Hr. President, ladies and Jentlement

It is no nere form of words for me to say that I am

-delighted to be here, becuuse this is u very exciting occasion.

It is a very oxciting act of faith and of ima ;ination.

We ure accustomed, in Australia, to think of oursolves as
having an almost painfully new country. i daresay that some of
23 here today have thought what a contrast thore would he between
this 6chool, 30 far as it has one, und Jestminster school in ‘
wondon. au€ if we have enough imaginution to turn our cyos back \
into history we will reulise that,after all, that Sclwool had a |
seginning, and Westminster itself had a bo;lnning. It is one of
the things that I like thinking about wvhen I'm in ..ondon, that at
the very time when .Jostminster lall was being built, the Great
1all of William Rufus, there were [ields and furms uroud 1t,
‘nd vhen the Abbey sprang into existence, the while shining ALoey,
as it was at that time, there were fields and farms around it, |

de need avory now and then to have an act of faith in |
order to 11{t ourselves above the ordinary common round, I don't
know whether any of you, or many of you, have had the opportunity
of sceing the great Lly Cathedral in the eastern provinoces of
ingland - a magnifiocent cuthedral, rising out of a village, built
at a time vhen there wvere a few vhlagea and 4 few furms scuttered
around, What a tremendous act of imagination .nd faith,

Thorefore 1 am delighted, not only to be here on such an
oceusion, but I am particularly m%.roatod in the name that has
Jeen chosen., Jecruse 1 am a greut believer in the continuity of
good traditionss a sonse of continuity, a sense that ¢ are not
here today and sone tomorrow, a sense that we are part of an
irmortal procession of human beings. <This is the great cthing, 1
»eliove, in the national churucter.

And there ut Jestminster, whose name you have taken, what
Jdoes one see, even today? Tmc hall of #illiam Rufus bullt in
the welfth oentury, still s gy 4rimed with smoke on two
occasions in its history, still therej the !lall in which Charles
i was tried; the 4all outside which s looki:g into
Parliament Place, stands the satues of Oliver Cromwelly the Hall
out of which opened the doors into little rooms in which the whole
of the inglish Common Lav vas developed, the Jreut mediaswval
Courts of the i ing's .jench and of the Common rleas und of the

axehequer.

This s, of ull places in our comsunity of nuilons, the
mos: fascinasting and the most historie. ind Just over the roed,
30 to speak, the great Abbey with all that 1t contuins of iritish
1istory.

Now this, i think 13 something that 1 hope avery boy
who oomes here vui 2% to understand. I would like to think that
the full significance of what hus happened and is mppening, in
ostninster becume known. We ure s0 accustomed today to having
Parlispents. J3ome people think that +e huve too many. I
occasionally shure that fee.ing, but only in a momentary way. The
{irst Purlianent that ever sut, sat in Jestminster ‘all. The model
Zarlianent sat in Jestuiinster ‘lall, And today, if you wish to 2o
in, or nmembers wish to 0 in to the 'ouse of Commons, one of their
mln avenues of approach is tiwrough /estminster iull. It still
remains the Jreat source of all our parliumentury inatitutions,

and of all the sreat inatitutions of the Common Luw, Theru is no
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place to compire with it, And therefore, nay I say to the boys,
there is no name to compare with 1it. This is & mugnifiosnt and
im:zinative decision.

3ir, one other thing that I would like to say is this.

It is no easy matter to create a2 Sghoolg it is no esasy matter to
S8y, "Well, we must starty we will get our first b.ilding.
Jomeday we will st our secondand our third and our fourth, And
in due course the  rounds of the school will be deveioped and we
will have all those things that go with a :reat uichool.” It must
rather try the patience for people who are no longer young, to be
able to postpone to their childrun the satisfuction that ¢

would have loved to have had themselves in seeinz the thing
oompleted.

And yet, what I want to remind them of is thisg that

this is not just creating some jrounds, or creuting some buildings, |

this is creating a school which, so tat it is properly understood
and properly supported, will be here for humireds of yoars, and
w{u itaelf become the spiritual luther of othe: schools in other
piaces.

There have been very zreat changes in the world of
education, If we 20 back to the middle ugses when higher education
was scholastie, was conducted agzainst a basis - almost entirely -
of religion, vhen 1t was considered the ,orq.isite of t .ose who
vere destined .Jor the Chureh, when it involved almost wmonastie
exclusion from the world, when it dealt entirely with claasioal
novled», ve find one kind of education, uid one lor viich 1 have
myself a profound respect. t now the wheel has turned. Today
higher educiation is taking place not in the age of medianeval
seholasticisa, but in the age of sclenoce and technology, in whieh
man is actmlly beginning to burst fromthe surfacs of t!'xo earth in
his exploration and sesarch for knowled.s.

30 the wiwole matter has changed. 1% seens to us to have
something of urgency rather than something of reflection., It is a
search for something new, ratier than the study of something old.

But the choloes is not quite 30 grim as that, bocuuse it
still remains true that there is no higher sducation wort: the
name unless it embraoces not only the knowledge of physiocal
scienoe, but the knovwledgs of mankind, the knowledie of the
hmanitlu, a broad sweep of education, a broad and balanced
training. And that is something that we asiways huve to keep in
rnind so that we won't Le teanpted, as s0 many people ire, to adopt
as mlx:d goal for education a purely puan conception of physioal
now N

Now t:1= i3 a Church School. This is one of those
schools 3 vividly and enduringly ior that most important
ooneeption of eation over the whole field - a belief not only
that ve should have hunane letters as well as scienoe, bhut that wve
should have churacter as well as knowledge. And the hmcuon of
this school is to produce churacter, not a lot of clever men with
destructive ninds, with no conception of t wir obligations to
telr fellow men, and no conception of thelir duty to Jiod, but
people of chnrnc‘or, of a high morality, trained with a Aacka-mmd
of religion, able to understand right through their lives, that
1t 13 a <00d thing to be intelligent, it is a Jood thing to be
sucoessful, it i3 a 00d thing to be able to do this, or this, or
this, but fhat 1t is & better thing to be u fine man, & better
thing to be & fine citizen, a better thing to have learned at tiwe
right iime those eternal truths which make a1l the difference
between a groat nan and a l1ittle one.
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And 30, sir, I am delighted to be here. 1 am soxxry
that 1 am not as young as 1 used to be, becuuse if I wore as young
as 1 soetines feel when I am under at‘nck, I would feel confident
of coming back here in 40 years' time to have a look over it,

Jut I don't think t at I cun look {orward to taat. Those boys
will lookx forward to it. And I would like them to feel themselves
the gionura of this school, the first boys who will ever become
the "old boys™ of Jestainster. I would like them to foel that
they ure heiping to start a trudition in one sense, but in
another sense to oarry on the Jreat tradition whicﬁ 1is exemplified
in the Churech schools of this country, and in particular, to feel
proud of the fact that their scliool has a name which associates

it in the mind, and in the heart, with the groat centre of all
those things f{rom Parliament to gbc lav vhich have marked our
mc.l 2nd which have been among our zZreat contributions to

Now, oir, having said that I express my pleasure and
$iie pleasure of my wife at being here and I shall now, I think,
1f I have understood my instructions acmux: step maartly -
the President told me "step smartly three cricket pitch lengths
to the left” - and 1 Lope that in the ocourse of doing so I won't
pull a muscle. (Applause)




