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PM: | have had a meeting today with my collesgues who are with me who.are the parties
to the Cape York Land Use Agreemert and | must say, | have beért tremendously
impressed with the attitudes which have been expressed in the meeting. The
declarations of good will which peaple have had and, | think, the recognition that to try
to give people the benefts of the Cape and the quiet enjoyment of life free of
perpetual ltigation, free of arguments about land use, free of corflicling pressures
over its heritage values, but rather to come together and see this as a way in which
all the parties can secure something greater for themselves and the country is the
way 1o proceed. :

it is the very: essence of an act of regional recongiliation and the whole process of
recondiliation which, | think, has been mightily advanced by Mabo and the Native Title
Act. In a sense by empawering Aboriginal people and giving them legal nghts over
lands for which they have traditionsl association has meant that this has started to
move the log jam in some of these regions so that we can perhaps approach them
now on a regional basis.

You might know that under the Native Titte Act there is a provision there for regional
agreements. What we have here is not a regional agreement as under the Native
Title Act, but a movemert a long way towards one with the land use agreement within
which the interests of the pastoratists represented here by the Catfiemen's' Union, the
Aboriginal peopie by the Cape York Land Council and the ATSIC Regional Council
and also by, of course, the conservation foundation and The Wildemess Society in

" terms of the world heritage values. it offers us a very upiifting opportunity to actually’
see the Cape being developed on a sustainable basis, operated on a sustainable
basis where the heritage values are protected and whare we have a secure pastoral
industry. but one which itself operates m a way which is harmonious with the
aspirations of Aboriginal people on the Cape.

This is the very essence of what the Commonweatth Govemment has sought to do
with the reconciligtion process and with the Native Title Act and also with those other
policies such as Landcare - land use programs such as Landcare - and the Rural
Adjustment Schame which we have introduced as more general programs which will
also have application on the Cape. Looking at property planning, whole of farm
management, sustainable agriculture and then later if we are to head towards a fudl
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regional agreement where we would, at that point, need to involve the State of
Queensiand we can look then at the proper resourting of the area in terms of
sewerage, environmental health issues, roads, housing, et cetera.

For the moment, | think this is  you like, a coliation of very significant concessions
which have been made to accommodate each of the parties aspirations and | am
very happy to support the agreement and we will gupport the agreement on the basis
of an assessment of the World Heritage values and establish a fund of $40 million
over four years which, of course, we have provided funding for in the Labor Party's
funding arrangements for the ensuing Parliament. But, it will be $40 million in @ fund
for over four years for the non-compulsofy acquistion of high conservation value
pastoral holdings and also using part of the fund to support sustainable management.

There is no one authority that can speak for this region. There is no one group and it
we are to reaiise its great heritage potential and undertine its sustainabiity, at the
same time provide for the more adequate enjoyment and use of the land by
Aboriginal pecpie then this, I'm sure, is the way to go and | would like to take the
opportunity of very sincerely congratulating the parties on this vety great intiative. It
iz an .absolute modet of reconciligtion of differences and advancement of a common
interest and | hope it can be a model to be used further in Australia and hopefully, at
some point, move down the road of a full regional agreement under the Native Titte

. Act | :

Perhaps | could ‘also say with the tourism assets in this region that are also so
manifest and with the World Heritage area - the Daintree - that which the Govermment
has already undertaken in funding the Daintree and Worid Heritage area back in the
19803 and now committing another, with the State of Queensland, $22 mdlion to
buying back the properties in the hole-dinthe-heart. i really means from Moeman to
the top of Cape York we can conceive of an area where with sorme recognition of
everyone's interests, support for the hesdtage values, understanding the importance
of sustainabiity and some finandel support from the Commonweaith through this and
with more generatly its other Landcare programs we can conceive an area which very
few countries would ever have the opportunity of ever being abte to consier for the
national heritage of thelr country as we can this for Australa.

| am very happy to finish my remarks there. | am not sure whether my collesgues
would ke to add to them, if they do they are welcome, otherwise | am happy &s | am
sure thay are, to take questons. .

Mr Keating, do you think that this process impilicitly recognises that resolution of
Nagtive Title issues through the tribunal process is flawed, that it isn't working?

No, no, not at all. it is just that even when they are working they are going to take

‘ime and even if they take time there iz going to be a legal procass which is not

necessarily going to suit all of the parties. Whereas what is being offered here is a
process which is one where ail of the parfies interests are being met and this is the
best way to advance it. That is why in the Native Title Act we did conceive of the
nation of regional agreements. This is a regional land use agreement, but part of that
land use agreement will go to resolution of some of the native tite issves which will
more adequately and expeditiously resolve some of the outstanding issues of which,
of course, on the Cape there are many.
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Do you think there is a better way forward than retying on the native titte ...

No, # is just a case of both because in some places such agreements will not be
entered. | mean, such good-wil will nct be shown where it can't be conceived that
interests can be met and they will be rescived by the procass of the Native Title Act.
Part of the affrmation, the darity and strength of the Native Titte Act is to let people
know that Abonginal people do have rights and they are going to need to be
accommodated and to bring people to this san of a process,

How do you expedt the State Government to react to this and how important is their
agreemert to it?

| don't know. | don't know what a Borbidge govemment's attitude would be to this. |
think we will consult with them over the agreement and plans for World Herfftage
sssessment and nomination, we wifl do that. ! would fike to think that ke the Goss
govemment they will recognise the considerable regonal benefits for people here on
the Cape. In the end, it is not simply about the heritage values, but rather about the
communites on the Cape and that is important to us and | should imagins it would be
important to the Borbidge government too. But, in the end, in respect of these issues
the ultimate determinants of the issues here are the parties because we are not
seeking from the Borbidge government a full rag;onal agreement. Not at this point

anyway.

Mr Howard has announced this moming that not only will he commit up to $40 miltion
to protecting the high conservation areas of the Cape, but he will also engage in
discussion with Bob Borbidge and the Federal and Queensiand Coaftions to work
together, to dest implemert the protection of these regions. ‘Has he stolen your
thunder and would he be better equipped to gain agreement from a Queensiand
Caslition government ...

He doesnt befieve in these issues, you know that. He has discovered the
environment about two weeks ago. | mean, the Native Tite Act, his party said was 8
‘'day of shame' when we passed it. it is the strength of the Native Title Act and also
our interest in the Worlkd Heritage areas from the -1980s onwards and our continuing
interest in the Cape, | think, which provides a basjs to fund an agreement of this kind.
it is not just money # is commitment. Mr Howard has neither the money nor the
commitment because he has said, apparently, that any funding of Cape York would
be dependent on the sale of Telstrm and he knows that is not going to happen. it is
not going to proceed. He will not get the sale of Telecom through the Senste.

" Therefore he has no funding for it and as Mr Beazley made dear last week, he has a

$3 dillion deficiency in the funding he has already provided. So, he can sfford to do
none of the thmgs he is s3gying he will do.

~Mr Keating, would you not proceed with Worid Heritage nomination without the

agreement of the State government?

| would fiestly, rather than jump at that, baulk at that particular proposition, pay the
State govemment the courtesy, as | would any State government, of seeking to
interest them in these values, If we are tatking et"out an area which has the potential
of a World Heritage listing we are talking about something very unique and you have
got to be a very strange govemnment not to be interested in something like that. |
acznme that thov wniild be
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.. unnecessary precondition though for proceeding?

! would cenainlx; before | did anything else, have a verv real and meaningful
discusaion with the Borbidge govemment about it.*

Does this agreement need to have legislative backing either at the State or Federal
levei and what are the implications on both fronts?

it would need, obviously, an appropriation from the Commonweatth and it would be
for these Would Heritage and management purposes hare on the Cape. We would
make that clear because of its unique character and because what the parties have
done here is, | think, unique. We would propose to bath houses of Pariament an
appropriation to fund the agreement because the agreement is something in the
Commanwesith's interest, in the nation's interest and worthy of that funding.

What agency, Mr Keating, do you imagine managing the $40 milion fund and
carying out the environmental assassment?
That is something we woukd need to think about. As you know we aiready have a
Wordd Heritage Administration here - Weat Tropics Administration - wa are speaking
here not of Wet Tropics, but we are speaking of something similar. So, we would
need to think about that, whether it is under the Department of the Enviconment or to
what extent we engage the Depantment of Primary Industries and Energy because of
a very large component of this Is the sustainability of pastoral practices and the
pastoral industry, the development and growth of the pastoral industry on the Cape.

You were saying that there would be non compulsory acquisition, but if there was an
area of particularly high conservsation value, patentialy World Hertage value, do you
think there is a case for compulsory acquisition? -

i depends on whether they have been managed: sustaingbly. No one s going to cut
the tand off, excise it off and float it out to sea. It'is going to be there and It is just a
matter of whether it is being managed sustainadbly, Therefore, | just donl think the
notion of cormpulsion is appropriate here. 1t is a huge araa of Austrafia and it can only
really be preserved if all the parties sre interested in &, There is no govemment
authority, no one authority can do this, t has got to be done by the people who live
there.

-- Mr Downey, does the comments made by the Prime Minister today, bring the ACF

firmly back in behind the Labor Party, parbcularly in light of the commitments of Mr
Howard also seems to have made ..

" That might be a point for me to make a couple of introductery comments if you don't

mind and I'll get to that question. About 10 minutes ago, | don't know whether people
are aware, but today & actually the highest tide in North Queensland and it occurred
at 10:30am and { think there are parallels we can draw and say that the tide has also
tumed for one of Australia’s natursl and cuRural arsas and that is Cape York

Peninsuta.

in an age, 8s | have said before, when so many of this country’s wikd places have
hoon lnet and aidfforord imdar tha dectnirtnn that bhac anmo  wih  weatem
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industriabsation.and in an age where 70 per cant of the country 18 in some form of
degradation and in an age where those great wild places that haven't been protected
in the last decade and are not protected in the next decade will almost certainly be
lost, Australians have stood up and said they want their icon areas protected. Over
the last decade we have had the big ones - Kakadu, the Wet Tropics and the
Daintree, Fraser Island, the westemn forests of Tasmania - and let's make no mistake
about it, Cape York Peniasula is also one of those big ones that ranks up there with

those.

Whaether it is because Cape York Peninsula contains one fith of Australia's rain forest
including the largest low land tropical rasin forest left in the country, whether it is
because it contains and significant vast amounts of old growth forest, tropical
savanna woodland that is probably the largest outside of Africa in the world, whether
it is because it comains the largest and richest and most diverse wetlands and
mangrove communities in this county, 60 per cent of Australia's butterfiies, 80 per
cant of our orchard species, one pastoral lease on Cape York Peninsula contains a
quarter of all Austrafian frogs, all those natural values cumulatively can only draw one
condusion. That Cape York is, in fact, one of our great icon natural areas.

For that reason, today's announcement is a momentous occasion. It does rank up
there with the big ones, the Kakadu the Wet Tropics and the Daintree and the Fraser

island.

| guess what | would fike to say in condlusion and this draws me {o your question, I'd
fke to put out a csll as the Executive Director of the Austrafian Conservation
Foundation to all people in the conservation movement, to other groups and
environmertally. conscious voters out there in the community to get behind what will
be one of Austraka's greatest conservation achievements and that is the protection of
the nature and culture of Cape York Peninsula.

At the moment, at least on one side of palitics, | have seen the words, from the Prime
Minister as to what the ALP is prepared to commit itself to. | haven seen the
Coalition's words, but what | would say is that there is one issue that is not a small
matter, and that is if you can't sell Telstra to raise the dough to pay for what you say
you are going to do, then there is no way in my investigations over the last week and
a half and discussions with the Democrats, the Austraian Greens and the Westem
Australian Greens, that Teistra is going to be sold in the next term of the Parfianrent.
it is just not going to happen. This has to call into question the abifity of the Coalition
to fund not only the $1.1 bilion, by our calculations there s $393 million, that won't

- happen when Telstra isn't sold that it also means that the funding, | think, at this point

unless there is a dramatic tum in the next week and a half of the protection of one of
Australia's grest natural and cultural areas won't happen aither.

. So, in conduding and | hope that has answered your quastion. in conclusion | would

like to say again that | am putting a cali out to all environmentally conscious people in
the community and the conservation movement to get right behind what will be one of
Australia's greatest conservation achievements

Mr Downey, when Mr Howard announced his policy a couple of weeks ago in the
Dandenong you were standing in front of a microphone saying that the Coalition
policy was fantastic and that it puts both parties on equal footing. If in fact Mr Howard
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has offered & simitar amount of money for a Cape York agreement, where are you
placed now? :

On the day that Mr Howard announced his policy | said three things. | can't help it If
people just want to report one of the three, but the three were that there was some
excellence in the content of the policy, there was significant uncertainly as to whether
it could ever be delivered because of the dink with Telstra and there was
disappointment. . The disappointment being the” abandonment of the Three Mines
Uranium policy which will almost certainty mean a big hole in the middte of Kakady
Naticnal Park.

Now, those three things were made very ciear on the day. The next day we wrote to
Mr Howard expressing our sefious concem about the fink with Telstra and the
uncertainty that that meant for the funding of his environment package, he hasn't
withdrawn that. As | say, if there is no change in the next two weeks then our view is
that his environment package can't be defivered. -

So therefore, you are stil holding out to the last minute to decide where your
dlegtancewmﬁe?

What | will say ts that first of all, | don't get a vota 38 to the position of the ACF in the
election, that is up to my 37 elected coundillors. They will be holding a baliet on
Wednesday and we will make an announcement as to our position in the election on
Thursday. At the moment | can say without pre-empting that announcement that as
we stand here there is at least three major differences between the major perties as
we go into this assessment process that we will complete in the next three days.
They are certainty for the protection of one of Australia's great natural and cultural
areas ie Cape York Peninsula, the issue of the  abandonment of the Three Mines
Uranium Policy which was confirmed yesterday with the Coalition's release of their
Energy and Resources Policy and if you believe ERA Ltd that means a big hote in the
middie of Kakadu National Park and the undeliverability of the Coaliton's environment
package while it stays linked to Telstra. Unless there is a change In the next week,
that is the basis upon which we will be proceeding up to our announcement on

Thursday.

Mr Downey, is Cape Yok in your view the dé'ﬁning envimnmental issue of this
election campaign?

| would have to say that the field has been narrowed down 8 fair bit. Look, | really

- think that we made it dear 12 months ago that Cape York Peninsula was going to be

a prority of ours in the lead up to the election. On behsif of the Australian
Conservation Foundation it has been a campaign that has at least been running for
20 years and moved through mining at Shellboume Bay to the proposed space
station in the late 1980s with The Wildemass Sodiety, Starcke and Silver Plains etc,
the land use strategy. It has been a long campaign. And for that reason, and
coupled with its significant hertage values, #t is definttely a priority.

As the freld has got harrowed down and as we have got into the ejection, | think, from
the ACF's perspective it has emerged as the major priodty. But, let's not forget a big
hole in the middie of Kakadu National Park is also a priofity and whether or not
$983 millron of a Party’s poiicies can actually be delivered is a major issue as well.
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You seemed to be saying before that you think Labor is better equipped to deliver on
Cape York, than the Liberal Party or the Coalition.

Wefl, you see, the Coalition has got three problems, untit they unhook from Teistra
they can’t fund & - that is number one. Number two, they have got to get it past the
Queensiand National Party Federal Senators and Members they have got to get it
past Mr Borbidge who is on the record as saying That World Heritage is nothing but a
disguise for a black land grab’, when refeming to Aboriginal people. And, thirdly,
Mr Howard has got to hold some pretty, | would suggest, meaningful discussions with
the mining industry to be able o fund the heritage protection in Cape York Peninsuls.

For those three or four reasons, not the least of which is the funding issue, | think the

ALP ig in front in terms of being able to deliver what will be a great consarvation
outcome.

You almost seem to be advocating now a vote for Labor, don't you?

Well | am not advocating a vote for Labor, | am drawing attention to the differences
between the major parties. As | say, our announcemaent as o the election will be
made on Thursday, | don't get a vote, there are 37 other peopte who do. But | know
welghing heavily in their minds, from discussions over the tast coupte of days, the
three things | have mentioned - Telstra, uranium, and Cape York - are weighing
heavily in their thinking.

The Prime Minister was just saying that it is a big step forward. How far are we? Are
we soit of half way there, a quarter of the way there? s it achieving what sort of
goals you would eventually ke to achieve? Itis a long procass. Obviously, these
talks started n 1994 ...

Well the argy bargy over Cape York, really, in terms of land use decision making, has
probably been going on for 20 years. To implement the agreement, | mean, there are
@ number of steps that have to be done - the funding is over four years. 1 think that is
a reasonable amount of ime to progress the agreement, #t is a reasonable amount of
time to get the pastoral industry security on a sustsinable basis, to get the World
Heritage assessments done, to get the nomipation in access agreements for
Aboriginal people sorted out. You know, we do have some time to go.

This is a significant agreement and | am certainly, from the ACF's perspective nat
going fo suggest we rush the whole thing and get it over and done with in sx months.
But, you know, we can spend a bit of time.,

What is the rough timetable? Are you looking at, say, by 2000 and have the issues of
Cape York resoived?

Look, | think, in the next term of the Pariament would be a fair timeframe, over the
next three years. | mean we are going to continue our discussions with Aboriginal
traditional owners and the Catllemen's Union. World Heritage assessments are not
small matters in themselves sgain. | mean the World Heritage Bureau knocks back
more fistings than what it accepts at the moment .and it has got to be done property
and it has to be rigorous and that takes a bit of time.

do17
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| don't know if it is possible, but can the Prime Minister raspond to that as well? Does
he expect it to be done in the term of the next Parliament?

The World Heritage (isting, do you mean?
To have the issues finalised - yes, the nomination?

Oh, | think, that is a reasonable aspiration. "As Jim said, this is a matter which has
drawn certain people's attention now over a couple of decades and there has been
some substantial progress aiready been made. The cther thing is, | think, land care
and sustainable land use has become, you know, so broadly accepted now flowing
from the Landcare program and the interests of people in agriculture in Austrafia that
we are not dealing with the same sort of issues, | think, we were dealing with half a
dozen yesars ago.

In other words, | think, peopie now believe sustainabilty ls important, it is an objective
in itself, and #f it Is sustainable then proper land use management means that any
heritage task becomes that much more achevable. And if you have got agreemant
to do this - you know, not just agreement, nat just some resigned agreement, but an
actual willingness to do this and to be party to an arangement like this - | think, then it
makes a very great difference about how quickly you can actually get these
structures into place.

Can | ask Noe! Peargon a question? This agreemaent involved a lot of trust building
between afl the parties. Do you think the approach taken here is applicable in, say,
WA and the NT where some of the disputes between parties have perhaps been
even more bitter there than they have been here?

Yes. | want to say that | have got a great deat of optimism about this agreement and
about the direction, | think, we are leading the country in. When we passed the
Native Trle Act in late 1993, following the High Coust's dedsion on Mabo, | thought
this is a really big:opportunity we have in Cape York if we work hard. We have a big
opportunity, we have an apparatus in ptace that provides for claims to the National
Native Trtle Tribunal and for a process of regional agreement if we can get the major
players to come to common positons.

So we had this apparatus put in piace in late 1993 that provided so much promise, so
much opportunity, so much cause for optimism. But | have got to say we are not
going to capitalise on those opportunities and possibilittes until the partes on the
ground - State Govemments, regional Govemments, Local Governments, industry
organisations, lobby groups, and Aboriginal people - are prepared to put the work, put
the elbows the wheel, to make these opportunities materialise.

‘And the Prime Minister said to me some time ago.'.that you know you sre going to get

agreement with these people if you frofit them, and you talk to them, and you come to
compromises with them because that is the framework of the legisiation that has
been put in place. P

So | gave that route g try because we had a litigation grinding on in the courts with the
Wick action and | gave the option of getting agreement with the Cattlemen's Union

and the conservation groups, | gave that option a try, and | fronted at Musgrave - a
email [Atle Ait-ctatinn in the middie of Cane Ynrk Peainsila in the midist of aoft the
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turmoil after the Queensiand Govemment's ‘announcememnt of the East Cosgst
consarvation zone, a great deal of anxiety, confusion, anger frustration, and on the
Pant of pastoraitsts and Abonginai peopie. And | fiew into Musgrave and i remember
the charter flying around and there was one hundred Toyotas parked out the front.
And | was about the only Aboriginal person in that gathering.

And by the end of that meeting we had an unequivocal resolution from the
Cattlearen’s Union that we were going to settle these things by negotiaton. We were
going to settle those things by negotiation founded on the principles that the
Cattiemen’s Union had get out a year earfier. Those principles were about mutual
security, mutual beneft and mutual guarantee of fifestyle and culture.

And we gat Rick Farley involved, and we worked over a two to three month period to
put together the Heads of Agreement that we are now all committed to.

| have got to say. it takas a great deal of work, i takes a great deai of goodwill and |
am just very pieased that the kind of promise and faith and optimism | had about the
Mabo dedsion and about the enactment of the Native Title Legislation, has yelded
fruit - poaitive fruit - in Far North Queensiand. And it is fruit that we, as organisations,
on the ground are determined to hoid, notwithstanding afl of the political vagarnies.

| have got to say that It is the route of egreement, rather than litigation is just one of
the two routes available under the Native Title apparatus. We now need to go
through the next step of formalising agreements between laase holders and
traditional owners for access arrangements and for the settiement of these issues

refating to Native Title.

Two weeks ago, there was a High Court Dedision in rspect of the Waanyi peoples in
the Gu¥ of Carpentaria where the High Court was asked by the Aboriginal claimants
and by the vanous parties to the liigation, asked'to determine the question of pastoral
leases and Native Title. And the High Court's view was that we have an apperstus in
the Native Title Act that provides for mediation and negotiation. An apparatus that
doesnt arbitranly extinguish Native Title, it leaves that question for the courts to
determine. But it provide a process of mediation and negotiation to sefe these
isgues.

So, basically, the leadership of the High Court has been to ... you have an
apparatus, you have a procsss, go and work out those things through compromise
because If you are going toc come through litigation to the High Count, there will be
losers. If you are going to come through fitigation in the High Coun, there will be
losers.

So there was a seven-nil judgment in favour of the negotiation and compromise route

“and | befleve that we havea identified in this Heads of Agreement, a compromise that

will work best on the ground in Cape York Peninsula, that provides security foc John
Purcells mob, for my mob and also secures the national imerest in conservation

heritage.

So. 1 think, that | suppose - not having participated In the debate down south and
over the past two years, | have been buried up here trying to work on this agreement
- am a bit dismayed about the cynicism that seems to pervade the courntry, abowut the
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real possibiities that lie within our grasp, the real potentats and possibiities that le
within our grasp.

And | have got to say that those possibities wonr't materialise unless. the pathes.ae
prepared to butt heads and come to compromises and, | think, the Capc York
agreerment - coming around a tofturous route to answer your question - | think this
agreement can be a model for other areas in the country. But one of the great
impediments to reaching the stage where we have reached, is the pofitical reludance
of regional Governments.

| mean had we had intervention at the State Government level, we would never have
reached the stage we have reached now. We have come fo this point because for
commercial, social, cultural reasons, just the relationship with people who live in
Cowsn, black and white peop&e who have to live with eech ather in Cooktown. Those
are the imperatives that have led to us coming to this compromise and if we had
listened to the machinations and advice of people fiving in Bnsbane, then | don't think
we would have reached this stage.

And, | think, that t does invoive leadership, it does invoive leadership from the
Aboriginal communtty, from the pastoral industry community, and importantly, | think,
from the conservation movement. We have taught the conservationists something
about coming to compromise because we are not going to secure a comprehensive
conservaton and susisinable development regme for the Peninsula untl we
understand, in the rest of Australia, that these things need to be done in cooperation
with the land owners and the peogie who kve in the regon.

So | am extremely pleased to see that the country and | could never have imagined
this could have been the case two or three years ago, and | am very pteased that
here in Far North Queensiand - notwithstanding anything that might happen outside
of the region - that we have reached this state.of affairs with the Cattlemen's Union,
The Widemess Society and the Austraiian Conservation Foundation.

| think that issues in the Kimberteys in Western Austrafia, etsewhere in Queensiand,
that we provide at an exampie of the way to settie these land use questions.

| suppose the issue that | am most concemed about in terms of the implementation of
this agreement, relate to two questions. One is, what will happen with mining in a few
key regions in Cape York Peninsula. They are realy key questions of great concemn
to the Abongmal community.

Mining at Sheuboume Bay, in particular, is an issue of great concem. We would be
concemed that all poltical partes commit themsehms to rufing out mining on
Shefiboume Bay.

" Secondly, the other question we are very concequ about is the arbitrary wholesale

extinguishment of Native Title in pastoral leases. We befieve that the question of
Native Title in pastoral leases can and should be addressed as the High Court saad it
could be through the apparatus of the Native Title Act, through mediation and
negotiaton.

| am extremely concemed by comments from Richard Court that there is a Coatition
ronmitrrmnt i wholecala ovtinridchment of Native TiHa in nactaml losesae | am alen
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concemed about Mr Fischers recent statements that seem to confirm the exstence
of this hidden agenda.

| can tell you that the Cattlemen showed the fakth in Cape York Peningula that we can
settle this question of Native Title thraugh negotigtion and we accepted that good
faith. And it was an agreement that came to pass notwithstanding the legal changes
and the pofitical changes. Like one weak, we had a negative decision from Justice
Drummond - this was about three weeks ago. - Justice Drummond said, “There is no
Native Title in pastoral leases’. And | thought, oh, shit. John Purcell is going to walk
away from this agreement now. He has got whst he wants, he is gone. But, no, he
said, "We are sticking by the terms of this agreement'.

The next week, the High Court ruled that the whole question is still alive. The whole
question of Native Title and pastoral leases was still alive. So | immediately wiote to
John and said, listen. we are sticking to the terms of this agreement, there is no kind
of grabbing ours and running. And | have got fo say that | want to publicly commit
myself to sticking by the terms of this agreement, notwithstanding the legal and
politicat changes that might happen. Thank you.

| am just wondering ¥ } could ask you Mr Purcell how does this compare with the
regional proposal of the Goss Govemment that involved 11 properties? s this a
wider thing now, are there more properties involved and will this make the task more
complicated, can you get their agreement?

Yes, just to answer your question. Obviously, the East Coast wildemess as proposed
by Premier Goss prior to the election on 15 July, is something that we couldn't come
to agreement amongst the parties, t was set aside. Butwe have been able to
resolve to our satisfaction the situation as far as the peopie we represem and the
Department of the Environment, Hefitage, and Lands. But what the attitude of the
incoming Govemment is on that zone | don't know.

But | guess in common with others, | would fike to address the brogder question
about this agreement. The first thing | would say is we are not about party polttics, we
are not about saying this side is better than the other side - we are about an outcome
for the people within the Cape York Peninsula area,

And as Noel Pearson has said, we have achieved - by the signing of this Heads of
Agreement - a situation that spefls out the principles of the pastoralists, of the
Aboriginal communities, and of the environmentalists, that is above poltics and is
sbove the decision of the High Count, the Federal Court, or any other court of appesl.

The cattie industry in Cape York Peninsula is currently in a state of dediine. The
signing of this agreement, in my view, brings @ much brighter future for the cattle
industry. Wnhat we have got to recognise in this country is that we hsve got to
generate export income and we have got fo pay our bills intemationally and,
therefore, we have got to have export eaming capacity.

Cape Yotk Peninsula with its close proximity o South East Asia offers that to the
cattle industry and if we can exercise live cattie trade through the port at Weipa, that
is cartainly one way to go, and that is suppiemented by the increase in consumption
of manufactured and processed beef out of this country.,
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The other thing | wouid fike to say, probably the most contentious issue that we have
had to face in this whole debate, is the question of World Heritage. World Hertage, in
my view, has a piace but the statements that have been made imesponsibty by some
people that the whole of the Cape was going to be locked up and put under World
Heritage is just so‘much rot.

The process of achieving registration of World Herilage, has to go through a torturous
program. - There are sreas of significant conservation values in the Cape, we
recognise that, and they should be protected. | think you have also got to realse that
thers is a very firm commitment in the Heads of Agreement that outlines that Wond
Heritage itseff does not necessarily mean the exdusion of the livestock industry.
our notes accompanymg that Heads of Agreement, multipte land use is certainly speﬁ
out.

Now just in concdlusion, | think, that what this has done is brought together parties with
diverging views, we have done it in a vety short period of time, whereas the couds
haven't been able to decide it, whereas the poiticans - with ail due respect - have not
also been able to te & together. | think that what we have done is set in place a
principle that will have application in other areas: But the factors in other areas are
going to be very. dtﬂerem than that in Cape York.

The Heads of Agreemcm that we have come to in’ Cape York Peninsula, address the
various problems and challenges that we have got to face in the Cape and, | think.
that all of the signatones have said here today that we are all dearly going to stick
that agresment and the safeguards for afl of the parties are buitt in.

And | would just, again, like to put on record the fact that all of us entered these
discussions in good faith and with trust. In spite of mischief from outside sources that
tried to divide the signatories, we are rock solid on what we have signed and there is
a lot of mischref based on misunderstanding and | hope that we can get the message
out to people that thrs is not about locking up the Cape, it is not about locking out the
beef cattle mdustry. But, rather, it is something that we have put together for the weli-
being of the peopile in the Cape and that is our bottom line and we are happy to party
to the agreement..

Mr Purceil, would you agree with Mr Pearson that this could be a model for other
areas of Australa?

Yes, | do. But | woulkd again agree with Noel that particular drcumstances in the
Cape will probably differ to circumstances that exist in.the Gulf region of Queensland,
or in the Kimberleys. There are different players, there are different attitudes and
there are aiso different problems.

Mr Keating, can | just ask you a question on another subject? Mr Howard has today
made an enormous pitch for families with a $1 bilion tax bonus for famies. Can
Labor match thxs?

Well that is qmcal and unscrupulous because he is happy to piay a confidence trick
on Australian famiigs with promises he knows he can't possidly fund. He has no
hope of ever delivering and to be doing this at this point in his political career, in

desperation to try and win an election, says nothing ! think about the integrity of him
nr the | ihemi Partyv
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Soc is this a last minute ditch by him to grab the family vote?

Yes, well & is a very late policy speech apd it is vesy much a last minute ditch around
a cynical ploy that has no chance of, ever, coming to reality.

Can | just ask Mr Purcell another question? Does the Native Titte Act still need
amending then to desr up whst have been called anomalies, difficutties, with regard
to pastoral leases? B

My understanding is, and | am not into the poitics of course, but both the
Govemmment and the Oppasition have said that the Native Title does require some
amendments.
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