MENZIES AT OPENING OF JEWISE WAl MEMORIAL HALL,
WAVERLIY, ON SUNDAY, 7TH FuBRUARY, 1960_

-

SPEECH 3V THE FRIME MINISTELR, THE RT. HON. R.G.
I

Mr, President, Your Excellency, distinguished visitors and
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I think thaat this is a very happy occasion for a very
material reason and I also have twyo quite irrelevant reasons for
being here this afterncon.,

The first irrelevant reason .- though perhanps it isn't
irrelevant -~ ic that I have observed with great interest that
your President's nare is Felix, I was going to say his
Christian name but I suppose thot wouldn't be right. (Leughter).
But his name is Felix which, if I remember my Latin correctly,
means “'happy" - happy - (Applause). And I should think he
ought to be,

The second irrelevant reason that I have in my mind
is that the last time I had the honour of making & speech to a
Jewish congregation in Melbourne [ was o little troubled abous
having to wear my nat oll the time. 1 look bad enough without
a hat on, but when I have a hat on I look terribles (Loughter)
and I made a little bargain with the Rabbi who is a most
courtecus and obliging man and he said: *Well, if you start cf.
rith it on, you may then remove it and put it on azain before
you finish" and that's wvhat I did. And this afternocn Felix -
Happy here - said to me just before e cam~ wu3: "It's all rigiav,
from now on it's hats off", Therefore I'm so speakirg - ccol,
calm .nd col.ec*ted,

Noiry Siry I'm not going to detain you but I just want
to say two o~ tarce things about you znd about thiz ruinarkable
and intervesting occrsion,

Trzere are three things thabt have always struck me
about your ccrmunity. I hope you won't mind a rank outsideu
like myself, who is an unblushing Presbyteri-n - you know what
I mean - making z fow ohse:votions about a ccmunity, so many
members of which ave very close perscnal friends of mine. 3ut
three thin,s have always struck me ond I think thoyire worth
mentioning.

“he (irst is your adherence to your faitn, You've
been persecuted for it in the course of the centurics; you've
been astacked for it; you've almost been ordered to abandon it
from tine to time and you huave adhered to it tarough thick and

Nin until it has been hammered into true steel. Now that's a
wonderful thing, a wonderful thing - your deep.. loyal and abid-
ing religious faith., I admire that enormously. U4verybody does.
It produces in any comiunity n eleiment of sanity and balance
and reliabllity which no community can afford to be without.

I don't went you to think that people who are not of vour par.-
ticular religiovs faith necessarily, or frequently, or at alil,
object to you on that ground. Of course we doa't. On ths
contruory. Any man, any woman, who has the flame burning ang rhc
keeps it alight is a great men and a gsreat woman and the
community is proud of him and proud of hei.

That's the first thing that I've alvays liked and
admired about the Jewish comrunity. It's an enduring auality.

nd the seccnd thing that ('ve always adaired is that
Ireally tnink that vou have a romarkable sense of family. I
have met a few pecnle in Australia - not too many, I hope, but
some - who are a bit anxious to pass off the responsibility fou
their families tc somebody else. 1ive never met a Jew «ho felt
like that. 1I‘ve never known o Jewisn family in which the w2l-
fare of every membe: of the family wasn't the constant task of
the lot, Now that's a marvellous thing becanse the femily - a
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good family, a nealth family, ¢ proud family. o family generous
in itself - this 1s of the very essence of community life,
There can be no great naticns without great family feeling cnd
I admire your community im.ensely because all through my 1life

I have observed this extraordinary, devoted sense of family
pride and fawmily responsibility . I hope that will ulways
continue,

Your community is not a separete body in a great
nation, It's not a sort of colony. You have rne intention that
it should be. But your fuith and your inherited iastincts are a
great contribution to the comaunity in vshich you iive,

And the third thing that's always excited my admira-
tion - I've said something dwut faith, larily -- w1l The taird
is friendliness, I want to say a word to you about friendli-
ness, if I may.

I know that recently there have been strange people

putting up strange slogans. 7 you'll allow me to say so I
know & little bit about this kind of thing beczure "Ou*t with
pig-iron Bob" or something (Laughter) (Applause) has been on
every railway crossing and every brick wall and ¢f ciurze being
a low-down politician I've ncver objecced to it becanse Iive
felt that this was unpaid publicity (Laushter). But I think
that we just want to have in our minds that there i-il) always

be a few people rho intend mischief, who desiwe tu defile the
community, those rio don't belicve in Zhat orderly cvetcm of
government that .re beliceve in, thal there vill ciways be a few
people sho want to uake rude noises or put up offensive slogzanc
ind if one could grab one of them that iwou_d be the day - never
been able to zet one mycelf (Laughier). They have nc wlace in
this country. They don't represent any cpinion in this country
but as usual they've traczd around themselves what wmizht be
called "the lunatic fring2". Do y¢u lnow +vhat I mean? The are
the silly - well to use 2o :cod wholesiwe Australian expression -
the "ratbags'" who says: "This i1s rretty gzoods; <This'li do me" and
they will so oround chalking up ¢ painting up slogans,

I don't rant to discuss that problem with you except
to say thiss that 99.8% of the peonle o Australia rcyard these
manifestations with contemnt. Thece things don'c epresent a
sreat movement in this counilry. Nebody need »ver fear in your
community thet, in the case of some of you yor » v cone out of
great tribulation and versecution into a country in which you
might still be fPersecuted. Forget about it (inplausc). You'lve
come into the frecest country in thne rorld. <{(Anplause) That's
the sreat charm about Australia; that's why my friend ILanda
and I can be up here instead of biting(cach other's heads off)
(Laughter) and find ourselves on common ground, you know, on
common ground admiring this specuacular and devoted piece of
work, But it's a free country. It will remain frec,

You know I came down here to do this job and I came
down yesterday and as I drove in frox the tirpcrt the car
stopped opposite a Hotel -~ tThere was a tr . fZic lizht cuzainst
us - and it was in onc of those subvrbs that vete Tor Landa
and don't vote for Menzies - you know rat I mean? - (Applause,
laughter) and in the charming al fresco habit that people have
in Sydney there were three fellovrs sitiing on the doorsiep of
the Bar with their feet in the street novirg a drink and there
was another one - a rather ill-conditioned sort of rellcw, ne
didn't look entirely sober - and tne Tirst thvce fellorss waved
their beer mugs at me and said: "Good on yer, 320ob" (LaughZer).
Jell I thecught that was rather nicc. And the next fellow,
sitting all nunched up by himseif, he just locked at ne and
saids: "Huh, yer big mug". (Laughter), Ncw sir, T Like that;
I approve of that veiy warmly. You sec I'm very peovd to be
the Prime Minister of a free country, liacble tc be dismissed by
the frec citizens one of tresc days, proud to be serviang them
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and with no complaints of what their decision might be because
we are free people. (Applause)

Everyone of you who was born in Australia inows thats
you don't need to be told by me. And those who have come into
Australia, parti cularly since the war, out of the horrors of
Burope, in particulr, I know that you've breathed more freely
since you came here and that you feel that you're in a free
land where you have your own opportunity and where, by your
great talents and immense industry, you can make zreat places
for yourself, And that being so, while I would willingly stamp
my foot on one of the deplorable creatures who do thesec deplor-
able things, don't get that out of proportion. That doesn't
represent anybody of intelligent, dccent Australian opinion and
it never will. (Applause)

And so, Sir, I come back to shere I bejan. 1'm very
proud to have been invited to come here. I think this is a
marvellous development. Only people with vision and courage
could have imagined this centre, with all its costliness, with
all the hard work thathad to go into it. Only people with
vision and faith and imagination could have done it. And I
wvant to say to you: "God speed". I think this is a sreat
occasion, a zreat occasion in the history of your own religious
comnunity, a great occasion in the history of Sydncy. I can
well understand the M.oyor's pride of this in Waverley and I,
speaking on behalf of Australia, if I mizht, am proud to think
that such a work could have come .bout through faith, a feeling
for the family and a friendliness which is, I assure you,
reciprocated ¢ll round this country.

And so, Sir, I say "Thankyou" for having invited me.
I offer to the whole of this immensc audience or congregation,
my warmest zood wishes. I think it's a marvellous occasion.
I'm proud to have becn associcted with it. (Applause)
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