. ' 3PEDCH BY THE PRIME MINIGT:R, THG RT: HEN.
" ReG. MENZTS3, C.H., 1.C., M.P. AT BLNDIGO ON TU.IGDAY, THE
42TH JULY, 1560

Sir, Senator, candidate »nG ladies and gentlemens:

I always know that there is an election on when I come
here ‘because they alwsys send me here. Sometvimes I see the same
faces; and sometimes I con't. But tonight I am delighted te find
what, in my experience,_gust be a record attendance, supporting a
record cancidate. (Appiauée)

S Some of those who have been listening in tonight will have
ﬁ%&gg him for a few minutes at the end of his speech. I rm gorry
\that~bhey coulén't have heard him longer, bec-use I think that

‘fénybody who sees hiin, hesars him and, os you do, knows him and his
work and his qug}ity, must agree that Bendigo hns on opportunity
of the first gu=lity in this by-elecction.

I am of course very sorry, personclly, that there is a
by-election, becnusge it is -~ by-election that has been brought about
by the death of » political opponent who woo almost a lifclong
personal friend of mine -~ Percy Cl-rey: -~ mrn I knew very well in
what I might ¢~11 ny 'respectable' days when I pirrctised in the
vicinity of the Arbitration Court, mostly for the Unions (Laughter).
And f:iom that time on I knev Percy Clarey and I admired him very
much. Hc was a man of character and quality and I know that = great
numbér of people in the Bendigo Electorate came to have wuch o regard
for him th~t they may have voted Tor him though that wouldl not
normally represent their political view.

'611 he has gone, ~las. He 1is a greng loss to his Porty
and 2 great locs to his fiiends. Bu® nov you musgst f£ill the vacancye
Youi choice is not between gomebhbody new and the mémory of somebody
who hns gone. Youir choice is betwecen the candidnﬁes whose names
will be on the ballot paper on S turdany. Ana I "m bound te sny
that if either of the other c-ndid-:tes is wit?in coo-ce *of thils one,
you must be the richest electorate in the whole of thc Commonweslth
of Austr-11i . \ ,

I knovw thnt my geni~l =nd unpredic%éblc Friond, Arthur
Coalwell, (L-ughtcr) spends - gre-~t numbcer of;his wnging hours working

N 8
out rather sharp little obscrv-tions worth  headline - picturesque-
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nd he loves nothing better th-n to describe people on the other side

in o r2ther grotcsgue fashion. And thereforc I -m ~ccustismed to

being told th-t I -~ 2 "tired old mon', Viegll 1t I am, that is o
very good rcason ior sending my fricné Sncll in so that he con dig
me in the ribs occasionally ~nd wake me up. AnGg if I am not « and
of course Arthur doscn't rcaolly think that I am ~ then this is o
splendid epportunity of putting in ~longside of mc into this Porlin-
ment 2 man whose contribution to our joint wisdom must bc of great
v~luc to the Commonvealth, This is ~ rare c¢-ndidate,

I tcll you I know « if you von't givec mg ~woy on this maittore
I'm 2 bit of an cxpert on c-ndid-tcs, I have supportcd seme terrible
candidates in my time. (L-~ughtcr, Applausc) They werc on ﬁhc right
side, but in thc vwrong wny, 1f you follow mc, And so vhen I {ind a
candld~te who in the homély phrauc is » Yer-cker" of ~ c-ndidnte I
»m dclightcd. Ané tonight I hnve ncver becn morc delighted (Applfuse)

Now you h vc been he~ring from the other speakers tonight
something vcry -gecur~tc indcecd ~bout some of the things that h-ve
gonc on insidec Austr-1li-, I h-ve, of soursc, hac some sim~ll h-nd
in the things th~t have gonc on insidc Austr-lin e nQt thnt politice
ians do cvoerytning, But it is - good politicirn who knovs vhat to
do anc. “hen o Go it ancg vhen to kecp Qut and not butt in. Now
that I think ncrhaps, has been the summary of our politic~l 2nd
governﬁcnt activivics. viec haven't told cvery man how he ought to do
his jobe t.c lenve that to the socinlist cxpcrts, e have a
sncaking idea th~t most of you undcrsi~nd your business bctter than
Wwe ¢o. Yh~t vc¢ h~vc to ¢o is to try to crcntc ~ sort of cconomic
climntc, cconomic we-~ther, in which you ¢ -n get on with your job and
bring about thc best rcesults. Ang th-t requircs - though I s~y it
myscll - a considor:blc ~mount of knowledgc ~nd cxnericnee “na some
wisdom. And wc¢ hooc th-~t ~t the end of 10 ycars or getting on now
tow-rds 114 yc~rs, vc cn ~t lcenst look our fellow citizens of
Austrnli-~ in the cye and s~y thnat "we h~ven't lct you down'. Ana I
think cven our cnemics might - except in their morc profcselonal

momecnts = be disposed to -~grcc with thate
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Of course it is not the business of an Opposition te see
anything gosd in what a Government does, That is understandable,
And if I were the Leader of the 7pposition today, leading this
collection of bits and pieces - with my Deputy leader centradict-
ing almost everything I said, every time he opened his mouth « with
internecine disputes going on around every corner - if I were in
that happy position that my friend Arthur Calwell is in, I would,

I think, enjoy myself. (Laughter) You see I would have no respons-
ibility, because I wouldn't get inte office anyhow, And so I
could be quite free and speak at large,

The other day ~ to give you a siuple ezaiple - he uwent up
te the Northern Territory and the Northern Territory ic, of course,
a'very important place and presents an inportant problem, It was
a problem when he was a linister in the I.albour CGovernment, But now
that we are there and he has no liklihood of having his Premissory
Notes taken up, because  he knows that he won't win with his Party
behind him, or around him, or somewhere, (Laughter) he said that
we ought to be spending on the Northern Territory £60m, a year,

A gnod round sum - £60m. a year, So I theught I had better find

out what he did about that when he had his last chance which

) ended in 1949, Well I have no doubt that he was as elcquent then

as he is now - and he's very eloquent - and I find that the total
amount of money spent by his Government in the Northern Territory
in their last full year - 1948/49 - was £2,750,000, And my
wretched Government neglects the Northern Territory in such a
shocking way that in our last complete year we spent over
£15m. (Applause)

Weil, you know, I daresay that os they lookcd wt it at
that time they thought £2%m. was a round sum and pretty cood - I'm
not saying that it wasn't. Dut I think that if I hod assumed this
post Af perpetual Cpposition Leader as he has, I would «t least not
be condemning £15u., if I happened to remember that I had spent ane-
sixth of that amount, And so I just mention that as throwing a
humourous light on politics which is otherwise, of course - I've

warned Mr. Snell - a very dull occupation. (Laughter) If it weren't
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for your gzood-natured co-operution this would be a dull meeting.
Politics is 1like that., And you want to rewember it.

But I wanted to talk to you in particular tonight, ~ot
about these local matters in the direct sense, but about some of
the ihings that are going on outside Australis and which I have
had some high responsibilities for discussing at first hand in otler
parts of the world. They are not academic. What is going on in
the world today will determine the whole issue of peace and war,
Therefore we have a vital interest in it. And our inteiect bveco.es
more and more important in Australia. “jec have 1C million pcople,
We have, numcrically, the greatest Corwuniet powcr of the lot -
Chinq - Just up north of uvs, It is estimated by pecople who know
about these things that by the cnd of this century Comrunist China
will have in round figures a thousand million people - far more
than the Soviet Union - and by the cnd cf the century ne doubt with
considerable industrial ecxpansion, with a considcrablc growth in
skill and - subject to what may happen in the fiecld of disarmament
- the most tremendous forces., And between them and us we have Lao sy
full of disturbances; Cambodia, living ill-at-ease with Thailand.
We have Thailand, anxious. We have North Vict Nam in the hands of
the Communists and South Viet Nam under a very gallant little
President, holding its own, trying to cstablish its own way of
living. Malaya come to freedom and Independcncc under Rritish
Administration; Singapore, troubled, uncasy. And Indoncsia, with
all its political storms, and problems, iand indced, with still a
civil war on its hands,

These geographical considerations ure vory grcit, cnormows.
And we don't do anythins ~sood cbout tham by ignorine thcir existence.
We must remembcr these things and it is uwccousc wec, as @ Government,
have understood about thcese thines that we took a leading hand in
establishing the South-TZast Asian Trcoty with the Unitced Statces,
Great Britain, Prancc, Fakistan, Thailand, the Philippines, all
gathered together.,

In Washington the other day I attcnded thce Annual Meeting
of the Ministers in this Organization. This is somcthing that is

growing, somcthing which, partly becausc it cstablishes a sensc of
community. and partly bccuusc it attracts the powerful support of




. t‘ United States, is one of the great items in the future seeurity
of Australis.

But in the meantime we are not thinking so much in this
world about the Chinese, We have occasion to, The people in Formosa
have occasion to, The people in I.acs and Canbodia and Thailand,
they have occasion to. But in the great nations in the world the
discussion, very naturally and inevitably, has been going on about
the relations between the Soviet World and the free world, the Hossi-~
billities of a sattlement, the pos.ibility of reducing tension and
thereby, of reducing armaments. These are enormmus problems, And
if any Australian thought they had nothing to do with a general
election or a by-election in Australia, he would be making a cardinal
error. And if I, as the leader of the Govefnment of this country,

’ ignored them, addressing a great audience of this kind, I would be
unfit for my responsibilities.

‘ I was in London when the celebrated event of the S’ummit
occurred. We had had a Prime Ministers' Conference. We had dis-
cussed with Mr. Macmillan on the kind of thing that might arise at the
Summit, and gave our genéral views on the matter, There was a high
degree of unanimity among the Prime Ministers there and they were
Prime Ministers, as you know, from all over the world. Viell they

. went over to attend the Swmait, a Meeting worked for by Harold
Macmillan, warked for successfully - as we all thought - and we all

. know what happened : Khrushchev arrived and he just wiped it all
out with insults and contumely, Very odd, that, when you consider
that a year before he wes the man who was saying, "Leﬁ us have a
meeting at the Swmit", You remember that this was one of their
great pleces of Comnunist propaganda : '"We are the people who want
a meeting at the Swamit; we are the people who want peace". They
have Peace movements and these preposterous Peace parades which
their Fifth Columnists in Australia carry on. 'Peace, Peace" they
cry, when there is no peace. 4nd therefere nne would have supposed
that the Master of the Comuwunist werld would lave arrived and said:
"Right, let us sit down together; let us strive here for peace'.
And instead of that he threw it all away. He said "o conference'.

And why? Because an aeroplane, a United States aeroplane, hed




® -6 -
been found.flying over Russia and therefore, enga-ing in "spying".
And you know how offended a Communist would be to think of anybedy
being a spy. (Laughter),

Why d4id he seize the opportunity? Because he w..s indignant
about spying? Nonsense! Nonsense! For every intelligen@fagent
employed by any of the free countries 1'1ll warrant he employs a
hundred. Nobody has the faintest doubt about it, Anyhow I am
always very glad to know what is going on inside the country of a
potential enemy, I think it is of great and vital importance to
the free world thiet we should know where they have their points from
which they can deliver a nuclecr and blasting attack on Great Britain
or on tihe United States itself. What a lot of humbug is talked in
this world, putting this thing in a sort af "Oh, it's very unfortun-
ate". Of course he wasn't troubled about that. “hat troubled him
was that he knew it wasn't the first - it couldn't have been - but it
was the firsﬁ they had seen and it was the first that they had
persuaded or brought down and. it was brought down 1,000 miles s@pnside
the Russion Frontier. That is what troubled him, Because you see
that meant that everything he had been saying to the Russicn people
about: '"We're not vulnerable to counter-attock; we have much better
nuclear weapons; don't worry about these people: they would have to
send thelrs by aircraft and we could shoot them down', Well it is a
bit awkward for that theory when one, the first one, not the flrst to
go but the first to be coaught, was a thousand miles inside the
frontier. Th.t demonstrated at once that the nuclear deterrent - and
we all know that in the hands of the free world it is a detcrrent -
not a weapon of offence - was and is an effective one. That is what
onnoyed him, And that is whet anndyed those around him., And I have
no doubt it annoyed a grect number of his own people,

So, his reaction was to become violent and protesting and
denouncing and, as you know, he hgs carried on ever since like a
bully, like a crude bully - & very, very able man behaving like a
crude bully. This is a tragedy for the world. Disarmament?

What did we expcct tq get out of a Swumit ifeeting?

What do you suppose that the fair-minded people who went there,
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Macmil a and De Gau le and Zisenhorer, "that do you suppose they |
vyanted to get from a Suuanit Meeting? ot just e gereral chitter-
chatter about this or that: one or two things that might have
brouaght some hope to the rorld, some hoye to ordinary men and women
who are the victims of interrational tension and rill be the ma:s
victims of var, they are the reorle whose i terests matter. And
everyone of the four men should have been there thinking of
hundreds of mil ions of crdinary men and women and determined to
achieve some result, something that would relieve the tensions: A
temporary arra-gement about Berl:yr .f you like, I thought might be
quite possible. Not a final settlement but somethirg that postponed
the argument, let things settle a bit. An Agreement about nuclear
tests? Jhy they had had a Confererce in Geneva lasting a long time
and the gap wh.ch began like that got narrower and narrorer until I
saw no reason whatever why a Meeting at the Summit should not close
trat gap and dispcse of that problemn and give to all of us our first
ray of hope about the conduct of the Commnist powers.

All thrown away; all cejected: "Go away; I will not confer
yith you. I do not wrant to have a settlement about nuclear tests'.
And a few eeks later when the disarmament conference resu.es in
Geneva and the free world is on the very point of tabling concrete
proposals in that great fie.d, the Soviet rerresentative, on instruc -
tion, wal:is out and brirgs the conference to an end.

Now, this .s not to be overlooked . ' e are not gring to
have talks about Berlin:; :re are not gor g to have talks about nuclear
tests; we are n~t going to have talks about disarmament. “We who
wanted to talk nor no longer wa~t to talk.' This is one of the
climacteric events in modern history. And the next thing that
happens i1s that, pursuing the same technique, stirring up something
here or th:re, the probirg operations of what has been called the
Cold wWar, we open our papers one dav and we see that Fidel Castro of
Cuba - I would not have thought him ore of the world's great statesmen,
but impudent and grezatly e couraged by what happened in the case of
Colonel WMasser, for erxample - a little matter of which I knor some-
thi g - cocks a snoop at the United States of Awmerica, steals

hundreds of milliors of pourds srorth ef other people's property and
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the next thing that hapwens .s: ":t 1s all right: we, the Soviet

Union, wil) lo % after you: we will provide you with oil: we will

~get our hard in., We wil® produce what we will describe as "economic

aid" and by e couraging you to say u-speakable thivgs against the
sreat free vations of the -rorid, 7e wil® bind you to us.

These are jpretty ser.ous considerations. :retty serious:
that is the understateument of all tine.

N w1l just turn from that tc say one more thing, to go
back a little, about China,

You know some of us have been regarded by some others in
the Commonvrealth as attaching undue importance to the Commuinist threat.
I think that my very good friend, Mr, Nehru, has, though he has not
sa.d it - he is imchk too courteous to do that - but I think that more
than once he has thou ht that i had teo fixed a2 mind en the question
of the Soviet Union for example, But 1 do not think he irould say
that todey about China., I om sure trat he would not. He of al: the
great leaders in Asiz, has been the one who has sought to interpret
farrly and generous'y ithat has gone on inside Commnist China., He
has maintaired his full diplomat.c relations with Communist China.

He has had a lot of direct personel contact with the leaders, Mao
Tse-tung and Chou En-lai and all of them. 1 would have thought

that they Jsould regard him as a man who had been, so to speak,

an honest broker, in these matters. And what has happened? His

own Chinese frontier has been violated, fol owing on the incidences
of Tibet. Al' the disturbances along his frontier: Scores of
thousands of refugees from Tibet drive.: into his own countryj all the
surging troubles around the North of Nepal and the province of
Ladakh and those other places on the ultimate north, north east of
Ind.a. He has been made to urderstand something, by hard experience,
of the arrogance and aggress.ve ess of the Commnist, whether he is
1n the Soviet Union or in China or in o~e of the score of countries
wﬁich have been taken into captivity by them.

Nors, S:ir, why do I occupy vour time talking about those

things? Wel: I talk about them, of course, because they are vastly




important to us. There might have been a time in the history of

Australia when people thought that we could live by ourselves and

to ourselves. Nobody believes that today., Does anybody helieve
that, wrappred in o"r own virtre cnd isolated in our own splendouvr,
we can just go along untovched by hostile hands? Of course not.

The very thought'of it is uinreal and ridiculous.

‘e have our security involved in the security of the
entire free world, in that of the TTnited States and of Crsncds rnd ovr
nther comrade countries of the Comnonwealth: Greot Britein, right
there in the very cockpit of any conflict; the wholo of +he vest of
Europe. Our security is bound upwith theirs., This is no day for
narrow conceptioﬁs, for narrov-.indedness, for »erochislism on these
things. This is the day for the hroasd ¢nd siecrine conception of
where we stand in the world, £nd in cecee vov thinl that rerhaps thet
is blowing a little hard on behalf of rfustrzlia, let me tell you with
great pride, that our voice,Ain spite of the limits to ovr numbers,
our voice is a very respectable and respected voicec in the councils
of the free nations of the world. (Applause)

Now before I conclude I would just like to say soiie-
thing about how all that has its counterpart incide Australis, I
have never pretended, nor wonrld anybody else, thet as a political
party, the Australian Coawvnists awount to very nwuch. They have con-~
tributed a pretty high number of lost deposits to the revenuves of the
country. Of course the people of Australia von't n:t therm into
parliament. Of course the people of Australia will never consciorsly,
in large numbers support a collection of peonle whose sctios are
treasonable in the hfghest degrcc. Of course they -on't. e gre
decent, honest, sensible people ia iustralia.

Therefore t-ey do a little shop vindo stuf™ on rraning
a candidate - that's only shop windor and it is r 1ittle chence for sa
bit of propaganda. ““here they do their wor) is elsevhere. 'nd the
wnole history of the industrial ovenent in Avstralia in recent yesrs
has been the history of an atternpt, souvetimes successful and sometimes
unsuvccessful, by the Comnvnists to get control of T'nion offices.
Everybody knows about this. Even my friend Arthur Calwell,

who, I think - I think 1 must have been away at the time - denied
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that there was a Unity Ticket problem, has been brought to
believe thot there might be one. (Lenghter).

But 1 am not interested in the convolut.ons. in the mind of
these apologists for Unity Tickets. Al' I want to point out to you
is that whatever the technique is that 's to be employed, the
Comrmunist significance in Australia rests upon their chance of
securing control, or an effective voice, in key trade unions. 1t

does not require very much imagination to know that if the Communists

achieved the position of leadershin in the electric power generat._on -

field in the State of Victoria, equal to that which Jim Healy has
achieved in the J.terside Workers' Federation, then a Commnist
deccs.on could black out this State just as wel! :s sealing up the
ports of the State. This is what they -re after. Do not run avay
with the idea that these are am:.able theorists. These people are,
a:-d always have been, the Fifth Column for Communist aggress.on
proceeding from the great countries. They go there:; they do their
refresher courses; they have their .nstruct ons. And the whole idea
is: Let us insert ourselves into Union office.

Nor we, some little time back, knoring that the rank and
file Trade Unionist in Australia is o patrint and wili not have
anything to do with Fifth Columns or people of this kind, instituted
a vastly improved scecret ballot law +vhich enabled small groups - the
industrial groups themselves wecre able to play 2 great part in it -
to get a secret ballot where the ordinary Union bzllot looked as if
it had been fixed or rigged. And as a2 result of that legislation
designaéd to free people from these Comsunist manoeuvres and give
them an opportunity of chal’erging elections that were improperly
conducted, was voted against by every member of the Labour party at
Canberra. But when 1t wert into operation the results of it vere
astonishirgly good. Communist offici:l z2fter Communist official
found himself rejected at the polis. And then the Australian Labour
Farty, or whiot is left of it, said: "This will rot do'", - th.s ras
under its previous 'eaderchip - "This wil® not do. Of course we
hate the Communists but we do not vt to fali ont with them too

much'". Avd so theystarted inside their ovm ranks, not 2 pro-Communist
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movement but a viole t movement against the industrial groups.
decausé they knew that if they could destroy them or their influence,
then some of these eminent Comimunists would begin to come back - as
they have begun to come back - into Un:ion office.

That .S the thole pnint about Unity tickets: the shabby
statements that have been made, these miserable unconvincing denials
are all exploded if you lo k at a2 Unity ticket. Bat that is enly a
symptom. The true disease is that the Australian Labour Farty is
utterly unaware of the Comimnist infiltration techniques or, being |
aware, is quite indifferet as to whether they succeed or not.

Ladies and Gentlemen I could stand up herc and talk to you i
for o ecouple of hours about mony of the problems of the world and
perhaps, with a bit of luck, I might interest you on them begause I
have scen o good deal in relation to them, as you know, in rocent
times. But rcally at 2 time like this, ot a period in the world's
history when I think there 2re great dangers - Guba is o symptem of
a dangers it 1s a symptom of hor people like thet can think they can
disregard the ancient homes of freedom, the great porsers of the
world, disregard them, f1- in their forces, trcat them with contempt.
That kind of state of affairs in the world is explosive, A big dog
may taxe an awful lot from 2 little dog, but not for always. This is
explosive matter. 1t is 2 matter in which s must, ourselves, be
prepared to give the greatcest moral and other support to those
nations whose stand in the world and vhosce strergth in the world are
vital to our sccurity. And, in thc same way, this is the time hen
we must rcalise, as always I think, that if our own Government has
been able to stand firmly, to be recognised around the frce world
as being worthy of trust and co-operation, then this by-clection
prescnts you with on opportun .ty of saying: "At any ratc we have
confidcence in this Government. We <ill not wccken it by any vote

of ours'.




