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PM: Ladies and gentlemen, I am sorry that you haven't yet
been able to receive a copy of the report We tried to
expedite that to you. I will make a SLatement to you,

and read relevant sections of the report. Once I have wade
that statement Mr. Young and T are evailable for any gquestions.

I hope that will satisfy everyone. I make thie pcint - if when
you get the report which should be available very shortly, if
vou wanted to speak to me again - I hope it won't be nccessary -

but if you do want to, I am prepared to meet you again.

The report was made availsble to me this morning in Melbourne

vhen Mr. Black and Counsel Assisting, Mr. bunn, gave me the
eport in mny lMelbourne office and I had the opportunity of
discussion with them then. I em very pleased to be able to say

that the report completely and unequivocally clears Mr. Young

of any suggesticn of improprieiy, intention cr attempt to

evade customs duty or to use irprceperly any influence and is a

complete excneration of Mr.
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impropriety may have occuried in the actions of the Honourable
MJ Young. "Befure expressing my final cnnclusions it is
necessary to consider wih:thex any imopropriety may have cccurred
in the actions of Mr. Young in the making of the Customs
declaration. I have concluded that there was no intention to
evade duty, no attempt to evade duty, and no attempt wilfally

to mislcad any Customs Officer. Very strict standards are
expected of persons holding high public office in their auvpreach
to the completion of documents of the nature of a Customs
declaration. I conclude that Mr. Young, notwithstanding the
lJifficulty with which he was presented by the circumstances and
by the wording of the form, should have taken more time and
exercised greater care so that guestions could not reasonably
have arisen about its correctness. On the facts, as I have
concluded them to be, I am of the -view that the circumstances
fell short of impropricty and that a positive finding that there
was no impropriety should be made. Wo other aspects of Mr. Young's
conduct require further consideration in this context."”

He then goes on on the following page to conclusions and I vead
the relevant section. It goes on, The Honourable MJ Young:

"There was no impropriety in the actions of the lion. MJ Young.

Mr. Young did not at any stage use or attempt to vse his official
position to his advantage or to divert any person from the

proper and inpartial perxformance of his duty. I espress no
conclusions as to whether any kbreach of the law of the Comuecnwaalth
may have occurred. My reasons for taking this course appear in
Part 12 of this report., It should not be inferred that I meke any
finding that a brcach of the law of the Commonwealrh may have
occurred in the actions of the Hon. MJ Young."

Clearly you would neced to read Part 12 of the report that he
refers to there, but if I may attempt to summarise for you Part J2
of the report, and I do that in the sense that after you have read
it yourself, of course I am available for questions. But
essentially what Mvr. Black says in Part 12 of the report is that
section 209 of the Act deals with the preocess there for summarily
dealing with the situation where the form has not covered the
declaration of goods and that process he finds was appropriately
applied. And he refers to the fact that under Section 2% ¢of the
Act it is specifically provided that once that process has been
followed, which he specifically finds was in all respects
approvriately followed then no further action can be taken. He
then says - he looks hypothetically at the qguestion of Section
234e of the Act which deals with the guestion of the filling in o
the forms and on that he deals with the guesticn of knowledcge ana
the line betwecn knowledge and belief. He deals with the svkmicsion
of Mr. Young's Counsel in which he says he finds merit and says

that there is no statewment of the law on the matter, but it is not
appropriate in those circumstances and indeed would be unfair to

go to that hypothetical question. That is the essence to the
reference to Part 12 of his report.
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JOURNALIST: Mr Younqg whe paid Ior the charter that brought
you to Canberra today, anc why did you use a charter?

YOUNG: Well I received a message from the Prime Minister to
return to Canberra as quickly as I could and as you are probakly
aware now, you may have been aware earlier, that I'd bcecen
invited some days ago to partake in a sort of 60 Minutes
extravaganza. They take a bit of time to do it. They had

been with me for the past three days. Arrangements were made
for us travel down here on a private jet which their company,

I understand, will pick up the bill for and send me an

account of the three fares of myself and my two staff members.

JOURNALIST: Mr Young do you feel as though you were unfairly |
treated by your colleagues and in particular do you resent |

of the new information before they took their decision. ‘

YOUNG: Well Milton, let me say this about the enquiry. BAs 1
ycu know I'm on recoxd as saving I didn't think it was

necessary and I sucpect we all feel that way when what

we know to be true 1s challenced and I suspect it becomes

a difficult and complex question for a government to decide

when they received this new infcrmation as to how best to

clear it up. As I said at the time T didn't think the enguiry
was necessary and I'm pleased that I've been vindicated and

that the views have besn tested, my views which have been tested
over tiaree fairly exhausting weeks both by myself and my family
- have vindicated what ¥ said then.

JOURNAIIST: Do you tinink you should have been confronted
by the new informatioa before the decision was taken.

YOUNG: Well I think that's a difficulty which the four

leaders have to deal with when they're given it. BAnd obviously
they chaced it up and I waec nade aware of it after theyv'd received
their reports Dback from their primary investigations. And it |
scened to the four lieaders then it wes the bast course o follow, |
it was the enquiry. As you lknow I disagrced because it was liike \
somecnce ¢giving infcrmation well Mick's not telling the truth.
And I knew what the events of the day were on July 5th, I knew
what had occuired and T was ccnfident all along that lir Black,
QC, would find accordingly.

HAWKE: I shcould say in respect of the mauvter generally,a point
I should have made at the beginning,that not only did HMr Elack
find as I‘*ve indicated in respect of Mick, but naturally he

has found in respect of Mrs Young and her sister, Micik's sister-
in-law, complete honcsty and straightforwardness on their part.
And in respect of officers, public servanits of the Commonwealth,
has also found no impropriety cn the part of anyone else.
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JOURNALIST: BMr Young dc you think people were out to get
you?

YOUNG:- I suppose in politics they always are, sometimes
you've got difficalty sort of pinpointing the enemies

and I think that - I don‘*t think that Mr Black has found
anybody that was cut to get me in terms of the case that's
been presented. I think it's always difficult in these
circumstances when someone in public office is caught up
in issues like this. So I'm just happy that :he report
sayvs what it does.

JOURNALIST: Do youv think that although. you did not behave
improperly you were perhaps foolish?

YOUNG: Wever been foolish,

JOURNALIST: I hope you're not going to makoe the same
mistake again.

YOUNG: I'm not going to admit it te the Parliamentary
Press Gallery anyhow.

JOURNALIST: Mr Young what tonidiat is your friendship like
it

between yourself and Mr Hawke. I in ¢ood chape?

]

YOURG: Very good shape and youll see it in full action
at the forthcoming election.

JOURNALIST: Would you expzct tc be involved in the forithcoming

election ....
YOUNG: I'm chairman of the Naticnal Campaign Committea.

HAWKE: He's certeinly chaisman of the National Campaign
Committec., And just let me say in respzct of your gucstion
thet there is and can be no sutggestion that Mr Young returne
to the full asswantion of his portiolio in any way daininishcd.
He reassures that portfolio in a vey i waich will mean thatc
he will expect and the Covernhment will e¥pect complete and
undiminished discharge of his duties there, and as lLeader
of the House, and ¢t he said as Cheirman of the National
Canpaign Comnittee.. And he will bhe:.as he has been Zor
many years, a very considerable thorn in the side of the
Opposition.

JOURNALIST: Mr Young which particular fecrthcoming electicn
is that you are referring to?

HAWKE: There's got to be one some time doesn't there?
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JOURNALIST: Mr Hawke despite wihat Mr Black has found and wide
sections of the media hove been seying of Mr Young that he's
an accident prone Mini:lcy, is-thet zn unfair label now for
him to weaxr? '

HAWKE: Yes.

JOURNALIST: HMr Hawke will the Government be moving to change
the Customs Law,

NAWKE: That's a good question and I think when you read the
repoxt in full you will see that lMir Black addresses himself

to this guestion and raises the poin:t as to whether in fact
there may not be a case for another box of 'Yes®, 'No', 'Don't
know!. And it's very interesting that he goes to the point

of this guestion of the distinction between knowledge and beliel
and indicates that there is . no definitive statement of the

law on the points. 8o your question is a good one. I think thet
it will make scense that in the licght of !r 3lack®s report that
the Government should examine with the relevant Minister and
officials as to whether there can bz a clarification of these
forms which I know personally,and which I think anyone who heas
travelled overseas and had to £ill them ZIn, can pose certain
difficulties at times. And it e a good guestion ycu ralse and

I think we'll give atterntion to 1t.

JOURNELIST: Does the report decl with valuvation procedures?
HAWKE: Yes indced. I°m glad you asked that guestion. Th

e
a.very detailed exawinction of that guestion. 4And I can sa
this that when you read that scction cf the report I am cer

that anyone whe reads it will be totally convinced of the integri
of everyone that was involved in that evaluation. That is Mv You
L4

who wasn't directly involved in that, it was Mre Young aand MNis
Hughes and the Customs officials. And it is beyond any guestion
of dcubt that involved acted witn cosmiplete integrity and indeed
you will find from the report that the commissioner finds that
if anvthing, on kalancc, the amount may have been overstated.

JOURN,LIST: Mr. Hawkce, 1if Mr. Young has done nothing wronc
at all, is he to be refunded tnc penalty duty he has peid.

PM: What_action Mr. Young would scek to take in that natter
1s a guestion for Mr. Young himself.

JOURNALIST: Could we ask Mr. Young?

YOUNG: Yes, you can. It is not at the top of my pricrities.



