SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE RT. HON. R.G. MENZIES,
AT THE OPENING OF THE MAWSON INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF
ADELAIDE, SATURDAY, 15TH APRIL, 1261.

Sir, ladies and zentlenen,

This is a very, very n.table occasion. I would have
hcped that the reason for it werc known to ceverybody in
Australia, and in particular the younger prople of Australia,
because this is one of these occasions when we say "Let us novr
praise famous nen',

Indeed we are net here to think about and to talk
about one of the very greatest Australians that this countzy
has had., I think it is onc of the ironies of life, at lcast of
contenporary life, that if you were to say to the average
citizen, "Who are the best known people?'" he would at once thint
in terms of headlines, The footballers would come first; ond
the cricketers would cone sccondy and the politicians a moct
honourable third; and the rcst nowhere, This has always sacucd
to ne to be something of a nmonstrosity. Never nore do I think
that than when we are here to think about Douglas Mawsorn and
his character and his achievements and his cnormous stature,
not only in our own country, but in the world - one of the very
greatest of Australians,

That greatness, Sir, was a versatile one, He was, of
course, a great explorer; bu% he was a sreat scicntist, 1

have marvelled as I have, as a non-scientist, struggled to
understand sonethinz about his work, I have marvelled at the
enorrious arwount of scientific work that he did, the
investigations that he conducted, the things that he worked out,
the things that he published. He was first and forenosty I
think, a great and versatile scientist.,

I don't want to say anything that nizht subtract from
his repute, but in the highest scnse of the word he was
something of a politician; or shall I put it, 'he was
sonething of a statesman!? Because with all his science and
with all his exploraticn, it was he nore than anybody e¢lse who
added to the territory and responsibilities of this country,
nillions of squarc miles of Antarctic territory.

That, of coursc, from a scientific point of vicw may
be regarded as somcething of an cccentricity. But fronm the
point of view of Australia it was an uncormon thing for a nan
in the very nmiddle of exploraticn, and of investigation, to
feel that he had a duty to his own country to extend the
rcsponsibilities and interests of his own country, If today we
look at a map of the world and sec certain areas narked out as
Australian Antarctica, there nay be some in the world who don't
agree with it, and some who are perhaps agnostic on the point,
But never let us forget that when we oursclves see these areas
narked out, there is one man «:ove all men who can be thanked
for it, and that man is Douglas Mawson. .

Of course he was an innensce explorer; but why was he
a great explorer? I nyself in physical natters rather like the
beaten track., I like to 2o hone, for example, at night by the
well known route; I like to proceed from point A to point B
by a well-known track. My wife is not like that at all - I'm
sorry she's not herc - but she is not like that at alls she
likes zoing down the hizhways and byways and getting lost., But
to be an explorer of this world, and of its resources, you must
first of all have cnornous imzzination. This is not a task for
dull pcople, for routine pcople, for pcople who nerely sce
today'ts job and the result of today's job. This is a task for
nen'of inagination, And I start with that with Douglas Mawson.
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I used to think nyscelf in ny carlicer and perhaps, for
all I know, better informed days, that a jcologist was a nan who
went around knapping bits of rock and putting them in a little
sack, and then telling you without any danger of contradition
what age they belonged to and all about them, It fascinated

ne, For nany years I wished that if I could be reincarnatacd &
should be a geologist! I dare say I wcould have found the sublfent
natter to deal with not nuch nore unresponsive than that whi:Ga

I deal with today. (Laughter) It all secned rather na’fer of
fact: you had a body of knowledge and you applied it to a
particular formation.

But of course for the work that Mawson did imasic o
was of the essoence. Not the kind of imazination which kni-
what the answer will be around the corner; but the imagina'. oo
which knows that there is an answer around the corner and i
deternined to discover it. So here was a great man of grcas
ineginative qualities, And in the field in which he workc: "
necded to add to imagination, couraze, Because imaiinatior, wre
exploring instinct, in whatever field it may be, is worthIc.:
without the courage to pursue it, without the coura=ze te reet
the unknown, and its dangers. In that field he is a houschold
nane, not only here but all ar>und the world,

Then with imagzination and with courage he necded, and
had? endurance, Not short-lived courage, not an imagination
casily baffled, but the capacity for hanging on to it, for
enduring, for seeing it right through., So with these %hree
ercernous qualitices which were cssential for his work he
succceded as nobody elsc has succceded. He set an cexample that
I don't think anybody else has been able to ecquail, He .chieved
results which I belicve are outstanding in the wholc history of
Antarctic investigation,

It is almost baffling, Sir, to those of us who are
nade of more ordinary stuff, to think that one nan should have
done so nuch, should have thcught so much, should have recorded
so nuch, as I hope this Institute will make clear to future
investigators, should have published so much, and above all,
should have influenced so many. That is one of the great things
that year after year, gencraticn after seneration, people will
be influenced by what Mawson did and thought,

It nay be, I supposc inevitably, that in 10 or 20 or
30 or 50 years! tine the boundarics of knowlecd.;e will have been
sO extended that some of the things that he found and recorded
nay be reszarded as commonplace; just as the great basic
principles of physics are today rezarded as connonplace; Jjust
as the great basic principles of nuclear fission are today
regarded as cornonplace. But they wouldn't be comnonplace -
they never will be cormmonplace - so long as people rei:eniber that
the foundations have been laid, the great principles
established by remarkably Jreat nen.

And so, Sir, this Institute will, I believe, take its
proper place in %he life of this University, and in the life of
Australia. In it will Dbe found not only infornation and rich
naterial for rescarcn, but a profound inspiration to the people
who come later on. ‘

You know, Sir, today - I say this with particular
refercnce to the zsraceful rcnarks nade by the represcentative of
the Acaldeny of Science of the Soviet Union - today we are, as I
an constantly being rcninded, cntering the "Space ige". And
that, of course, is an cxciting imasinative thing. We all
admire the achicvenents, particularly the achievements of the
last few Jays, in that field., I hopc that we haven't become so
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niserably isolated, one from another, that we can't adnire and
applaud immensce work in the scientific and technolozical field
wherever it happens. This is all part of the ultimate
inheritance of mankind; “*.ough as a rather carthbound
character nyself I sometimes take time cff to say "inerc are so
nany things on the earth, and in the ecarth itself, that we Cont't
know about, I hope we shan't negslect then", I hope that
Antarctic research fram our point of view in Australia will
continue to be sonething that we rejard as of immense
importance.

Indeed if I may, Lady Mawson, with your permzission
interlard these somewhat pontifical renarks of mine with a
rather whimsical recollection, I would like to do it. Beenass
an afraid when I was a boy - and for all I know some of you
Professors were once boys; (Laughter) there may be no immod ie b
nurrent evidence of ity but I am sure you were- but when I -a:z
a boy, we thought of Antarctic explorers and of Arctic ey oo
as gentlenen with furred parkas, with dogs, with sleds, T2
were renarkable men. /nd the whole of their historv was a
history of trenendous couragze under trenendous diffculuics.
But what it was all abowt we were not too sure, were w2% 1.
fact at one staze I renenber we had an idea that the one thin:
that nattered was that somebody should be the first to get %o
the Pole. No doubt that is very good. We were not conscious =
I wasn't anyhow as a boy - of the tremendous significance of all
these things which went far beyond the stirring, remarkable,
heroic, romantic story of couraze and endurance.,

Perhaps those who, like Mr. Rymill, lix. Mr, Tlaw, havc
been down in those strange parts will bear with nc i I fell
then a simple story abcut that very remarkable nar wac uerved
under Sir Douglas, Frank Hurlev, that phenonenal photographcr,

In 1941, in about ¥ebruary, I was in the Middle East
and went with Sir Thomas Bloacy $o Benghazi, the day after the
battle of Benghazi - it wass’t n Polar rejion we were in, I can
assure you - and with lovyn: c¢nre for a rrime Minister, sone-
thing I have seldon experienced, we flow in a tolerably rast
planec and we were cscorted, belicve it or not, by a couple of
fighter aircraft.

But the following day we flew back from a place called
Barce in a biplane called a Valencia. Nobody could rcmember
when it was built, but it was regarded as almost the equivalent
of a T-nodel Ford. It had two flapping wings, and it had
those windows nade of what laynen like myself call "mica" but
night be anything, and they were warped and twisted by the
weather and by old age. As soon as we nade a little height
alongside the mountain range that runs there, it got colder and
colder, and the blast came in on us. We were all sitting in
nangers - that's all I can descrPibe then as - on the side of
this plane. The wintry blast cane in; we had been provided
with reading matter of a 4ood solid kind like London Punch, and
other journals of that kind. So far as I was concerned I
grabbed as many as I c¢ould and tucked then inside ny trousers.
/Ind then when a very respectful young 4ir Force lad care along
and said, "Would you like a rug?" I said, "Certainly, bring ne
two", (Liughter) And he brought me two blankets and I
ensconced nyself in then and so did other people.

Finally we zot out at a windswept aerodrone called El
Aiden, which some of you know, so stiff with the cold that it
was hard to walk., It was 400 yards across to the airport
building and to a really nourishing drink - 400 yards., Out got
Frank Hurley. He had becen travelling a little farther back in
the plane than me. He was in uniforn, and when he got out he
could hardly walk, So I said, "My dear Hurley, it's all right
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for a s»ft civilian like mec to be frozen, but a polar man like
you ..." He said, "That's the troublc? that's the trouble.
When this boy came along to ne and seelng ny grey hair, and
being innocent of ny lack of rank said to ne, 'Sir, would you
like a blanket or two?! I started to say 'Yes! and then ny cyve
caught ny polar ribbons and I thought, 'I can't lct the siie
down', I said, 'No, no thank you very much, no thank you vcry
nuch. On the whole I think it's rother stuffy" (Laughtcr)
And so, ecven nore than I did, he limped away in the direetisn of
that distant, but tantalising, whisky, as we hoped, in the
Officers! bulldlng.

Well there it is; that is the kind of thing poci.aps
illustrated by that story that we used to have in nind,

Of course that is not the story., Who knows wha~
corie out of the Antarctic? Whe knows today, even the rrct
scientifically gifted anongst you, who knows what yetr
lcarned from this vast tract, what stores of scicntific
knowledge, of material resources for all we know, ~f ncueor 3!
ogical 1nformutlon fron which we may derive nattcrs cf irmcoss
inportance, particularly to this Continent? Who kr.wz rbutie:
the iAntarctic region itself will not in due course we o2l u)
one of the nain highways of transportation around the worlil:
These places et closer and closer, We have just touched cdho
fringes of knowledve,

)

I believe ryself that what may come for mankind ont
of this previously desolate area ray turn out to “e nd>t orliy
exeiting but superh in its significance,

But I hopc tuat those who are here wnen 21l thosc
nysterics are disclosed will remenber, will honour the name,
will respect the nmenory of Douglas Mawson who, nore than any
other nortal nan, will have u»rovided the key with which to
unlock the door. (Applauc2a)



