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~ The-following is the text of the final communiques~
The meeting of Commonwealth Prime Ministers was conclnded

anzideqrs4 ‘The other Commonwealth countries were represented R
by hejr Prime Ministers,

2. It had been agreed. that on this occasion the Prime
Ministers would concentrate thedir _main.attention on a limited
number of specific problems which are currentlty—of~common concern
to them all - namely, disarmament, the structure of thec United
Nations and certain_cemstitutional problems affccting the Common-
wealthr—1tself,-—At the outset of the mceting, however, the
Prime Ministers held a gencral review of the intcernational

..—-Sltuation as a whole, in order to sct thcse particular problems

in the perspective of current world events., They also considered,
in the coursc of their meeting, recent..developments in the Congo
and in South East Asia,

3. The Primc Ministers rc-affirmed the suoport of their

Governments for the efforts of the United Nations to restore

order in the Congo and to sccuro the indewendence and integrity

of the Republic. They deplored outside intervention in the

Congo and recognisced that many of the problems which had arisen

were duc to such intorventiosn., They considercd that the

Unitcd Nations forces in the Congo should be strengthencd and

that the Sccurity Council resolutinn »f the 21lst February

shoqu be fully implemented,
1 .

%, | The Primc Ministers noted with concern the situation

which had devcloped in Laos. They~oxpresscd the aope that the

parti.s would bec able to reconcile their differcnces, that intcr- .

ventlon from sutside would ccase, and that Lans would be enablced.

to cehjoy an independent, ncutral and pcacceful coxistoence.-

5. \ The Primc Ministers held a full discussion on the

problem of disarmament, Thsy rocogniscd that this was the most ‘

imposrtant quecsticn facing the world t-oday and considercd that ‘

a favsurable opportunity was now at hand for a fresh initiative

towards a scttlement =f it., They agroeed that the aim should be

to> achicve general and eomplete disarmament, subjeet ts effcctive

Inspcetion and control, on the general lines indicated in the

statement In Annex 1 »f this communique. They recallsd the

resolution on general and complete disarmament, which was adopted

unanimsusly at the 14th sessi-n of the Goeneral Asscmbly. They

agrced that cvery ceff-ort should be made t> implement this

rcssluti-n. by agreement between the major powers, and that

further negotiatisns for this purpnsc were necessary. Certain

pr-posals désigncd to nromote such negoetiati-ns have been put

by various c-untrics before the United Nations., ’

6, The Prime Ministers cxpresscd their hope that the
negotiations on the cessation »f nuclear weapons tests which
were duc to ro-ospon at_Goneva -on-21st March, would lcad to the
carly conclusi~n ~f an agrceement-cn_this subject. Such an
agreement apart from its imnartance in itscelf would pravide 2
powerful impetus towards agrccement on disarmament gencrally,

7. The Prime Ministers considered the variosus propasals
which have receontly been put forward for changes in the structure

"af its C-ouncilsy the positizn =f the Scerotary-General and tne

~gganisati~n =f the Secretariat, They rceesgniscd that such
changes cauld only be made with general consent. They agreed



that whatover adjustments might be made it remained vitally
important t> uph>sld thc purpsscs and principles ~f the United
Nati-ns Charter and to preserve the internaticnal and independent
character ~f the Sccretariat. They further agrced that nenbers

~f the C-mnsnwealth shared with all nati-sns a fundamental

comm~n intcrest in maintaining the integrity »f the Unitced Nations
as a f~rec for ~rderly p:litical cconnic and social pragress
through-ut the wcrld,

8. The Prime Ministers alsc discussed certain constitu-
tional questizns relating to Commonwealth membership. The
cenclusi-ns reachad were annsunced in comrmuniques issued on
13th, 15th and 16th March rclating rospectively to Cyprus, S>uth
Affica and Sicrra Lesnc. The text of thesc conmuniques 1is
repraduced in Annex 11.

CANBERRA
18th March, 1961




ANNEX I - DISARMAMENT

Ain
1. The air nust be to achieve total world-wide disarnonent,

subjcet t= cffeoctive inspcetizn and control,

2, In vicw »f the slaughter and destructicon expericncod
in so-called "eonventisnal"™ wars and »f the difficulty »~f
preventing 2 conventiznal war, oncce startedy~fram_dovelop1ng
int> a nuclear war, -ur ain nust be n¥thing less than the
complete absliti~n’ of the ncans -f waging war -f any kind,

Princinlcs

3. An agreoenent for this purnssc shiuld be negotinted as
s2on as possible, ~n the basis <f the following principles:-

(a) A1l nati-nal arncd forccs and arnanents nust be reduced
to the levels agresd ts be nceassary for internal sccurity.

(v) Once started, the process =f disarmonent sasuld be con-
tinued without intorruption until it is completed,
subjcet t5 verifieation at cach stage that all partics
arc duly carrying -ut thcir undertakings.

(c) The clininati~n ~f nuclcar and conventisnal arnanents
nust be s» phascd that at n» stage will any country
or group of chuntrics obtain a significant nilitary
advantagc.

(d) In resnect ~»f cach phasc, theore should be established,
by agrcement, cffcetive nachinery »f inspection, which
sh~uld econe int~ cperatisn sinultansously with the
mhasc >f disarmanent t- which it rclates.

(e) Disarnamcnt should be carricd ~ut as rapidly as possible
in progressive stages, within shecified pericds of tine.

() At the approjprixte stazc, 2 substantial and alequately
ar:ed nilitary force shzulld be established, tz keep
the peacce and enforcce tbservance «f the Jdisarmanent
agrecenent, and an internati-nal auth-rity shsuld be
created, in ass2ciati-n with the United Naticins, to
contrel this forec and t- cnsurc that it is nst usced
for any purpasc inconsistent with the charter,

4, On the basis -f the above principles, it shruld be
nossible, given go:sdwill »n bsth sides, to reconcile the present

differences ~f anproach between the 2ifferent plons put-forward,

Ncrstiations

5. The »rincinal ailitary powers shoul? resume 2ircct
nezstiatisns with~ut delay in clos2 contact with the United
Natisns, which is ressonsible for disarmamcent under the Chaerter,
Sincc pecacc is the conecern of the whsle warld, cther natizns
sh=uld 2lss be asscciated with the disarmasent nogstiati-ns,
cither directly ~r through somne svecial machincery ts be set uo
by the United Nati-ns, =r by bsth mcans. )

6. Sicde by side with the political negotiations, oxgcrts
sa~uld start wrrking cut the details ~f the inspceti-n systons
rcequired for the measurcs of disarmanent asplicable t- cach

stage, in acc-rdance with the practicce adopted at wthe Geneva




Nuclecar Tests Conference.,

e Every cffort sh-uld bc made to secure ranid. agrcenent

ta the permancnt banning -f nuclear weapons by all natisns and to
arrangenents £or verifying the obscrvance »f the agreenment. Such
an agrcoment is urgent, since -therwise further countrics ray
saon bocone nuelcar nowers, which would increcasc the danger of
war and further cornlicate the problen <f disarmament. Moreover,
an agrcerent »n nuclear tests, apart fromn its direcct advantages,
would nrovide a powerful bpsych-lagical impetus to agreement

aver the wider ficld of disarnmancnt,

8. Disarnancnt with-ut insvectizn would be as unacceptable
as insnecti~n without disarmament. Disarmament and insnhection
arc integral narts ~f tho sane question and nust be negotiated
tozether, and both nust be nade s comzlete and cffective as

is nunanly »2ssible. It must, nswever, bc roc-gnisod that

no> safeguards can provide on hundred or cent, pr-tcetion
against crroar or trecachery. Novertheless the risks invslved

in tho nrocess ~f disarranment must be balanced 2grinst the risks
involved in the continuance ~f the ariis race, :

9. It is arsuable whether the arns racc is the cousc

sr the result »f distrust botween natisns, But it is clear

that the problens of disarnarcent and internatisnal confidence
arc clsscly linked. Therefare, while striving f-r the aboliticn
-f arnaents, all nati~ns must actively cndenv-ur to reduce
tension by helping to renmcve cther causcs of friction and
sussicion.




ANNEX TI

CYPRUS '

Cenmunigue issucd =n 13th March, 1961

At their ncetins this norning the C-omonwealth Prine
Ministcrs accebted a request from the Rehublic of Cyodrus for
adriissisn to Corimonwealth rierbershin., They invited the President
>f the Republic t2 join the meeting.

SOUTH AFRICA

Cormunique issucd ~n 15th March, 1961

At thoir neetings this week the Comncnwealth Princ
Ministers have “iscusscd questisns affecting South Africa,

: On 13th March the Prirc Ministar -f S-uth Africa
inf-sroed the necting that, f2ll-owing the plebiscite in Octsber,
1960, the approgsriate constituti~nal steps were n-w being talien
tc intrsluce a Republican form -f Constitutizn in the Uni-qn,
and that it was the Jdesirce »f the Union Government that S-uth
Africa sh~ul? recrain within the Conmrwnwealth as a2 Rejsublic,

In connecetisn with this ajplicatisn the rniceting als> discusscd
with the consent ~f the Prire Minister «f Ssuth Africa, the
racial pslicy fo2ll-wed by the Unisn Governnent.,

_ Thc Prine Minister ~f S.uth Africa inf-orred the other
Prirc Ministers this cvening that, in the light -f the vicws
exoressed con bechalf »f other menmber Governnents and the
inlicatisns »f their future intenti:ns rcegarding the racial

“pzlicy ~f the Unisn G:zvernrient, he had dcecided t» withdraw his

amlicatizn £f~r S-uth Africa's continuing membershi; ~f the
C-nnonwealth 2s a Republice,

STERRE LEONE

Cuoraunigque issuced on 16th March, 1961

The Princ Ministers ntte? that Sicrra Teosne wohuld
attain indcrendence sn 27th Anril, 1961,  Thoy losked furward
t- welezning Sicrra Letne as a nenber =f the Cormznweocalth on
the eonzleti-n ~f the nccessary constituticnal jroaccesses.




