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The Commcnwealth of Nations is a major international institution
and it has a capacity to make a constructive contribution in
relation to issues of world concern and of concern to Australia.
The Commonwzalth Heads of Covernment Meeting in Melbourne will

be the largest and mest significant international conference ever
held in this country. The fact that this meeting is being held in
Australia is a tribute to the contribution which successive
Australian Governments have made both in the Commonwealth and in
other internaticnal forums., The fact that this meeting is held

in Australia will enhance Australia's position in the world.

The Com n is a unique international organisation It
approsa: lsm-sclving through consensus and its discussions
are chz ised bv mutual respect, tolerance and inforwmality.
It operzt n the basis that quiet discussion and a genuine
meetiz : ds away from the clarc of pUbllCLty are more

an public disputation.
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There will b2 such outstanding single issue dominating the

Melbourre mezting, but there are nevertheless issues of profound
and lasting significance for Australia which will be at the
forefront in the discussions. The meeting will be discussing in

a pracu*c al and specific way the problem of focd, how to improve
pquuCClCJ, storagza and s¢ gurlb/ of supply to those chronically

in need. We will b2 discussing enerqgy supplies and also how trade
between developed and developing countries can be increassad and
nade more egquital e. We shall be discussing how aid can be

A

increased and
and monstary ii “tations can be improved to serve the interests
of the countries they serve in a more eﬁ‘c1ofactory way. Therd are
many hlon]j technical cquestions involved in all this, but behind
the technicalities lie very basic questions not only of morality
and humanitarian concern, but of stable development of prace

and harmony between nations. '
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Zimbabwe,which proved to be amenable to Commonwealth -

more effective and how the internaticnzl financia



The issues to be discussed affect not only the world in which
we live, but will also have an incalculable impact on the kird
of world in which cur children will live. BAll these issues

of development are particularly important for Australia, as
nearly all our neighbours are developing countries.

The Melbourne meeting will be the first Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in the Pacific region. Many of the countries
of the region are smzll, and suffer fronm particular hardships,
like remoteness, small size, distance from markets and slender
natural resources. Australia is aware that these countries
should be able to draw value from the Commonwealth as do the
larger countries. Th2se countries will not be forgotten in
Melbournz and I expsct special attention to be given them at

the meeting :

The meeting will also examine the important area of Commonwealth

functional co-operation - the practical programmes of co-operation
that form much of the substance of the Commonwealth's ongoing
business At a2 tirme when the vast potontlal of the Pacific

region in trade and economic terms is being increasingly recognised,
Australia can conly bzrnefit from the opportunity which this
conference cfZzrs for wide-ranging discussions of Pacific issues
and for cementing further our friendship with so many Pacific
nations.

During =hz conizrence an international spotlight will be turned

on Aus:ztalia. Ovarseas journalists will not just report the
conferznce, thav will also report on Australia, what they see of

it and think c¢f its people, what their feelings are about Melbourns

The conizvence is a great opportunity for the city of Melbourne.
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The 1irz n of Australia that our visitors carry away with them
will re the interaction they have had with Australiai:s
from al s of life. *r This conference is not therefore just
a matter r Governirent. It is a matter for all of us to put -
our best £ forward for Rustralia. Melbourne will be Australia's
front v during this meeting. I am sure it is a front window
of which all Auvstralians will be very proud.
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