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Mr. Chairman, Mr. Rylah, Parliamentary colleagues and ladies
and gentlemen:

It must be a considerable time since I 7as on this
platform last. I remember it very well. It was a very good
meeting, As I told some of you this afternoon we had a bit of
good spirited heckling, and some very lively questions. So I
remember the meeting with considerable affection,

But I also remember the place, though not this actual
hall which was thenmot built, because in its predecessor my late
father spoke many times when he was the Member for Lowan in the
State Parliament.

By that time we lived in Melbourne, and when my
father disappeared, with a great flurry, to go to Horsham it
was almost as if a man had been called before the Judgment Seat
to cafront his Masters,

Because, usually it had happened that he had cast a
vote that Horsham didn't like, or that Horsham was arguing
about; and so, following his usual attitude, he came up to
argue with Horsham about it. 1In the long run, o course,lost
his scat. (Laughter) But it is a very zood example to follow.

Now, I just want to say something to you tonight, not
all as a matter of history - certainly not ancient history.
But when I look back on what we have achieved in this Party I
like to remember a few things, and I would wish you to rvmember
them also.

In 1943, speaking about the Federal Parliament, we
who were then in Opposition, had thc most complete thrashing,
politically, at an election that we have ever had. In fact
somebody rang me up aftcrwards to ask for a comment, and I
seid, "It's very difficult to make a comment when you've been
run over by a traction cengine'". And that was about where wec
were,

We looked around - I was not then Leader of the
Opposition for a variety of reasons - and I was asked by the
survivors, whether I would once more lead them. I said I
would; but there was one great condition to be attached to it
and that was that we vcre to get together in Australia and
bccome, as far as possible, one body.

At that time, the end of 1943, there were no less
than 1% different organisations in Australia all professing,
broadly, the same point of view. But all different,
Fourtcen!

So from the office of the Leader of the Opposition at
Canberra I convened a mecting, at Canberra, of represcentatives
of all 14, They came, togcther with other interested persons.
We had a very spirited scssion, and we passed a resolution
declaring that we would form onc body and that that onc body
was to be the Liberal Party of Australia.

Six months later we met at Albury and at Albury we
had a Constitution, and a Platform and wc¢ became fully embodied.

Nov that was 194k, In 1946, at the next Federal
election - and you will understand it if I speak primarily in
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those terms- in 1946 we won a fow secats, but we were still
hopelessly outnumbered. In 194%) we had a tremendous victory.

Now I'll say a little morc about that in a moment,
but pausing there, let me tell you this, out of my own long
political experience, :

There are two periods of danger in the lifetime of a
political movement: onc is when it appears to be hopelessly
outnumbered, and zives up the ghost; the other is when it has
bcen in office so long that pecople say, "Well, perhaps it's
time for a change; we've nothing zzainst the Government; we're
doing very well, but perhaps it's *ime for a changa".

These are the two periods of danger.

Going back to that first oize, lect me rcmind you that
when we first organisced ourselves inso one body in the Federal
Parliament, there werc 17 in a House of 7% - talking about the
Eousc of Representatives - 17, Numecrically a contcmptible
Opposition, In point of fact, I will say with all humility,
it was the grcatest Opposition that was cver seen in the
Federal Parliament, Becausc it had life, and imagination and
ideas, It knew the business. It nev Parliamentary procedure.

Although it was always dooned to be outnumbered, it
did, in the course of less than five years after being
constructed, achieve the greatest viciory that had been seen up
to that time in Federal politics,

Then we were outnumbered of course, still, for old
reasons, in the Senate., We took a Double Dissolution in 1951,
another election in '54%, another clec3ion at the end of '55
when there were cconomic problems of zrecat complexity; and
another one at the cond of 1958. Every cnc of those Elections
we have won, with fluctuating majorities - the last one bythe
biggest majority we have ever had in the Federal Parliament.

I think it is worthwhile recalling those matters,
Of course I occasionally mect thosc candic friends who arc the
curse of humanity - you know what I mean - who say, "Well, old
men, yes, congratulations! You'vce done very well to win these
Elections. But of course you know you had the advantage of
having so-and-so on the other side"., It's always somcbody clse
who has done it; 1it's never oursclves,

All I want to say is that I have no rcason to doubt
that whocver had led the Opposition in the Federal Parlianent,
we would have won the elections; and we would have won them
because we have constantly maintained a positive approac:, and
a positive contribution to the solving of the Nation's problems,

There are people, of coursc, who sit on the side
lines, who always know all the answers - they know nothing
about thesc problems for the most part; they have never had
to handlec them. We have,

The result has been, or rather the history has been,
looking internally, looking at our Australian problems,
domestically, that in the course of these eleven yecars, we
have had the most complex variety of economic problems. ‘e
nave had booms; we have had recessions; we have had an
cnormous expansion in the price of wool - and dramatic falls in
the price of wool. We have had some littlec unemployment -
not very much at any time. wWwe have had tremendous over-full
criployment, and an unsatisfied demand for labor., Our overscas
balances have fluctuated quitc violently at timesj; and they
have fluctuated for the most clementary reasons.,
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Jhen at the time of the Korean Jar the boom in wool
camc on, it reached absurd and embarrassing heights, That
wasn't %he fault of anybody in Australia. That was the fault
of some cxtraordinary, incompetent mass wool buying clsewherc
in thc world,

But the fact was that our overseas balances rose to
an cnormous height; inflation grew at a trecmendous specd in
Australia, and we had to do some pretty unpopular things. But
we did then, and those who attacked them when they were done -
and I could understand them attacking them; they were very
disagrccable - subsequently came to realisc that they had been
right, that they had produced the right results.

Do you know that after the famous Budget of 1952
when we were supposced to be absolutely cortain to be decstroyed,
the Gallup Poll recorded us, I think, as having a percentage
of about 37 - the all-timec low, - And the weaker brethen would
coic around and say, "It's hopeless; we're gonc! The people
are against us". I used to have to say, "Look by the time the
next clection comes around, we will win - you sce! This is
going to work out well", It did +rork out well, and we won the
next electiony and the one after that by a bigger majority, and
so on down the linc.

I have an infinite belicef in the pecople. I think
that the people of Australia arc scnsible, honest people., I
I didn't belicve that,all politics would be a mere masquerade,
& worthlcss occupation. You can only carry this occupation on
if you believe in the honesty, and dccency and fundamental
cornmonsensc of your own pcople, That belief has becn
vindicated, I venturc to say, over thesc years so far as our
party and our represcentatives, and our policies have bzen '
concerned.

Somebody said, of late, having regard to certain
changes that we have made, somebody coined a phrasc - you know
it's a grecat thing to coin a phrasc - and the phrasc novw is
that this is a "stop and go" Government. Jell, of coursc,
they have always said that about us. The extraordinary
thing is that Australia hasn't stopped. It has zonc steadily,
steadily srowing until cven the Leader of the Opposition has to
admit that of coursc Australia is a prosperous country. Of
course it is! So apparently thesce alleged fluctuations of
policy haven't brought the country to a standstill. B8ut let us
see what they mecan. I want you to understand this kind of
thing.

Our policy has been constant, just as the strategy
of a General may be constant, his overall stratezic
conception., But just as hce changes his tactics according to
the dispositions of his cnemy, and the circumstances of the
time, so we, without altcring our policics, of coursc adjust
our detailed application to the circumstances of the noment,
We would be incompetent fools if we didn't.

I gave an illustration onc night about the Central
Bank, the Reservc Bank of Australia, the Bank which sits in the
middle of the c¢ntire credit structurc of Australia, and upon
the capacity and honcsty of which pcople in Australia depend
to a very large cxtent,

Jhat docs a Central Bank do anywhere in the world?
Docs it say, oncc a yecar, "This is our policy for the yoos
this is what we arc going to do for the year , and we will lecave
it at that, and whatcver happens we won't change i for 12 months",
Why the country would be in a statc of chaos if a Central Bank
did that,
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It is the duty of o Central Bank to say, "What is our:
policy? Our broad policy is to maintain, as far as wc ?an,
stability, cconomic stability in the community. .Nc don't Want
too much credit in the wrong dircetion, or too little credit
in the dircetion in which it ought to 0. e yant to have a
rcasonable degree of liquidity in the Trading Banks so that
they nmaintain an cven process of business!,

Thercfore a Central Bank will scll sccuritics this
month and buy thcem next month, It will rclcasc noney to the
trading banks out of their special rescrves this mogth, and
call it up in two months. These things must occur in the
course of the conduct of a Rescorve Benk, They put ogt, they.
take in. Every Rescrve sank in the world has to do it. If.lt
didn't do it, that would be a calamiy to the country in which
it was opcrating.

The weather isn't the saimc cvery day, or cvery wch.
Circumstances change., You may have a sudden rise in the price
of wool - or a sudden collapse. Export sales of somec other
commodity may also be affected bocause‘of drought or somc other
unpredictable reason. And in two or thrce months phe whole
of your circumstances in rclation to your overscas balances
can be affected. Thercefore there nust be a watchful cye.

And just as the Reserve Bank is not to be afraid to
do its duty, so we arc not to be afraid to change our course
to mect the new circumstances, The objective will remain tne
same.

But as the Chancellor of the #xchequer in the Unitod
Kingdom said the other day, "It is nscessary very.frgquently,
while maintaining your course to the port of destination, po‘
nake nmany noverents of the wheel, this way or that, accord;ng
to the w7ind and the weather."

That is what you arc ontitled to cxpect. If this
country had suffered fromn pcople who, in a woodgq-hﬁQded
fashion, when the 3udget had been pronounced said, ue}l now
that's the whole of our financial activity for the ycar, and
whateover comes or goes for the next 12 months, we stand by .
that document, and we do nothing to mecet the new circumstances
- if the coun%ry had been cursed by such stupldlty,_then I
would be very sorry for it and it wouldn't be the cduntry thet
it is now,.

That is a broad aspcct of this matter, ladies and
gentlemen, that I do want to cmphasise to you.

My collcaguc, the Treasurer, has becen ?akin§.someﬁ
magnificent statements on this matter. They won't s%b}sfy a
lot of these people rho arc described as "cconomists . in the
newspapers. 3ccausce, you know, it's just onc of phe ped luck
things about political life - we have oconomlsts 1p.thc e
Govermment scrvice; and the newspapers h§Vc'oconoulsEs W,lcl
arc their own pcople. But the irony Of.lt 1s,'that although
the Governnoent zoes to the greatest possible pains tg. o
asscnble the ablest possible men, it turns out that kgycfnmont
ccononists arc always wrong, ond that newspaper cconomists arce
always right,

This is onc of.the strange laws of lifc. I haove
sometimes thougzht that it pmight not be a bad idea tg talke then
all over, or nake a swap. (Laughter) We would be in a
position of powerful advantage then.

DUV, @il gusuing aslac, the whole essence of what
we do from timce to time as a Libéral adninistration is to ain
at stability, at development, at reconciling the highest
possible degree of national growth with the highest maximun
attainable degrec of stability of the currcncy, to avoid
unemploynent, to prescerve our international credit, to
prescrve our international ruserves and, so help us, to
finance the developrnient of Australia,

Now those arc srcat tasks. I can honestly clain
that we have, to a substantial cxtent, performed thens and
arc proposing to continuc to perform then.

Now ny opponcnts, your opponents, the Labour Party,
what their cconomic policy is I have yet to discover - and so
nove you, In terms of the cconomy of Australia they have not
condescended to tell us,

But onc thing they have let drop which is very
iiportont, and which I want you all to roncnber, Every time
tiaey have a chance they complain about foreign capital coning
into Australia. It was their onnual exercise, and I suppose
will continuc to be, to complain loudly and bitterly in
Parliamont about profits carned by forcign companics operating
in Australia,

If that complaint ncans anything, then I can only
assunc that they don't want forcign capital in Australias but
if it comes in, it must be, of coursc, decent cnough to nake
no profits, Bccausc their great compiaint is that thesc
companics want to send some of their profits out of the
country.

It is quite truc that they spend most of then in
Australia in dcveloping their onterprisc, but the very fact
that they want to send a few millions out of the country by
way of dividends, cxcites horror in the apostles of Socialisn,

Now, what arc the facts? This is onc of the vital
facts of rccent years.

tlc arc a country of cnormous import demand. Our
standard of living is so conspicucusly high in thc world that
our capacity to buy things from overscas is cnormous. By and
large you can reckon, year by ycar, that Australia wants to
spend £1,000 nillion, £1,100 nillion, £1,200 nillion cvery
yeer on inports. Thesc arc cnorious swis of noncy; and in
order to bring in imports we nust, of coursc, pay for thon.

I hopc nobody suffcers from the illusion that paying
for goods brought from overscas is a nere natter of signing a
cheque and trusting to providence, It isn't., If we haven't
got the capacity to find £1,000 nillion overseas w¢ con't pay
£1,000 niillion overseas., It is as simple as that.

As, year by ycar, you are earning roncy overseas,
and you are spcnding noney overseas, you always need to have in
rescrve, C0 pay for things you arc buying, a few hundrcd
nillion pounds,

The broad principle of this thing is quitc siliples
international solvency for Australia depends upon us being
able to pay, abroad, for the things that we get therec,

Now we have a high deuand for inports, very high.
But our export incone fluctuates, and principally with viw
pricc of the products of the land., In the lpst <V yoears,
ladies and gentlenen, we have been kopt h4etlly solvent
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overscas, not sinply because of our cxport incone, but
because we have attracted fronm overscas scorcs of nillions of
pounds of private investuoent. And of course noncy that comes
in like that is equivalent, for this purpose, to export
incone,

I was able to stand on a platform about three years
ago and say that for sonc tine, under our adnministration, and
with thc confidence that we have been able to create overseas
in hard-headed circles, that we were rcceiving into Australia,
on privatc investment account, £100 nillion cach year, £100
riillion. Trenendous!  All over Australia, And, as has been
pointed out, in particular in the Statc of Victoria, you will
scc vast cnterpriscs that have been estoblished, and which
maintain cnormous ciployient with noney that cane in froa the
United States and the United Kingdon - rather nore from the
United {ingdom than from the Unitced States you will be
interested to know.

There it is. To cut it off would at once present a
probleir on our overscas rescrves, and our overseas balances,
of the nost acute kind. But we have gonc on, whatever they
nay say, or sopme people nay say here,

The people in the world who have noncy to invest,
tae hard-hcaded people of Great Britain and the United Sta%es,
they look at us in Australia, they say, "Therc is a stable
countrys that country appecars to have the right idecassy that
country is developing; that is a country in which we arc not
at danger of being natiosnaliscd or taken over. teill put our
iloncy there',

Last year it wasn't £100 nillion - it was £200
nillion., £200 nillion sent into this country for investnent
in our present and our futurc, in our fertility and in our
character, If there is onc thing that we stand for in this
novenent it is character, it is the honesty of adninistrotion.
Thesc things count with the rest »f the world.

I can rcnenber that when we cane in, in 1949, the
cnd of 1949, I don't think the reputation of Australia had
iiproved nuch abroad over the previous few yecars. The then
Governnent had had a rather untidy wrangle with the United
States of Anerica, and had said, "We don't want you to
establish a basc on Manus Island". The then Minister for
External Affairs had made a great point at all internctional
confercnces of attacking, or criticising, or in the honely
phrasc, '"cocking a snoop" at the United States, and at the
United Kingdom because this sceoned to be a rather clover thing
for us to do,

Our rcputation today with the United States, and
with the United Kingdon, is, I belicve, higher than it has ever
becn before, And that 1s tremendously important to us.

When we cane back into office herc was Australia,
ronote in the world; therc was China, Communist, aggressives
China that had becorie Cormmunist with all the pressurc going on
in South East Asia, tromendous pressure - it is on at this
rmorient in Vietnang it is on at this nonent in Laos.

Wo can sit here and talk and I can stand herce and
spcak, but at this very monent therce arc all sorts of things
going on in thesc countrics, cvery onc of then related to
Corniunist pressurc, to the bomrunist attack, to the Communist
ambition to control, if it caon, cvery country that sits
between us and the free world,
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Thesc are treiiendously important affairs. iand we
said, "Well, we nust do soncthing about it. It's no use just
having pious spceches about wanting to be friendly with the
United States, or fricndly with the United Kingdui, What are
we to do, placed as we arc down in tnis corner of the Pacific?
What can we do that is practiccl and positive?".

After all, you know, thc two srecat achicevements in
foreign policy have becen that we did get a threc-corncred
treaty with the United sStates of Arierica and New Zealand in
what is callced the ANZUS Pact; and we also werce one 9f the
pronoters of the South-dast ASlun Treaty which cubraces in onec
defensive organisation not only Pakistan, and Thailand and the
Philippines, and iustralia and New Zecaland, but also the United
States of Anerilca, Great Britain and France.

Thesc two arc rcnarkable achicvenents, though I
describe thenn in thosce terns nyself, They have revolutionised
the position of Australia, In the old days before the war
Anecrica didn't nake engagencents of this kind., There was an
attitude, "No wec nake no comnitiientsy we don't get tied up
with Obll gations outside our country" It is onec of the grecat
things that since the War, Anerica has cngaged herself with
other countries. She has bchaved, I venturce to say,
nagnificently.

Here, in our corner of the world, she stands os our
ally and associate in those two tre atics, an achicvencent which
would have becn thought, and I darc say would htvo been, in
faect, inpossible 20 ycars ago,

So far as Great Britain is concerned, Sir, I hope
that it won't be neccessary for ne to justify our relations
with Great Britain., I am perfeetly certain that at Whitchall,
whatcver Party nay be in Office at Whitehall, we arc regerded
as truc, trusted and respccted friends., And indeed we ought
to be, because we arce of the sarme blood. (Applausc)

Wwe had an illustration - I think I ought to say a
few words to you direct - it's boen discusscd a zood decal - of
the kind of problen that arises for Australia at the United
Nations at this last issciibly, where I had the great privilese
of listening to Mr. Khrushchev, and watching his gmnastic
excrecises, cven with the shoc. And it was a very intercsting
expericence.

He conre across, I think - it's always difficult to
know what a dictator is thinking beccausc dcemocratic leaders
like nyself occasionally have to cxposc to the pecople what
they arc thinking and be judged by thens but a dictator, he
hasn't to worry about that, so you don't know whether he is
saying one thing and thinking cnother - but I rather think
that he went across with this in his nind: that he would like
to wecaken, and perhaps ultinmately, destroy, the United Nations.

You nay say, "Well why should hc do that?", Well
the answer is, I think, clecar cnough. The Sovict Union flrs%
of 211 sct out to rbndpr the Sccurity Council which is thce
only oxccutive body in the United Nations, to render it futile,
by c¢xcercising the Veto, Every tire a decision of any nonient
occurrcd they would say, "We vote 'NO'". And then, under the
rules of the United N2 tlons, that was the ond of it. They
night be out-nunbered by 11 to 1, but it doesn't matter: they
arc onc of the pernanent nenbers and wrhen they say 'No', the
answcr is "No',

And so they have rendercd this, a rather unscatis-
foctory - I alnost said a rather futile - budy,

i
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And then they switch into the General Assoiibly,
And the Generel lssoiibly - this is just a cowriittece necting
comparcd to the General asscnbly. Ninetyeight nations, I
thinlz, or there nay be 99 at the nonent, but call it 100 just
in round figures, cach onc of then with half o dozen delejates
and half a dozen advisers and you can inagine - it's an arny
of pecople, in o huge thcatre,

australia, by thec luck cf the draw, sat in thc back
seat, loocking down thc slope. It's not o bad position to be
in becausce you could sce quite o lot., When I wanted to speak
I had to get up and do & route nmarch down the aislc. It
sceried to e to be about 200 yardsy I darcsay it vasn't any
nore than about 80 or 90 yards. But it is an cnormous placc,

In the result, of course, no dcbhates occur at all.
Spceches arc nade, which is o rather different natter, Long
spceches. Two hours appears to be the rule., The day before I
arrived Fidel Castro had spoken for 4% hours - the first 4O
iiinutes on his hotel accormodation and the next 2 hours and a
half on the story of his lifc. (Laughter) Now you uouldn't
rcad about it. It's treriendous. I know that becausc I rcad
the translation the day I arrived.

But this is thc sort »f thing that gocs on.

Khrushchev was out to do two things in that Asscribly:
onc was to attack the Scerctary-Genceral, who has a difficult
cnough task in all conscicence., But he thought that if he
could attack hiix and bring hinm down, then he would wealien the
whole cxccutive position of the Uni%od Nations. The other
objcet, of course, was to beguile, or thrcaten, or actually
frighten, ncew nations, of whon there arc plenty.

About fiftecen new nations from Africa arrived this
year. They arc inexpericnced in sclf-governnent. They haven't
yet, for the most part, found their fect. They nay, perhaps,
be a 1little nore disturbed by thrcats than we are.

ind he said to himself, "This is it. I will nake
these poople feel that I cam soncbody to be afraid of; and
that the Suviet Uniun is a power to be obeycd".

well, I an happy to say I think he failed to
achiceve that result becausc he didn't understand that new
nations, like old oncs, have a dignity of their own. Thesc
people con't cone to sclf-government, they don't comce to
independence, they don't cclebratc their Independence Doy,
without feeling proud that they are now a free nation. And as
he doesn't understand free nations, ncver having set onc frec,
having only conquered then, he doesn't understand the dignity
of frecedoni, That is why I thought that he failed on that side
of his tactics.

But onc way or another, I think that hc will not
rest until he has made the ultinmate attempt to persuade people
to do sonething that will weaken the United Noations and that
will then draw into his own orbit as nany nations as possible.
Lnd this is a grin thing for the worid.

The world stands outside global war today becausc the
frce world posscsscs the power to destroy the aggressor just as
indeced the azgressor has the power to destroy nuch of what they
have thoenselves. Here is the deadlock of power, of teirible
POWCT,

But he feels that if he could weon away, persuade, or
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threaten, or infiltrate to get another ten, fiftcen, twenty,
twentyfive, nations into his own orbit, then he could develop
vhat he would represent as such 2 morel body of opinion in the
world, as would weaken the will of the people of the United
States and of Great Britain, and of :iustralia,

Becouse therce arce plenty of people willing to
wvecaken our will if they can. ind this is the thing of which
we nust beware. We nust retain the initiative; we nust retain
the noral initiative;in all matters that affect the rorld's
pcace we nust be united and positive inwhatever we are
proposing should be donc,

Above all things we should know where our friends
arc, what a silly lot of nonscnse it is to say to sonebody
like nysclf, "You should precfe to get the vote of a necutral
country, when you nove sonething in the United Nations, to the
votes of Great Britain, the United States and France" who arc
the three nmost powerful allies we have in the world.

Did you cver hear such nonsense? If everybody in
Australia got into his mind that that was ny kind of "surren-
derisn" - to coin a word - that that was ny understanding of
what the great interests of Justralia neceded, then I would
cxpect to be swept out, But beforc I was swept out I would
know that the Liberal novement would have swept me out and got
another lecader, another spokesnan,

Je, Libcrals;, wc stand for these things. ic stand
for fricndship with our great friends overscas. We know that
it is only by -having soiic sccurity for our Nation bascd upon
nasnificent-active fricndships around the world that we can
hopce to set oursclves to the great tasks that we have - not to
put cverybody under sovernnent control, but to put cvery
individual citizen, so far as we can, into a position of
developing his own lifec.

Liberalism, based upon individual human freedon,
individual hunan diznity - these are the things that stand in
our lives; thesc arc the things that have no existence in
Cormunist countrics, or anong Coumunists in Australia itself,
or anong their dupes.

Mustralia is a friend of the United States. We are
of coursc, intimate, fanily pcople with the United Kingdori.
But when we go to an intcernational conference we have our own
nind. We are capable, around the corncr, of havinz
discussions with our fricends.

. When I was in the United States on this rccent
visit I was honourcd by being asked by the President to go up
to Washington to confer with hin at the Jhite House with Mr.
Harold Mac¢nillan, I thought this no insult to Australia, that
the threce of us should be sitting there, in private, discussing
these urgent current natters, But docs anybody supposc we just
sat down and soniebody beat tine and we all said the sane thing
- not a bit, I think that for the first hour they probably
hecartily disazrecd with what I was sayingj ond I disagreed
with onc or two other thinss that were said,

We thrashed their out. we arc grown-up pcople, We
have ninds of our own, and dutics of our own, and conccptions
of our.dwn. But in the cnd, we agreed.

But, in the United Nations .issenbly, where you had

- the Soviet Union, and the satellite countrics, as they are

plcascd to call then, or as we arc - you know countrics like
Runania and Czechoslovakia and Poland and s on - there they
arc,
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When Khrushchev decided that sonething ought to be
applauded, hc always started applauding up here like a fellow
in a boxing ring - you know - always started up therc; they
all looked around fron wherecver they sat in this great hall
and therce they werc,

If on the other hand he was going to thunp the
table, like that, he raised his fist high, or his shoc as the
case nay be, and they all looked around, nodded, and then
(Lrughter) Of coursc he had shoes and he could hit the table
with thenis I didn't inspect the satellite countrics closely
cnough to know whether they had any. But at any rate they
thuriped the table,

Now you scc the difference between the complete
subjugation of these people - not a man there fron Poland, or
Czochoslovakia, or as the case may be, not a man therc who
would dare to have a aind of his owmn, who would darc to ar gue
with the head of the Sovict Union.

These arc the things that we have to maintain. We
won't always agrce with cach other. I an happy to say that we
can havce discussions in Cabinct and discussions in the Party
Roonn that rcveal a wide variety of ideas. In fact I have
nover scen an idea put forward yet that I hadn't first heard
in the Cabinet Roon, or in the Party Room. o arc not such
inexpericnced people as all that, and we thrash thoer out.
ind when we thrash them out we arrive at a conclusion which is
part of the substance and spirit of what Liberalism stands for,

When we do, we go forward with it, as you would
oxpect us to - not apologetically, but with somc couraze and
deternination, and belief, in what the result will be.

Now, as I said to you at the bcinning, it was a
dangerous tine back in 1944, '45 becausc we were a rcianant,
and remnants are inclined to be disposed of at a remnant sale.
But we weren't a rennant in that sense, and we arrived.

We arc now zZetting towards the cnd of our 1lth ycar.
The very prosperity of .ustralia detaches the ninds ofa lot of
pcople fron political affairs: they think that they can
safely lcave these thinzs alonc, This is a point, therefore,
of danger for any Goverment, and any moveient.

I an addressing one or two meetings for the prine
purposc of saying to our own people, "You belicve in the
things we stand forj; you have your pride in what is going on
in australias you arc naintaining your intercst in the
political affairs of sustralia; you arc not going to 2llow
the citadel to be captured by inadvertence, or idlencss., GO
out and persuade as many thousands of pcople, Liberals, as you
can find, that that is their duty also".

I haven't the slizhtest doubt in ny nind that with
awarcness of our political issucs Liberalisi is destined to
serve this country in Govermnient for nany ycars to coiic,
(Lppleause)




