SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE RT. HON. R.G.
MENZIES AT THE OPENING OF THE RUSSELL OFFICES,
CANBERRA, ON THURSDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER, 1960,

Sir, Your Lxcellencies, Parliamentary colleagues and ladies
and gentlemen:

I have many reasons for being very pleased to be
invited to do this task. One of them is that it is one of the
rare occasions on wihich I can see the Diplomatic Corps sitting
quietly, respectably, respectfully and with no grievances to
ventilate, That makes it a very notable occasion.

But there are other better reasons than that,
speaking with very great respect.

First of all, this, or these buildings, this first
one in particular, as fhe first of the four, reprcsent a very
remarkable phase of development in the national capital,

The transfer of departments, so that we may have in
Canberra almost literally, side by side, the great departments
of State; so that no longer will it be necessary for chiefs of
staff and those who toil with them to make long journeys to
Canberra, to be consulted, or insulted, according to the mood
of the moment.,

Here we arc! We will ~11 be together - my own
Department, the Department of External iffairs, the Departments
of Defence, the Treasury - the great Dopartments of State being
brought in to this one capital city. This represents a
movement in national feceling, and in national efficiency which,
pcrhaps, some people in Australia don't yet recognisc. .e, for
oursclves, arce determined to make the capital of Australia one
of the fine capitals of the world. Becausc we believe thatif
Australia is to take her place, morc and morc, as a nation in

the world - not a large nation, not unduly significant you may .

tell me, but still with a futurc - then we must, so far as we
can, cxprcss our national instinct in concrete visible terms
tha% appcal to the imagination.

The crcation of a national capital in this lovely
spot is onc of the great things to be donc in the performance
of that task.

I must confess I have very little patience with
pcople who appear to grude ceverything that is spent on
buildings of this kind - not that they are¢ claborate - but
buildings of this kind.

The moaning that zocs on about the imminent
creation of a lake whicn will give to this city character,
and make it a city around alake, as nothing else could make it,
a cohcrent whole! I don't have any sympathy with thosc idcas
at all.

I believe that the future of this country, just
lie the futurc of any other democratic country, is largely
associated with creating the national capital as a focus of
interest, as a focus of pridec, as a placc which will attract the
best possible men and women, not only for Parliament, for the
Public Service, but for all thc activitics that arc associated
with Government on the grand scale,

So I belicve that all the investments that we arec
making in Canberra arc dividend-paying investmcents in the best
sensc of the word,
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Therc is another rcason why I am very ;lad to be
hcre, Somcthing pretty good happencd in Canberra not so long
ago, We had cnough wit to cstablish a Commission; and we had
cnough wit to make Mr. Overall its Chairman.

Now, this man Ovecrall occasionally frightens mce, He
looks to you %o be & mild and disarming character. Hc has
associated with him Commissioncrs of zrcat talent who arc
cqually mild and disarming. But I'll tell you the great sccerct
of this man: when he learns on the telephone thnat the Cabinct
has approved of somcthing, somc scheme, somc projcct, that
concerns him, he has the bulldozers in on the sitec next
morning.

He knows of politicians, cven by instincet -
cortainly not by cxpciicnce (Laughter) - but by instinet he
knows them. He has given us imeagination, and drive in the
development of Canberra for which 1, for onc, as the Prime
Minister, :7rill be @&crnally grateful to him. And I szy that for
him, and for his Cormission.

This conception, now becginning to take shape.- the
offices here, the bridge, the othoer bridge that will go in, the
lake, the whole city grouping itself with, I hope, uore fine
buildings in the future - this is something that appcals to the
imagination. '

I am only sorry that I have rcached such advanced
ycars now that I won't bec able to come back in 50 ycars! time
and sec tiace fruit of all thesc labours, a marvel, and o pride,
and a joy to Australians.

But over herc, we arc doing somcthing, we arc here
at a very remarkable step. Ifm delighted with it. I'nm sure
you arc delizhted with it. I am proud of cverybody rho has
bcen connccted with achicving it. I am delighted to think tnat
nmy colleague, Mr. Freethy is able to be here on this matter -
nct!'s had much to do with it - and I'nm ve:y z2rateful to think
that my collcagucs in Cabinct, and the Parliament of the
Commonwecalth of Australia, have, in the most practical oy,
supported these developnents,

So here we arce a growing cityy; o greater, ond
more scientific aggregation of the people who work for us; a
vision of tne futurcy; and a remarkable cchicvemwent in the
present., All thesc arc great matters, They give me greot
pcrsonal joy and satisfaction, and they will cxplain to you why
I am delighted to declarc this building open. (Applausce)




