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energys and the fitting of the Government machine to cope more

effecitvely with the great economic and internaticnal problems
with which 7z must urgently cuncern curselves.

PROFE3SOR GILBERT MURRAY . 0. M.

3n January 18, the Prime Minister anncunced that the
Cormonwealsa Government, on the edvice of the Historic Memorials
Committee; nad recently purchased in Londoen a portrait of
Professor Zilbert Murray, O.M.,; painted in 1954 by his grandscng
tire Lawrenze Toynbee.

The portrait has now errived in Canberra from Loendon.

There are apperently very few portraits cof the great
scholar irn sxXistence and the Government considered that the
National Ccllection of srt Treasures should include this portrait
viith theose of cother australians distinguished in the fields of
arty literzsure and science.

WATERFRONT STRIKE =

On January 23, the Prime Minister said:

"Cebinet has t cday cmsidered the waterfront strike which
began last nighte It has had before it a careful and documented
statement of the varicus negotisticns and steps which have recently
occurreds including the negotiation between the parties and the
proceedings before the Arbitration Court. The urgent fact is that
a strike is on and that, with certain exceptions, it has brought
about a cessation of work on the waterfront at a time when the
vital interests of sustralia can be and are most vitally affected

"As a Gevernmenty, we are mnect the judges of the merits.
We heve zt all times strongly meintained cur belief that net cnly
in the interests of the parties but in theose of the public at
large, vhich are of paramount importance, wages and industrial
coenditions where the parties do not cgree shcould be dealt with
by the industrial tribunals,

"In this particular matter, waterside weorkers claim that
their pey should be increased; shipowners claim that there are
restrictive practices on the waterfront which sheould be gbeolished
if the costs of transportation (sc important an element in costs
gencrally) are to be kept at a level which will encble trade to
gc on, ensure to the public the lowest possible level of transport
costy, and facilitate the prompt and prefitable conduct of export
trede fer Australia as a whele.

"It will be quite clear tc hundreds cof thousands of
employees in other industries that a disastrous waterfront strike
will affect their employment. Indeedy if it goes on for even a
few weeks it will inevitably produce mass unemployment in other
industries, It is, therefore, my duty tc peint cut to the public
generally and tc those concerned in the dispute in particular
three things: -

1. Wheotever may be the final determination, the shipowners
hove in faet made an offer of o wage increase and have asked
for the elimination of restrictive and, therefore, wosteful
orzctices:
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‘on behalf of the Government, pecint out something which may easily i§

-disastrous for our balance of trade and for our cverseas reserves.;g

Australia unaffected.
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2. The fact that these przactices lend themselves to -
impartial adjudication is cenclusively sstablished by . the
fact that they are net cemmen to =11 ports; some at least
of them do nct exist in scme ports but are practised in
others,

3e  The statement made by lir. Justice Ashburner on Saturday
shews that the shipowners were prepared tco submit the
matters in issue tc arbitration but that this offer was
rejected by the Federaticn.
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"If this dispute is to continue its character as a
c:nflict between erbitration and direct action, the Government
w111l quite plainly find itself involved in the s truggle and will
rs3uire to t ake whatever steps are within its power to uphold
t22 principle of arbitration. :

"But before any final consideration can We given to the: i;
conduet of such a struggle, it is, I think, proper that I should, §

be overlecoked under the present circumstances. The strike on ]
trhe waterfront will have evil consequences for the austrzlian -
economy and therefore for all the people of sustralia, employers :§
or employed. If it is prolenged, those consequences can be i

"Such a prolenged strike, particularly at a t ime like
this when we are in the flush export seasony can stop wool salesy
can haye a depressing effect upon future wool prices; can
grievously injure cur farm product exports and internal trade;
it can inflict great damage on the sugar industry, be ruinous
for the fruit industry in a State like Tasmaniay, can e xpose us
to great risks of a loss of markets for wheat, can, by impeairing
steel supplies, strike a deadly blow et the building and
constructien industriés,; including light engireering and mector
bedy building, It can by transferring interstate traffic from
ships to rail and road impese intolerable burdens upen these
meens of internal traffic, I deo not need to add to these
examples. The truth is thet there will be few industries in
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"It will be clear tc cll australians that in a strike j
of this magnitude, the censequences and destructive power are :
out of preoportien te any gains that can pessibly accrue to
waterside werkers when the strike ends es it inevitably will.
The damage tc the ~ustralian necple will be many, many times
greater than any benefit which waterside workers mey fondly
imagine they will secure by their denial of arbitration.
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"As the leeder of a democratic governmeni, I do nect feel,
nor de my cclleagues, that punitive action should have first
priority. On the contrary, believing es we do in the good sense
end respoensibility eof the isustralisns directly or indirectly
concerned in this disputey; we believe and expect that a simple
statement of the material facts will restore sanity of judgment,
leed teo the termination of this utterly useless dispute and bring ;
everypbody back te the trcditienal and sensible australian view thaQ
where there are differences of opinion upen industrial matters, i
en independent judgment shculd be applied to them with all speed i
and the results of that judgment respected and cbeyed,
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"There are many things that cculd be said and that
can bs dcne. But I do not propose to say er do anything at
this stage which will impede the settlement of this matter or
prevent the characteristic good scnse of the sustralian people
from having its prompt ond inevitable effecte. Whatever the
individual desires of any man or group may be, the interests cof
Australia must be paramount.”

SRS CRTE T S K4

n s A .

ke wrin e b 2 gt by

000:--0/5

VA —_—

et e e




