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QUESTION

PRESS CONFEWENCE GIVEN BY ‘THE PRIME MINISTER, °
THE RT. HON. R.G. MENZIES AT KINGSFORD SMITH
AIRPORT ON THURSDAY, 6TH OCTOBER, 1960

Mr. Menzies would you explain, Sir, what you hope to
accomplish by going to the United Nations?

PRIME MINISTER: flell I've never been in the practice, or in the
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habit of saying in advance what I think nmight be
achieved.

But what has happened at this Conference has been
that something that began only a few weeks ago as a
normal meeting of the General Assembly of the United
Nations, which is normally attended by forecign ministers,
has steadily become a mecting of the heads of Government,

Under those circumstances I came to the conclusion,
finally, that Australia ought not to be conspicuous by
not being represented by the head of the Government,

That doesn't mean that I have any lack of
confidence in the Attorney-General who is a very able
man, and very well able to say what we nced to say.

But I did finally come to the conclusion, and my
colleagues thought so too, that we ought to be
represented by the head of our Government at a time when
such a violent attack is becing made, not only on the
United Nations itsclf, but on the whole of the
democratic world.

And, frankly, I don't cxpcct that I'm going to
accomplish very much as an individual. I mcan I'm a
fairly small potato, and we'rec not a very large country.

But I think that as part of a group of pcople I may
be able to say something - in fact I think I can- which
exhibits Australia's point of view, which is not
nccessarily the same as other people's point of view,
but which is sturdily democratic, and our own interests
arc grecat.

In particular wc have very lively interests in
rclation to South-East Asia, and I will cndcavour to put
these things as clearly as I can.,

Would you tell us, Sir, what you think of Mr,
Khrushchev's attitude towards the United Nations?

PRIME MINISTER: Well I have never met Mr. Khrushchev. One of the
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great attractions, onc of the few attractions about this
rather strenuous journcy, is to sec, and hcar, and
perhaps to mcet Mr., Khrushchev. Becausc, of coursc, if
you took him litcrally on what hc says the result would
be ridiculous.

But it may be that therc is somcthing bchind all
this: What is he getting at? Is he just bully-ragging
the rest of the world? '

That doesn't matter much to us: we arc not casily
bullicd in Australia. Or is therc somcthing clse behind
it? I am looking forward with fascinated interested to
discovering what therc is bchind that somewhat stormy
facadc.

Do you plan, Mr. Mcnzics, to make a defonece of
Australian policy in New Guinca?
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PRIME MINISTER: I don't like the word "dofcence". I think that the
australian policy in New Guinca is first class. If it
neceds to be cxplained, I will ocxplain it,.

QUESTION: I was thkinking in vicew of Mr. Khrushchev's attack
on Ncw Guinca.

PRIME MINISTER. Oh, I think hc threw that in for good mcasurc,
that's all. wWo have a superb story about New Guinca and
I shall tell it; but I assure you I won't tell it on
the defensive: "I'11 tell it as @ wan who is proud of
it.

QUESTION Mr. Mcnzies, it has boen reported that Mr. Macmillan
has rung you from New York and rcquested you to come to
the United Nations. Is this truc?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, I'm sorry to disappoint all the writcers but
I've had no tclephone conversation with Mr. Macmillan
whatever, I've becen very familiar with his own mind
about this beccause we've becen in communication by other
ncans over the last nonth.

And all I can say is that when I decided to go I
advised him, and I have reason to belicve he was very
pleased. But all this rather picturcsque stuff about
"long distance telephone conversations" - 'my dear
fellow, do come" - this is the merc picturesque dccora-
tion that goes on. But [ didn't start it,

QUESTION: Finally, Sir, would you commcnt generally about
your feelings at this prosent stage of the position in
the United Nations for the West?

PRIME MINISTER, Well I'm bound to say that so far as one can
judge at prescent our friend from the Soviet Union hasn't
been doing so well. He was set back pretty scverely on
the matter of the Congo. His own Embassy in the Congo
had to sccure proteoction from the United Nations mission
which is a rather anusing fact, I think - well amusing
in a sensc - and he doesn't appear to have had any
success over insceribing the item of Red China.

No, I would think that so far therc has bcen morc
sound and fury than result from his point of view. Still
I'11 know morc about that when I'm therc,

I night even have the chance of having him thunp
the desk when I specak, which will bc a great change fronm
respectable political necatings.

QUESTI ON's Mr. Mcnzics when can we cxp~ct you back?

PRIME MINISTER: Oh, I would think in 10, 12, 13 days. I don't want
to be long. I just want to go. When the things that I
nced to do sonetlhring about are over I'll come back very
swiftly, I don't regard it as a holiday. :

Thanks to Qantas and 2ll thesc great people I leave
hercy, I think at 5.30 todey, Thursday, and arrive at
San Francisco 25 ninutes ago - 5 past 9 on Thursday.

Thank you very nuch,




