SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE RT. HON. R.G.
MENZIES, Af HARVARD UNIVIZSITY _16TH JUNE, 1260

Sir and ladies and gentlemen:

I have had a very, very exciting 22 hours in lLavrvard,
I arrived at 5 o'clock last evering, I ceme into tnis Tamous
yard., I 1lit a cigar, hoping that theve was no iocal ru.e
against it, and I occupied any cne of the fourtecn thousand
seats available to me. I had an idea that when there were
other people on the platforn, there would be a biggoer audience.
But at any rate I sat in a seat and I meditated on life; and
studied Harvard -~ for the first time, I blush to say. L saw
respectable looking gentlemoen, like myself, walk'ng along with
red bands on theoir hats =marked with such symbols as '"1935%,
(Applausc) The mystie puzzled m> o iittle, becausc I novticed,
as a rulc, what I took to be a wife who also was "1935": and
then a quite grown up daughter aiso branded ".935" (Lavghter)
and a somcwhat disorderly small child of about 5 years cld
(Laughter) also marked "1935" (Laughter). A little reilection,
of coursc, zave me the clue, but it was puzzling for a ctart,

And then I thought I would like to scc the Under-
graduate on the spot. I had made up my mind that all under-
graduates in the United States of Amcrica would not oniy have
the characteristic uhtidincess of undergraduates, but that they
would have nothing to do with any old world custcms if they
were here. ind so I sat and comfortably thought, "Well,
there's once thing: this not being Great Britain, I will not
scc any umbrellas carricd'. Well my car vas pleasantly
attacked by the choir which was then rchearsing and waich I
regret to say started rchearsing and woke me up in the
Prosident's house this morning. (Laughter) 3ut they haed been
rohearsing. And they camc out, Do you know that every third
man carricd an umbrella? (Laughter) O0Oh! What o disillusionnent
this was for me. The only thing that really delighted nec was to
discover that no onc was so old fashioned as to carry e
unbrella by the handle, by the crook, or whatever you nay call
it: it was usually scized a little lower cdown as if for
purposcs of self-defence. This delignhtful rcconciliation of
the spirit of the pioncer and the habits of the ola world move !l
ne very greatly. (Laughter, Applausc)

And thon of course this wmorning, when ouny Mr. Davis,
who I should think is dcstined to ke the hest knowr man in the
world insidc five ycars, gave his Latin oration - do you
remeniber? - so superbly done that o understood rost of it
mysclf., (Laughter) Full of a vein ol irony which, in ny days
as an undergradvate, was rcescrved ¢-ziusively for claossical
Professors. 4l1ll they had to do was <o look as if they were
being funny and, so far as we werce concernced, they ‘were funny.
(Laughter)

fell, Sir, Igive you thosc somewhat irrolcvont
impertinent obscrvations, because rcally this is a great
me. I've had the great plcasurc of having a lot to do,
particularly in recent yecars, with the development of
Universitics in Australia and as I an a graduate of an
Mmastralian University nysclf, an honour paid by this nost
famous body is one that I appreciate quite beyond tlhe puwer of
iyords to expross. ’
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And of coursc to the political leader, alrost o chronic
political lcader of the Australinn nation, it means <ven nore,
Becausc on this day, through you, tke most powerfui uation in
the world offcrs a courtesy, so t©o spcak, to one of the
smallest nations in the world, woealk in nunbers, sut scrong in
will, a nation whosc future is bound up with yours, nac the
body of whosc intecilectucl and spiritual charocter fowms part
of a zreat common tradition.
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Sir, you have honourcd ne by asking nec to spcak., I
would not want to ocknowledge that honour by offering you the
comrionplaces of that rather cscapist picty of sentinent which
characteriscs after-dinner oratory. You know what I mecan?
Most of you have suffercd from its I have practiscd 1it.
(Laughter) And becausc I want to avoid that I don't want to
say to you that "we arc cousins' becausc, quite denronstrably,
we'lrec not: we zcet on much too well for that. I won't say
that we have the same kind of parliamentary deiocracy, because
we have nots we in Australia live in a constant blur of good-
naturced bewildernment at sonec of the Yoddities'" of your
constitutional processcs. And in casc you think that that is
a gross inpertincence, I want to say that that is a bewilderment
that I have found is sharcd by nost of the .mericans I ncct.
(Laughter) ‘

But, Sir, we do have great things in comrionj SO
grcat that if we avoid insanity in the English-spcaling world,
we shall always be fricnds and allies. (applause) To preserve
this friendship, wc arce to facce up to our tasks, accept our
responsibilities with some favour, and 1 hope with sone
affection, but certainly without fear,

Today, Sir, fear is our greatest enemy. So far, a
century of the most brilliant scientific achicvenent, of growing
political consciousness, of material advencenient, has been
narred by fecar, suspicion, and actual hatred, to o degree without
modern prcecoedent.

Many have developed a fear of life and its probloiils,
so that - if I may say so with respect - the psychiatrists
flourish like the zrecen bay trec. Many of us have learned to
fecar our own unruly inpulscs and the individuality which is our
divine gift, and we therefore sock the protcction of confornity.
If we seck to "Keep up with the Joneses", it is mostly becausc
we want to bc like the Jonescs and avoid the accusation of being
odd, or diffecrent, or conspicuous. o fear to be unpopular,
When we do something we regard as gencrous or helpful, we arc
disnayed to find so rmuch ingratitude. On quite a few occasions
I have beeon asked by prominent Ancricans why the superb
Ancrican international scencrosity of rccent yecars has so
frequently been received in other countrics with cither covert
resentrent or open hostility. My reply has always beon that the
world power of the British in the 19th century nay woll have
inspired respect, but certainly it did not purchasec popularity.
Power cxacts its own rcactions., Friondship cannot be bought,
and great power - however boncevolently excereiscd - will always
producc the most puzzling resentnents.  '"Why should this rich
nation, why should this rich nan, have nmore than I have?".

Sir, we are frequently invited to fear the potential
enerly.  In destructive technology. we find hin so clever, and we
forget that in the constructive sciences the contribution of the
free world is so infinitcly greater than his. (Applauscy) Ye
rcjoice in powery but we sonetines fenr and nisunderstand the
rosponsibilitics it brings. We arc temptoed to withdraw into
oursclves, to enjoy the fruits of our own labour cnd lct the
world o by. .and this, Sir, brings nc to the point that I
want to nake todaya

Tennyson is now, I belicve, unfashionable aong the
younger intcllcetuals. But he once wrote a few lincs that have
beoen ruch nisunderstood - commonplac: lines, if you like:

"Jo sailed whercver ship could sail,

o founded nany a nighty states

Pray God our zreatness nay not fail
For craven fear of being greatl"
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Now, Sir, that wasn't just tub-thunping; that wvasn't just an
old-fashioned fornn of imperialism, It was brilliantly
pcrceptive. It saw quite clearly that grecatness imposcs
responsibiliticss: that power which is merely enjoyed is ¢
ncnace, but that power with responsibility can be, and will be,
the salvation of the world.

The great free powers are on trial today: nonc riore
so than the greatest of them, the United States of .ierica,

Ths wey in which they survive this trial will depenc upon how
they risc to the splendid, but awful rcsponsibility of power:
how bravely they zuard the inner libertics of nang  how utterly
they cast out fear; how clearly their light shines before nenj
how far they kecep the feecling of adventure, and avoid the
dcfensiveness of riches.

Sir, a desire for power scems natural in nankind,
Jnong politicians ~ 2and I an one - it is, I belicve rcgarded as
cndenic, the desirc for power. But the great nen and the great
nations arc thosc who, having achicved it, do not wecakly rccoil
from it, afraid of lcadership, or rcjoice in power for its own
sake and for the prccarious conforts tnat it nay bring.

The twenticth century night so well have been the
golden century of civilisation., It has bcen bedevilled by the
lovers of power without responsibility. Wo don't denounce the
infarous nenory of Hitler becausc he joined and oxercisced power,
Much grecater men than he jained ond  o¥ercised power to defeat
and destroy him, Hitler is infanwous, as are the other malev-lent
dictators of our tine, because with 21l his power he had no
siiellest scense of responsibility for the truc zood of men and
woiien, (o obtained power, and bccane a nonster.

Today, the comrmunist threat is the rosult of onother
and terrible risconception, or denial, of the dutics of power.
If the men who cone and 30 - becausce they do appear to come and
go - as the controllers of the 3oviet Union were content to
pursuc their philosonhy in their own land, becausce taey believed
thet their syster, so alien to us, vas the one to give peace and
sceurity and social justice and hoppiness to their own people,
we nigzht well wonder, but we would stand oside, on thc principle
of "live and let 1live", ™t when we sce then as an aggressive
force, aining at the bending of hundreds of nmillions of free
pcople to their own will, we know that wo arc again witnessing
the scarch for power without responsibility,

What is thc oanswer to power without responsibility?

It isn't power sinpliciter, though sozc people arc preparcd ©o
bclicve thet it is. "Get tough" has an appecal, particularly if
the slosgan-makers - and I supposc there night be some here if
not in ny own country, bcfore the ycar is out - can stignatisc
thosc who wish to nezotiate as "appcasers'". In 2 world such as
we live in, power is essentiel, but it is not all. Thc truth,
sclf-cvident though it may be, is that the only answer to power
without responsibility is power with rosponsibility. (applausc)
Sir, it isn't sufficient to say that this is the truth - though
I belicve it is. s usual, it 1s necessary to say what it neans.

It is a matter of fanous record, referrcd to by ny
distinguished colloazue M. Spaak just now, that in tais piace
that very =zrecat men Georse Marshall announced the sreatest and
riost gencrous aid plan in history. But srecter cven than its
zonerosity was its intelligence. It was only a great pouer that
could ivc great oid to others. But the ziving of that aid was
an acknouwledsnient of the responsibility that zoes with powersg
a responsibility bascd on an understanding of internatiomal facts
and of the truc foundations of beace,
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Here we have,. I belicve, sreat scope for the
imagination. We know that on our side, the gzreatest of all
wvars was fought for frecedor:, But this did not have o purcly
sclfish connotation. It didn't ncan freedon for thosce who
alrcady cenjoyed it alone: for .aiericans and British and
Frenchiien and Australions and Canadians, and so on. No. It
neant frecdon for all men, including thosc hundreds of niillions
in countries moving towards independence, for whon sclf-govern-
nent is the greatest of all adventures. When you, in your great
way, and we in our small way, tax oursclves - you "ax yoursclvess
we tax oursclves - to help now nations, we are not being just
nore or less comfortably sencrous, and feeling zood about it
we arce recognising the one-ness of hunanity, and the profound
responsibilitics of power and of posscssions, It isnt't
pnilanthropy, but wisdor, to accept the task of guiding and
aclping other nations and peoples so that they nay acquire, not
only the institutions of frcedon, but, nuch nore importently,
thosc rising standards of living and of thought without which
frece institutions will wither and decay. Truc, wec 1:ay
properly adnit that we wish to restrain the cxpansive nove of
comrunisri, To this e¢nd, as in the case of the South-East ..sian
Trecaty we conter into nmilitary cengezenients and ricke nilitary
preparations. But, Sir, these will fail, unless, in those new
nations which stand at risk, cconomic growth is stinulated, the
developnient- of the individual is pursucd, and the communist
powers find theniselves increasingly confronted by comnunities
resolved to accept no slavery of the nind,

In the perfornance of our responsibilitics therc is no
tine to. be lost. Since 1945 the hitherto little-known ncw world
roves rapildly to a serics of ncew na*ionhoods. Look at .ifrica,
until recently a nest of colonies, where a score of new nations
arc coning to birth. Are we to be just kind to ther:, 7iving to
then that which we feel we can confortably afford, the "crunbs
from the rich nan's table", or will we scc in their criergence a
grcat challenge to the wisdon of western civilisation? Isn't
there a wise sclf-interest to serve, not o narrow sclfishness for
sclf-protection, but a sclf-intorest based on the understanding
that our own frecedom is dependent upon the freedon of others:
that we can't have peace and prosperity for oursclves alonce.

Sir, wmoy I venturc to reiind you of one of the great
ccononic phenoriena of our tinme? It is that, nationally speaking,
the zap between the "haves" and the "have nots" is beeoning
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greoater.

I beliceve that this isn't truc inside our own
boundaries, where social responsibilitics, expressed in terns of
schenies and soecial welfare and social justice, have led to a
narrowing of the zap between riches and poverty. High and
graduated taxation is, within rcasonable linits and subjcet to
legitinate grumblings, that we all understand so well, accepted,
More and more, in our own place, - you in your country, I in
nine - carry the burden of bcing "our brother's keeper',

But internationally this, in spitec of gzrcat ¢fforts,
is not by any ncans truc., e live in an aze of amazing
technological srowth. Aided by the most superb technicel skill,
the great industrial countries nakce progress in alnost, what I
night describe, os a non-nathematical fellow, gJeomcetrical
progression. The luxury of yesterday becomes the nass-produced
cormonplace of tomorrow. .nd so, nationally spcaking, and in
the words of the 01d song, "the rich et richer', You will
ronciber the sccond line for yoursclves.

But, Sir, what of thc now nations, thc relatively poor
nations, with skctchy or primitive industrics, with Little
technical skill and with, as yet, small facility for increasing
1t? 4t best, their rate of nmaterial improvenent is arithrmeticerl




not geonetric. So far from catching up they are, in relative
terns, falling behind.

Now, Sir, this consideration - quite clear as it
scerlts to ric - nust zive us all furiously to think. In face of
it, we can't rationally decide to do less; we nust do all that
we can, cven though it ncans we do a little less for oursclves.,
"Charity begzins at hone" they say. I've heard it nany times in
the course of ny political life., It is a cynical proverb, and
in this world it is a shockingly falsec one.

I never cone into the United States without feeling
soniething of the pulsc and draria of your strength and your
growth. Your rcsources arc so boundless; your productive
skill so boundlessy your optinisn (that great driving force)
so all-pervasive. More than any other country in the world,
you could, in an ccononic sensc, go necarcr to living to
yoursclves and by yoursclves., and yet your high destiny is to
usc your strength to give light and lcading and cncouragenent |
to the world. The measurc of how you fulfil that destiny will, |
if you will permit nmc with 2ll hunility to say it, be the
ncasurc of your greatness. You have accepted the sreatest
responsibilitics in human history. In this famous placc, the
father (or nmother) of so many who have scrved in high places
and have, in high or bunble places, given leadership in the
ficlds of the nind and the spirit, nay I pray that ycar by
yecar therc will be nore and nore of vour graduates who will
persuade their fellow-citizens, not only here but right around
the world, that just as rights are less significant than duties,
so is strength adnirablce only for the resvnonsibilitics it
accepts and discharges. The frece world, and that grcat arca
of the world which lonss to be free, looks to you with
gratitude, but also with hope-

It is an honour, Sir, to bec cnrolled in your
brotherhood, and a rarc privilese to be allowed to speak to you,
not so nuch for nysclf, as for .australia, your young but
deternined friend. (Applausc)




