ST 1% INT BY TH" PRINE MINISTILR.

Perliesmentory salaries and allowances.

The Government has decided to set up an independent
Committee of Inguiry to report on the salaries and allowances paid
to Senators and Members of the Commonwealth Parliament and also to
report generally on related natters,
It will be recalled that both the Committees which have
previously examined anu reported on these matters - the first in
; 1951/52 under the Chairnanship of the late Mr. Justice Nicholas and
that of 1955 cheited by Sir Frank Richardson - recommended a review of
suitable intervals. The 1955 Committee stated in its report that
“a periodic review of Parliamentory salaries is necessary irrespecti
of the way in which changes are made and in fact whether any
'changes are made." In the course of the last Parliament, my
' colleague the Tressvrer, The Rt, Hon. Herol:l Holt, in his capacity
as Leader oif the House intinated to Memoers that = review of these
.matters should be made early in the life of each new Parliament and
subject only to 7uite abnorma. cirzumstances the. con¢itions then
determined siaculd ap:il:;- anchanged throughovt the life of that
Parliament, Thas is “he ~lew of the Government, It hes discussed
the arrangements now proposed with the Leader of the Opposition, the
Rt. Hon, Dr. H.V, Evatt, and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
the Hon. A.A. Calwell,

Szlzries :nd conditions of Senators and Members were last
reviewed in 1955, 4&nd the last review of the ewoluments of lMinisters
and office vearers o:i the Pcorliament was made in 1952,

. The terms of reference of the Cormitteec will be --
(1) To encuire into and report upon thc salaries and
allovances p-yvable to Senators and Members of the
House of Representatives, including those paid to
Ministers and lembers who are office bearers of the
Parliament,

alter such salaries ona allowance or any of them,
then to recoimend the nature and extent of the

] (2) If it be reported that it is necessary or desirable to
alterations thet should be made.
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(3)  Generelly, %o enquire into and report upon the
conditions which apply to the service of Mcmbers of
Parliament and Ministers, and any other rclated matters
which may came to the notice of the Coumittee in the
course of its enquirles anc which it mey consider
ghould be reported on,

The menbers of thc Committee will be -=

SIR FRANK RICH:RDSON, who was a mciuber of the 1951/52 Comnittee
as weil as Chairman of the 1955 Committee cnd who has been
requested by the Government to be Chairman of the present Comnet: .

Y2, G.E., PITZGDRALD, BA., B,Com., FASA, FAC(Aust), FCIS., who was a
nember of the 1955 Commnittee, and
‘ "R. N.L, COW/PLR, CBI, BA, LL.B., have also been asked to be members,
All three have indicated their willingness to serve,

o Sir Fran Richardson is well-known a§ a leading
Melbowrne busincssiman and has served Australia most capably in a
number of honorary cepacities. ¥r, Fitzgerald is a highly
qualified and »rominent Melbourne accomtant, and ¥r, Cowper, a
orominent Sydney solicitor, is on the Executive of the Australian
Institute of Political Science and has made a specdial study for mal.y
years of political and constitutionel matters.

| It is cxpected that the Committee will hold its first
meeting shortly.

M, K,H, HERDE of the Prime Minister's Department will

‘ be Seecretary of the Comnittee;

CALNBERRA.
17th Janvary, 1959




