SPEECH BY THE PiIME MINISTER, TH3 RT. HON.

R.G. MENZIES, AT THE OPENING OF THE McCAUGHEY

INSTITUTE, COREE, on SATURDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER,
1960__

Sir, and ladies and gentlemen:

This platform has been placed with the most
diabolical cunning. (Laughter) The speaker can talk to you,
and not one of you can look him in the eye! And this zives us,
I think, a most unfair advantage.

But, at the same time, I am very srateful to my old
friend, Sir Hen - Manning, for what he said about my wife and
myself, and I don‘t propose to make you look me in thc eye for
any longer than I need to, because Sir Henry Manning has
really "done ne" in the eye today.

Last night at Coonong I said to him, with that boyish
innocence that characterises me (Laughter) "Harry, what" - I
call him "Harry"; I've knoun him for about a hundred years -
(Laughter) - "Harry, tell me about this business, ‘hat really
should I be saying tomorrow?'", And he told me all that last
night. (Laughter) Then, unblushingly, he gets up and tells it
all to you; and leaves me without a feather to fly with,
(Laughter)

So, I can perhaps summarisc what I want to say to
explain the genuine pleasure that T have in being here, on
what I regard as a most historic occasion, I don't rcgard this
as some local cvent, though l-cal events arc very important.
This is a national event occurring this afternoon,

Because, this tremendous enterprisc is not only, and
we all romember it with respect, a memorial to two brave men,
it goes further than that as the years go by. It is a

memorial to the gencrous and intelligent intercest of a famous
family; it is a memorial to all the pcople who have worked to
create it, because most of it has bcen created over a period of
yearss it is a momorial to the profound instinct that we have
in Australia, an instinct not easily dislodged, the instinct to
rcalisc that our strength is still in the soil, and our
national wealth is still to be found in its products.

This placce scems to me to be strategically, as one
might say, magnificently placed, becausc work is going to be
done in managcment, in fodder conscrvation, in brceding, in
irrigation, in dry farming, 11 these various aspects of
rural production will have concentrated upon them in this placc
not only the work of the thecorists, but thc practical
application of the people who take up the works cvolved in
terms of thcory. And it is strategically placcd becausc, I
venturc to say, that within shooting distancc of it, it will
cnecounter practically all those types of farmingz, and all
those typcs of problems.

Younger men who arc here today, of coursc, arc
familiar with the growing intercst in research for the
improvcement of the products of the land. I'm old cnough to
remember at a place not so far from here, as the crow flies,
up in the north-west of Victoria, up on the fringes of the
Mallec - when I was a s~all boy about the age of one of thesc
handsomc crcaturcs down herce - I romember the agricultural
expert coming up, it was a wheat farming arca, and having a
mecting out on a farm, of a number of the local farmers, and
tolking to thoem about using super!

It scems hard to belicve that now. But there it was,
when I was ten, or something like that, I hcard this man talking
abo%t spgirhgosphates, I had to cnguirce aftervards, what on
carth tnat meant.
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He met a very sceptical audience. '"Oh, this is a
new fanglced thing." "I've ncver done this before'". "The old
man didn't do it before'. And they had to be persuaded. The
better farmers in the district decided that tney would make a
compromisc: thcy wouldn't put a hundrcdwcight on - that scemcd
grossly cxtravagant - but they would try half a hundradweight.
And they found, when the next scason came in, that they werc
two or thrce bushels up on the average of their particular
area, So, it grow - by practicc and cxpericnce,

That scems very clementary to us now., But the truth
is that it is only in the lifctime of peoplce like mysclf that
we have wakened up to the significance of genuinely
scientific rescarch, That, of coursc, is one of thc grcat
things that is going to c¢nsurc the future of Australia,

If we werc stagnant in production, if wec were
stagnant in quality, this country just couldn't rcccive
additional population, as it docs today. It wouldn't know what
to do with them., It couldn't sustain great secondary
industrices as it does today; it couldn't maintain its volumc
of exports, and thereforc look aftcr our balance of payments
if it were not for this constant drive for increased production
and improved quality.

This was secn with clear vision by thosc who created
this Institute in their gencrosity of hecart and in their
generosity of mind, which is not less important. They saw
these things. And the result is what we sce about us today,
and what we can, with the ¢ye of imagination, I think, scc in
the futurc,

I scom to be beccoming a little rescarch-minded mysclf,
becausc yesterday morning I was opening a metallurgical
engincering building at Lucas Heights, which is the nuclcear
power research station, conducted by the Commonwealth, with a
very distinguished band of scientific pcople.

I ventured to say to them - I thought it was o risky
thing to say, but I get a bit of plecasurc out of saying risky
things - that I wasn't too sold mysclf on spacc rescarch. I
don't mind other peoplc doing it, I think that is a2ll right, I
don't mind the Russians firing up Sputniks and following them
by other things with other names, and going "“beep beep" in the
midnight air - I've no intrinsic objcction to that. And I'm
assurcd by compctent pecoplc that much good may comc of it,
soric day.

But wc, as a country of tcn million pcople, have
limited resources, and I belicve that we must concentrate our
resources, so far as they arc available for rcscarch, on the
most uscful, practical cnds for decveloping this coun%ry and
the lives of the pceople who live in it. Other great and rich
countries can afford these other rather luxurious adventures.,
But we, in Australia, ought to bc spending morc, and morc, and
more moncy on rcscarch., It increcascs, I'm happy to say, year
by year.

But I want to scc it, mysclf, primarily dirccted to
satisfying human needs because it scomed to me a poor thing if
ve were to subtract a great deal of the national revenuc in
order to be able to say, "Well we've put up a satellite", when
in point of fact wec have so many unsolved problems in
Australia,

If we arc zoing to solve thesc problems we won't
solve them just by money because although noney is an cssential
commiodity, moncy itself docsn't do the work. We nust attract
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morc and morc pcople into the scicentific scervice of th-
country, not all, with zreat respcct, nuclear physicists -
chemists, bio-chemists, biologists., All the people who can
achieve so much in the future as indeed they have achiocved so
much in the past.

I hope nobody here will cever forget that although ny
distinguished friend, Mr. Karushchev, may ciaim that his
country sent up the first satellite, and was the first to
adninister a rude blow to the moon, it is the countries of the
western world who have becn responsible for the bio-chemical
improvements, for the anti-biotic drugs, for the prolongstion
of life, for actively combating -discase, for doing all thece
things that have meant so much to men and women and children all
over the vorld. (Applausc)

As T said once, there are millions of pcople in the
world who looked out and saw Sputnik going across the sky, vho
wouldn't have been alive to sec Sputnik if i1t hadn't becen for
the superb scicntific work of Western scientists. (Applausc)

So let us remcmber that; let us understand - as you
do, so wecll, without becing told by me in a hot sun - let us
remember all the time that we are not herce looling at
something that is hi-falutin' or thcorctical or irrelevent.

This rescarch institute will teke its place in Australia as one
of the grecat constructive cfforts to solwe our national
problems. (Applausc) Every man connccted with it, cvery

wonan connccted with it, is entitlced to our rospeect. They
certainly have ning. They arc ontitled to our gratitude. They
ccrtainly have uinc.

So, far from thinking that I confoer a favour on
anybody by coning down here today, Ircgerd it as a very great
privilege to have been asked to come down here, because, as I
cnd now by saying, what I said at the beginning, this is an
cvent of first class national imvortancce.

Therefore, Siry, I supposc retrospectively, because it
scerns to have been going for a little while, I declarc the
Institute open, and I will now unveil a plaque which I hoven't
sceny I don't know how to unveil it, but I'1l do ny bost.

( Applausc)
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