P.M. No, 47/1959

PUBLIC SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER.

The Prime Minister (Mr. Menzies) announced today
that the Government had made appointments to threc scnior
positions in the Commonwecalth Public Scrvice which will beccome
vacant shortly.

Mr, J.E. Collings has becn appointed a Commissioner of
the Public Service Board to succced Mr. G,G. Sutcliffe, C.B.E.,
who retires early ncxt year, :

Mr. Collings, aged W4, is at present an Assistant
Commissioncr on the Public Scrvice Board's staff. His cxperi-
cnee includes a period as Private Sccerctary to the Leader of
the Opposition in the Scnate and Minister for the Interior,
service in the Trade and Customs Dcpartment, and in the Dcpart-
ment of Extcrnal Affairs. He was first appointed to the Public
Scrvice Board's staff in 1947 and rcccived his prescnt appoint-
ment as Assistant Commissioncr in 1953. He holds the qualifi-
cations of Bachclor of Arts and Bachclor of Commerce,

Dr. W.A., Westerman, 0.B.E., has bcen appointed to
succced Sir John Crawford, C.B.E., as Sccrctary, Dcpartment of
Tradc, when Sir John rclinquishes his prescent appointment to
take an appointment with the Australian National University.
Dr, Wosterman joined the Trade Commissioner Scrvice in 1946 and
scrved as Assistant Tradce Commissioner, New York, until his
appointncnt to thce Public Scrvice in 1950. He received promo-~
tion to First Assistant Sccrctary, Department of Commerce and
Agriculturc, in 1954, and Decputy éocrotary, Decpartment of
Tradc, in 1956. Hc is now Chairman of the Tariff Board.

The Government has appointed Mr, G.A. Rattigan to
succeed Mr., F.A. Mccre, C.B.E., as Comptrollcr-General of Cus-
tons when Mr. Mccere ro%iros in July, 1960, :

Mr. Rattigan, at prcscnt First Assistant Sccrectary of
the Departuent of Trade, was Assistant Comptrollcr-General of
Customs when the Department of Trade was forned in 1955, He is
48 ycars of age and was first appointcd to the Public Scrvice
in 1925. He transferrced to the Customs Departrent in 1934 and
was on war scrvice during 1942/19%4k4,

In announcing thcsc appointrnients the Prime Minister
paid his own tributc and that of thc Government to the dis-
tinguished public scrvice given by Sir John Crawford, Mr, Mcere
and Mr. Sutcliffc over a long period., Each of them had played
a significant part in thc post-war decveclopment of the Public
Scrvice and had contributcd to the high standing in which the
Public Scrvicce is held throughout Australia and overscas.

Canberra,
26th November, 1959,




