,

The second risk is that in order to avoid developing
what I will call a somewhat acadenic contenpt for unacadenic
people there may be a disposition to zo to the other extrene
and be too nuch influenced by the opinion of people outside,
too nuch afraid of what the politicians nay do, of what the
public nay think. Never, never fall into the crror of thinking
badly of the public nind, because the public nind in this
country is a good nind, and the public character is a good
character, Never fall into the error of looking down on it.
But in the nane of acadenic freedonm and study never be afraid
of it, never be afraid of what the opinion nay be outside.

Here is this happy balance, I hope, that will continue
a great tradition in a great University, Because I helicve that,
I would 1like to say Mr. Chancellor that I am profoundly honoured
by this occasion. I regard it as no formality. I have
received a singular honour fron a great University; and I an
happy to think that I have received it, physically, from the
hands of an old friend.




