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Let ne say it is a pleasure to ba in the great city of
Dublin; & rare feeling, as ever, to be in Ireland from
vhence cameé my ovnh people, 80 many of my fellow
Australians and so much of my country: and an honour to
address the pail.

I wvanted to cone to Ireland ag Prime Minister of
Australia for the good raason of history.

While I anm here, I will be talxing to the Primo Minister
and other Minlsters snd businass pecple about trade,
particularly in relation to the GATT Round., I will be
putting a particular point of view. '

¥e arxe both now players in the intarnational economy and
insvitably we have overlapping economic intereste.

We will bBe talking about investmant in Augtralia,

I will ba talking about the European {ommunity andﬁaz%g -
thoifcrUl for economic co-operation {in the Asia~Pacif
region.

Necesgssarily, I want to talk about related social igsues,
particulariy unemploywmant which {¢ a problem afflicting
both our countr*ot/({:‘virtually all the developed
countries of the world.

I want ¢0 hear Irish viavs on thase matters and I want to
put my own.

But I am also here for the less tangibla but utterly
inescapable -and irresistible attraction of higtory.

Now, I have a feeling that tha peopla in thia chanber
night inwerdly groan evary time a politician of Irish
ancastry ¢omes through here and signals that he or she is
going to give them a history lecturs.

It would not surprise me if ﬁou ave thinking - here ve go
again, he {8 going to tel}]l us aboyt the Irish past, or
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our literarxy tradition. ¥He is Dound to Qquote Yeats at us:
or toll ue ahout 1708 again, or give us his viewe on our
character.

I would dearly lixe to gpare you thigs.

As a post=colonial country OoUrselves, some of us remanher
the presumptions of vigltors.

Yat the fact reamaing that Ireland is paesidly unique in
the World for the hold it has on tha consciocushess of
other countries.

I imowv vhan ny predocoesor, Bob Ravke, addressed this
Parliament saveral years ago he spoke ahout the tealing
he had wvhan he arrived at Shannen Airport = he eaid he
felt he had come houme.

And Bob Hawke is novhere near 4¢ Irish as I am. If Bod
felt at home, {t must he Y never left.

And wvhen Prasidont Rahinsan laat year made what has
becene A quita famous tour of Auvstralia, I found nyself
unconeeciously rapaating this thame at a luncheon in her
honour in Canberra.

Because Australians 4o feel uncannily at hume with the
Irish.

They 4o feel a §reat affinity which apparantly transcends
ancastral connections.

And thie seans to me to speak of the immenae power and
importence of history and mezory and language and
culture.

3 am net talking about gomae quaint showcasa of the past.
1 am not talking abnut museums, OF curioug glianees of
£adaed agwarian lifa, or even Caorgian arohitecture.

I eould losk st Casvgian arashitocture all day, mycelt.

But the attraction of Treland ia an elemental thing: {t
fuirtils a naed in us,

It 48 slRMOBt as if one can sar that if Ireland dia not
exiot, eountrise like Australis wauld have to invent {¢.

And perhaps we should.

I wmasan politicians or gavarvnments of all somplexions and
bureaucrats and bueiness ?ooplo, all thoga of us in a
porition to influence poliay, ahauld know wvhat it weane
$¢ ignora hiastory and heritage and language and culture.

Yot thero is slwaye a tendency in political thought
tovarde orthodoxy rather than thoss broad and less
readily defined oencarns.
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On the vay here via the United States and Britain 1 wvas

resding 8ean O0’raclain’v Mook 1ha Irish - beolleve (¢t or
not .

At one pOInt, writing about Wolf Tone, he says:

One feals that hig laughtsr and his humanity would
have blown all thege avay = (h@ Reans orthndoxy,
sactarianian, puritanism, sant) - would have derinead
political liberty not merely 1in tarms of aAnmfort but
of galety and tolerance and & great pity and a free
nind and a free heart and a full lite,

0’Panlain of coursa was talking about Ireland, which 1 Ade
not mzean to do.

I mean to talk &bout my own country,

Many vf the Irieh who played laeading parte in Tone’a
radallion of 1798 vere transported to Australia ~ among
them prominent leaders ¢f the rebellion like Michaol
Dwyar, Joseph Holt, James Meshan and Wichael Hayes.

T might add intar al{a that a concentrastlon of 1798
vetorans took up land to the south-wvast of Sydnay in auch
nunkoars aa ¢4 aarn thae place the name of Irishtown.

Yt 18 now ~Allad Renkatown and it {a wvhere T was dorn,
grew up and spent most of wmy life.

It is my hometown and tha hsart of my political
constituendy « and the nost abvious ethnic groups thase
days are Leblanese and vietnanese.

The curious thing aboyt the 1798 conviots {a that in the
colony of law Sauth Weles the expectation that thape
Robeles woOuld rebel was navar really met.

™he profound opportunities for economic indepmandence
which Australia prnvided for men and wenmen of ordinery
moans, combined with the liberal Rumanity of {ndividuals
l1iks Governor Nacquarie, put paid nos just to their
redellliousness, but to the notion that the Iriah wvere
porn redals - that thay werao ikredaamadhly hostile to
goolaety.

Or at least [t ghguld have put pald to thd notion.

Ae the Auotralian historian, Patrick O‘Farrell, has said,
the myth Of rebellion cantinued dut the reality vas
genarslly rather different.

In 1816 Michael Hayea, wrotet “"There is xto0m here for
sone millions if they were alloved to amigrate. What »
happiness it wnnld be to the unfortunate lrish tsnantry
vore they here to participate in thasa blaescings."



It hawm bsan 2 thams In the corraspondaenced of migrants
ever since.

one hundred yeare lator a huge sign vae erected in
ondon’s Aldwych near the site of Australis House. It
said:

"Co to Australia. Vou will have a haarty veloome, o
generous return fOr YOur enerdy and enterprise snd a
climate that is the haalthiest in tho wvorld.”

Augtralis has always helda out this Qgreat promige - that
it could take the poor and tho appressed and give tham
the libwrty, sconoBic independence and the material
confarts danied in their own country = and beyond that,
by thene "blewsingu®, winnow from thaeir hearts and minas
all the ancient bitternase and unreason.

As {f Augtralia could da vhat a #olf Tone might have
done.

If thare has been a continucus thame to Australian
history - ona niArian - it (= parhapes *hie one. If thors
is one standard va have set curselves, it has bean how
wvall we have livad up to thia prowmiaa.

The there peging with the British and Irish oonvicte. It
follows the trail of migrastion through te the present
4ay. It includes not just the Irish but the Italianm and
greekes and the Lebanecse and Jows and Latvians and
vietnarass and the Chinese and Cambodians.

yeopla, in race, from sora than 150 countrias of thae
world.

It has baan a difficult ambition €o live up to.

Canaider the appellatione the countxy has gone by over
the yasars. It has baen known as tha "better asuntry®, tha
*land of the better chance™, the "working man’s
paradise™, the "social laboratery of tha worlde,
SAuvedralia Unlimited”, and, although it wae originally
meant ironically, "the Lucky Country.!

ocoupying a land sa vast, with such bountiful resources,
such a splendid climate, suoh 2reo inetitutions - being
heire to a lana seamingly so blessed, may be why

Ausergliane are comatinas rather eeverely salf-critical.

In facet, depending on which columnists one reads = and
thare seams to hea no consensus even auong the several of
Trizh extractian = one would think sometipes that we
liva in o diaholically impoverished and inadequate place.

'It-i{s a constant of ‘political argunent in Australie - and
cultural argument + that va have failad to deliver our
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unlimited potential: indeed, that our great good fortune
in possessing a vast continent had made us complacent.

There ia a viev. 1 tnink, that thowe things we have

achieved might have been more the product of goed luck
than gond management.

Tt is not a view I ghare.

With rare exceptions, ws have dolivered liberty. 1t
materlial prospority has ocoasmianally been hard to come
by, and ther¢ have been enough instances of c¢conflict to
indicate that the rementments vera Not entirely svept
avay, Australia has always boen and remains by any
standards, both a prosperous country and 8 tolerant une.

1 do not knov any way teo moasure the extent to which an
immigrant culture has besn responsible for this! how much
it has both obliged us to practise tolerance and provide
opportunity, or to what extsnt we can say that a migrant
culture, of its nature, wil! demand these things an

valuae them,

te’s o tamiliar question for Auwstralians - hov nmuch ve
are & product of our cireuastances, and huw nuch we are
wvhat w8 have nade curselves &6 bo.

In truth, by the act of migration the country wag madet
by that voluntary act, and by the emlgrants’ anmbitione it
wvad bulle.

Aa 8 politician I know that little of a lasting nature
happens by virtue of some latent moral or political
£orce, As & general rule ve don‘t get blown where we
vant to go = we have to taka curselves there.

In polities, ar in mueh else, it requires imagination and
& political will - which in my viaw is the aamg ag saying
a will to evercise political power. And that depends on
naving not just the Irish rebel’s sanse of injustice, but
the nineeeanth century Irish emigrant’s abllity ¢to
ixmeagine a better life. And to tznd ic.

Indeed I would like to think that T had more or the
Qualities of tha emigrant.

Botter a politician who not only confronts an
unsatisfactory reality, but hee the vherewithal ~ the
wil) and the skill - to change it,

Better one Willing to go %o 384 - but not in a boat
withcout ocars.

In Augtralia in the 19805 We embarked on a voyage of
Qconomic reform. We Aoragulated the sconowmy and opened
it up to the wnrld. ' T
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In doing this ve did what ths emigrant does = we
confronted necassity,

Hed ve not done this, the modern world and the
opportunities it offers would have pascod UR DbY.

It took political wiil. Noge than will, it took
persuaclon and persistonce and the ability to resist the
temptation to turn back.

Somotimes it does fael 3as {f one has gone to soa {n a
boat withoutl cvars. Sometimes there are mutineers.

Sometimes one thinka it would have been wasier to stay
put (n the first place.

Thogse convict vesgels on which the rebels of 1798 made

thelr voyage sometimas took nearly twelve months to get
to Australia,

It muet have felt 1{ke an sternity.

The process of economic raform cah feel the same way -
one day flying along with the sajls threatening to rip
apart, the next day becalmed.

And then, of course, tharo are the dayas when the ship is
immaoulately on course and travelling at a manageable
vate and you are thinking not of home, nor aven of the
journey, but of the destimation,

The destination was and remaing an 1nt¢rnationa11!
oompetitive economy: which meana, among other things,
one less dependent upon our mineral and agricCultural
commodities and more capabple of manufacturing products
for global markets, particularly the markets of the
Asla-Pacific reqion < which is to say the fastest growing
markets in the world.

And ve have gone a long way towards reaching this geal.

Our economy hat been completely transformead. Exports
have doubled. Service and manufacturing export§ have
more than tripled and ara novw aqual tou rural exports.

Our econon{ i8 much morc diversa and the fastast growing
4

gector of by far is elalurately transtorwed
ranutactures.

A decade ago less than half of our exports went TO our
own region. Today two-thirds go to east-Asia.
Three-quarters of all Australian exports go to the
Asla-Pacitic region, a region of two bLillion pecple
producing half the world’s output and angaged in half the
wvorld’s trade. o -

These {igures baecically desaribe Australia‘y future.
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They mark the stages on the jeurney towards an ¢conomy Of

which it will never be possible to say - they got it by
chance, it fell into thoir lap.

Tt wil) only be possible to ssy that, lixe the emigrant,
ve racognised necessity vhen wea ssw it and we did what
had ¢o be done.

Of course wa vera not the Only country in the world to
reform our economy in the 1980s. Much that we did4 vas
done e¢lsevhere in the world as countriee raslisad thag,
in the modern cra, if they did not change thay wouldq fall
behinag.

There is no doubt that we have been eerved vell by the
economic reforms wo nade.

And we are all the better for having alsa made ancial
raforme.

I
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A large element of the improved international
conpatitivanasn wa achieved was got by moane of an Accord
betwveen the Government and the trade unions.

The Accora aramaticaily raduced indurtrial disputatien,
hald wagaa to competitive levels, nmade & wajor
contridution to reducing i{nflatinn to a rate »smong the
lowast in the OECD, and sponsored u creative and
co-operative eculture in the workp)ace which is radically
increasing levels of productivity.

Inplementing tha concept of the soclal wage in the 1980s
maant that in the 19908 wa have & first class health
SYSTOn: & s80cial nat as extansive and aophisticated as
any in the vorld; legiglation affectiny the rights and
well being of woman as sdAvanced as any in the vorld: and
through positive government programs assisting ethnic
groups and encouraging cultural diversity, a
multicultural soclety of infinitely more richness and
strangth - (ncluding economic atrength.

In other wvards as the Australian Government has steppad
out of the market place in many regards, it has ctapped
ipto its soclsl responsibilities.

As I sald, wve aida not put to sed without oarg. Or
lifaboate, and a safety net, or expanded opportunity
including, as of this year, an axtenkive syatem of &hild
care and & home care allowance.

1t i35 esacntislly for the same veason that we have made
the biggest effort in aur history to at last deliver the
basis. of social. justice for indlyenous Australians.

I mean the reason of social unity and social Justice - of

axtended opportinity which new world countrias like our
own are intended to provide.
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Por the great casualty of immigration was Abariginal
Auatralia.

T™a destyvition of this thraotdinar¥ anclent culture,
and the brutality and injustice inflicted on the firvet
Australians can never really be sat to rights, any moxe

than the injustice snd dispossossion which occurrad in
this country can be.

But we oan heal wounde aAnd aparé nov gonorations from the
hurt and bitterness of the past.

Wa can inoclude Aboriginal Auatralla ln the social
SQUATiONn as nevar Bafora, Ahd €hm culture will be over o

auch gtronger. and the self-eatesp of all Australisns so
AUCh greator. ‘

It secds to ma a parrect exampla of the fact that
nacagsity doeg not of itsalf laead to change.

There has boon a moral and soclal nécessity to rignt

thaese vrongs inflicted on Aboriginal Auatralia for
genorations -~ wvhat has 1ed te chan?- {a will. WwWi1l1 ana

;ho imagination naceacary to conceive of samething
.‘g“ L

S0 ¢his last dacada of Australia’s national life has beon
a aecade of quits remaerkable change. The naxt dacada
shows every elign of keeping up tha paca.

And, i{f2 we have learned a lesasn {(n tha couresae of the
ourney, 4t 18 that the pacCe will De best maintained and
he change will ha more affactiva {f tha pesple are

included.

No political principle was g0 thorouyghly contfirmed for me
in racant yeara an thiz nana: thst one sucecaadg best by
trusting to the people’s best tsallngc. T believe it is
the asssntia)l waapnan of the political refermex.

Change will navar be mada by haading the negatives - the
conservatian, or myopia, or prejudice or pedantry which
exists in any society. Thore prona tn narvmaueness ¢could
dictate to a reform agenda.

Change will dbe made by leaping over them = by talking of
somathing bettar. Of all the legsons of the enigrant for
the politician thias is the most fundarental.

And I delisve it is the lesson conteinad in thoss words I
quoted ABOLT Wolf Tona -~ that political reform meansa to
anlarge )Jife.

It means offaring an sltornative to cant and narrov
orthodoxY and all the debilitating constraints in which
history ia forever wrapping us, and to which cenecoervative
self-intorest always sppeals.




Political reform means offering to the pecple what
enigratlion offered to the Irish in the ninateenth
century, to EBuropoans after World War II, TO cCambodians
and vietnamese {in recent times - I moan quite simply the
prospect of a batter 1ife in a better country.

And thias takes me back in turn to those lessons we learn
from freland.

T™hat if we are drawn to lreland by the hiatory and the
language and culture -~ not to may by the beauty of the
plazz - then governments ignore these things at theix
perii.

ANQ for that raason there iz a link betvean cylture and

reform, botwveen the arts and reform, Detween tha life of
the ming and reform.

It is WAy, I think +« liko tho exteasion of social pelicy
= the oxtension of policiwas encouraging cultural
d§v0109l0nt are esgontial (n tinmoes of drawatie economio
change.

They feed the national imegination, encourage paople to
conterplate alternativas - and of ceurse they moothe the
savage boaet in us,

You 8ee vhat lesacns can be drawn from Ireland. Real,
hard, political lessons.

Not that we were thinking of Treland wvhen we Jtow thom.
The parallels only begin to present themsslves as Ve
approach the old shores.

Nor were we Thinking ot ireland when we thought of the
republiea.

Rather ve ware thinking that we are a country separated
from these islands Ly twelve thousand milas and 200 years
0 experienca.

That we area A paople oconprised of more than 150
nationalities and for some tine nov we have baen
encouraging all af tham to retain their cultural
identity,

That our people 1ive extraordinarily varied lives on an
extrasrdinarily varled continene.

And that tha time had come in thie laet docade of auxr
¢irst century as a natlon to put a border round this
tapastry of our hational life: time we enghrined the
immigrant’e traditions of courage and faith together with
thoso traditions of dQemnocracy, gol-rancn, falr play and
Jroanter opportunity whioh are the hgat traditions of
Australia. = ) . - ,
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It seenad to us that & republic might acknowledge and
enshyine the values of a people who have been willing to
inagine something better, willing to confront the need to
changs, to make their way on a nev frontier - and who
have learned that these things are best done together.

And to those who want to hold back, who fear change, wWho
say it is not the rignt time to do this, we night say =~
vhat {f our forebears had said this? What if they had

lacked the imagination and the will? What if they had
stayed put?

Well, ¥ would not be an Australian and nor would most of
the 17 nillion othars.

And I would not have had tha extraordinary opportunities
ay country hasgs given me « among them the immeasurable
privilege of coning to the land of my ancestors as Prime
Minister of Australia ana addressing this national
parlianene.

Thank you.



