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Ladies and Gentlemen I want to introduce to you the Rt..
Hon. R.G. Menzies, Prime Minister of Australia. Thank you,

PRIME MINISTER:

QUESTION:

PRIME MINISTER:

QUESTION ;

PRIME MINISTER:

QUESTION:

Well, I suppose, ladies and gentlemen, you
would like to ask me questions. Do that. I may be
able to answer one or two of them, but in the mean-
time I hope you will let me say that though it has
been a very strenuous journey - you people have the
habit of starting the day frightfully early and it
has been very hot - still it has been a journey full
of interest, We have seen something of your coun-
try; we have seen something of the industry and
cheerfulness of your people, I have at any rate
learned something of your problems, administratively
and economically, and of course I have had the in-
estimable advantage of talks with your leading men ,
culminating this morning in a long talk with your
famous President., I think perhaps you all realise
that I did not come here with a bag full of proposals
to negotiate about trade or transport, or aything |
for that matter. I came really as a means of im-
proving our contact with Indonesia and of learning
at first hand something of your problems and of your
point of view, and I think that I can say quite
accurately that I am going away tomorrow very much
better informed on many matters than I was when I
came here.

Now, if there is some particular question, per-
haps somebody would put it,

Sir, after your talks with Indonesian leaders,
is Australia going to change her decision with
regard to lfest Irian?

I had a discussion this morning with your
leader in which we, as I think he himself said, had
a full and frank exchange of views., I explained the
Australian attitude in substantially the terms in
which I explained it in Parliament in Canberra after
the visit of Dr, Subandrio. Your President explained,
with elaboration, the reasons for his point of view
and your point of view, What he said was supple-
mented by the Chief Minister and by Dr. Subandrio.

I think the one thing that was quite common ground,
and it is very important, was that the problem was
one that should be solved by peaceful discussion and
not by resort to force, and that statement made by
the President following on one made by Dr. Subandrio
will, I think, do much to improve the atmosphere in
which this problem may be discussed in the future.

I shall merely report back to my own Government any
added material that I have, and the impressions that
I have as a result of this journey. What will be
the result of that, I don't know,

Sir, you have said that this should be settled
peacefuliy. Did you, in your talks with Indonesian
leaders, advance any proposals from the Australian
point of view for a settlement by peaceful mcans?

No, I have not. I have not. This is a matter
which exists as between the Netherlands and Indonesia.

Mr. Prime Minister .... your discussion with
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President Sukarno this morning, is there still any
doubt of theIndonesian policies towards West Irian?

'Is there any doubt about the policy?! In other
words, do I think that there has been any change in ‘
the approach of the Indonesian Government towards !
that problem?

«++s from the Australian side, because the
President said this morning that the Government of
Indonesia has made clear to your Excellency the view
of the Indonesian Government as issued earlier, that
this West Irian question will be settled by peaceful
means,

Yes,

Is there any doubt now with your Government
about this policy?

I'm sorry, I don't understand,

Before this, all this misunderstanding between
Australia and Inéonesia about the policy, about the
Indonesian policy for settling the question of West
Irian ~ after this discussion - is there still any
doubt from your side?

Any doubt about the problem being settled
peacefully, you mcan,

Yes,

No, I accept that: I think it will bec settled
pcaccfully. But when and how I do not know,

Mr. Prime Minister, our President has said and
always says that Indonesia is still in evolution and
the West Irian question is a colonial problem, and
that is why it is always possible that in the future
Indonesia might use armed forces to rclease Irian
Barat. Thercfore, will Australia rcmain passive if
Indonesia uses armed forces to rcecleasc West Irian?

You know that is rather like the old question:
*If you had a brother would he like cheecse!, (Laugh=~
ter). TIam much too old, though, in this business to
be answering hypothetical questions. (Laughter)

Mr. Prime Minister .. arises then out of your
statement just now that in discussions on the 'est
Irian problem ,.. is going better?

Not that I know of. I am the prime Minister of
Australia, not the Prime Minister of the Netherlands.
You fall into an crror if you think that this is an
argument between Indonesia and Australia. Ve make
no claim to that portion of New Guinea. Never have.
Je have a bit of our own which occupies us pretty
busily and costs a grcat deal of money and cffort and
skill to develop.

Mr. Prime Minister will you kindly tell us,
after your visit, will the Australian nation .. give
more understanding to Indonesia's claim for ilest
Irian?

Sorry, I did not hear him.
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(repeated by Mr. Heydon)

Well, as I said just now, I have lcarned a
little myself and when I go back I will convey my
impressions of what I have lcarned to my colleagues
in the Australian Government.

Will you be succcssful in this?

I beg your pardon. I hope I will be successful
in making them understand me, but if you want to know
what the result of that will be, or if you want to
build up some cxpectation that it will be exciting,

I don't know,

Is your Goveinment, Sir, still committed to
handing over West Irian as a trust territory to the
United Nations?

Is my Government what?

o Still committed to changing West Irian into
a United Nations trust territory. There was a rcport
o me months ago in the Indonesian press that the
Australian Government wants to turn the West Irian
territory as a United Nations trust territory.

I am sorry, I did not scc that report,.
It came from Canberra.

Oh, but that does not nccessarily mean it was
true. (Laughter) My Government has not put forward
such a proposal,

Mr, Primc Minister, would you please say whether
Australia would be intercested in using her good
offices in settling this issue pcacefully,

Look, I think I've said all I can say on this
matter and I am not zZoing to cngage in a scries of
speculations about it. This is a problem of consid-
crable importance and some delicacy, and I don't
propose to add to what I have just said about it.

Mr., Prime Minister, Sir, in discussing inter-
national problems, was anything said about the atti-
tudes of Indonesia and Australia to the summit con=
ference between East and West?

Oh, no, no. I had no discussions about a summit
conference, no. My own views on that matter, I think
arc probably prcetty well known. I had no discussion,

Was there any discussion about the action of
Communist China during the past yecar in your talks
with the President this morning?

No.

To recturn to the question of ‘est Irian again.
You said that it was a matter between the Dutch and
Indonesia. Dr. Subandrio ycsterday said that the
passive attitude of Australia would constitute a step
forward. By saying that this is a matter to be dis-
cussed between the Netherlands and Indonesia, arc you
saying that Australia will rcmain passive?

I have said all I proposc to say on that subject.
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QUESTION¢ Mr. Prime Minister therc has been a report that
the possibility of President Sukarno visiting Aus-
tralia has been discussed at Merdeka Palacc.

PRIME MINISTER: I think that is a matter really which we ought
to leave to the President himself. I have certainly
made it quite clear that should he find it possible
to visit Australia, hc would be warmly welcomed and
the visit could do nothing but zoodj; but of course
he is a very busy man with enormous responsibilities
and it is very difficult in those circumstances for
anybody to say off-hand and quickly, if and when,
but you may take it that the invita%ion is open.

QUESTION: May 1 ask your impressions of President Sukarno?
PRIME MINISTER: That's rather a 'turly' one, as we say. As a
matter of fact I have ncver me% your Prcsident before

and, if it is of any interest, and I can say it with-
out impertinence, I have becen very greatly impressed
by him, I think he is a man of rcmarkable personal-
ity and he has a superb place in the history of your
country, and thercfore I felt it was a great honour
to meet him and I zot nothingz but benefit from my
discussions with him.

QUESTION: Mr. Prime Minister, after having discussed
friendlily with our Government and explained your
attitude to the press, I do not want to arguc with
you but to learn your vicws. Now permit mec to ask
you this question. What are the rcal reasons that
Australia still recognises the Dutch sovereiznty of
west Irian - the real rcasons?

PRIME MINISTER: You didn't hcar what I said before, did you?
(laughter)
QUES ION ¢ It has been announced in the local press that

you and the authoritics of Indonesia would be dis-
cussing the problem of security., Is it true, or is
it falsc, and what kind of sccurity, what country
and from what?

PRIME MINISTER: It has been said we would be discws singthe
problem of sccurity?

QUESTION Yes, that was the rcport.

PRIME MINISTER: Well, we had no discussions about the problem

of sccurity. I have somc views on it mysclf. The
onc kind of sccurity that is needed in the free
world is sccurity o sainst Communist aggression.

QUESTION: . . ¢ Do you mean Communism as an idecology or somec
particular country?

PRIME MINISTER: Communism as & spucific modern form of treason,
cating into cvery country, trying to - dermince its
capacity, trying to spread its power as a rcsult,

Je have very strong views on this matter. I imagine
a numbecr of people herc have too.

QUESTION s s Did you discuss any question of cconomic aid,
Jestern cconomic aid .09
PRIME MINISTER: Our discussions on the cconomic field were fairly

general, ¢ had no specific ideas, I think I can say
that we, on both sides, we fclt that therc would be
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enormous advantages in what is called "technical
aid" in the recceipt and training of students, in the
providing, wherever we can, of experts, as we have
indecd done in the past, in order to help in cconom-
ic development. That is, I think, onc of the most
fruitful aspects of cconomic co-operation that has
been devised and I would like to sce it extended.
But I had no specific discussions as to how and
where,

There is just one question left. Mr. Prime
Minister, can you tell us what your talk with
Genceral Nasution was yesterday because I heard that
you had discussed ... abroad ... talk yesterday with
General Nasution, the Chief of our Army.

I had a very interesting talk with the General.
He was giving me an account of the various limited
campaigns that are yoing on in various parts of
Indonesia and we discussed that kind of thing.

But what elsc? Did you offer anything for
training, for army training, in Australia?

No, I made no offer. I made some cnquiries,
got some answers and said that I would discuss
thosc matters when I returned home. But there was
no offer on cither side.

Mr. Prime Minister, after you have tolked with
our leadcers ,. you would mind telling us your views
on Indonesia's position as towards the question of
pcace .. Asia ,. also .. the sccurity of Australia,

I think that Australia has a very profound in-
terest in the prosperity and peaceful living of In-
donesia. It is centirely putting it from a quite
selfish point of view. It is entirely in our inter-
ests that that country should develop a first-class
administrative system and great cconomic stability
becausc, of course, I beliceve .mong other things,
that if Indoncsia can cstablish herseif in that way,
and I am surc she can, with work and thought, then
of coursc the whole attitude of the pcople will be
in the dircction of pceacec. They won't be them-
selves tcmpted by doctrines which arc of a morec
aggressive kind, They will in fact grow as a large
and powerful and peaceful neighbour, a closc neigh-
bour of Australia on our north. From our point of
view, cverything that will make Indonesia peaceful
and prosperous is a good thing,

Last question pleasc.

Mr. Primec Minister, may we hear your formula
for success during your trip to Indonesia?

I don't know that I have a formula. (Laughter)
I just said "Good day" to people in a genial fashion,
and they said "Good day" to me, (Laughter) It is
not a bad formula after all.




