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SALT II

The Prime Minister today welcomed the signing of the SALT II
agr=sment in Vienna by President Carter and President Brezhnev.

Thz SALT I1 agreement is an important step forward, he said.
It =i:ould lessen the risk of nuclear war and place limits

on =h2 strategic arsenals of both the United States and the
Sovi=t Union. It should place limits on the development

by thsse two countries of new strategic systems and open

thz wav to future reductions in nuclear arsenals. BAn agreement
of this kind inveclves compromise and no party gets ail of
wha* it wants. Bearing in mind the alternative - an
unrzstricted arms race involving the progressive application
of -=w technologw - the agreement represents a major
positive step.

Agresment on SALT II will also assist efforts to strengthen
th2 international non-proliferation regime. The capacity
of the superpowars to encourage other states to forego the
nuzlear weapcns cotion will be erhanced.

President Carter has assured the United States Congress that
the SALT IX agreement can be verified and that the United States
nuclear deterrent will remain strong.

Mr. Fraser said that he and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Peacock,
has made statements over the past year strongly urging the
ea:ly conclusion of SALT II. Australia will continue

to give full backing to the SALT negotlaulng process because

of the very important role it plays in maintalining balance
be*w=2en the strategic deterrent capabilities of the superpowers.
Int2rnational stability and avoidance of nuclear war depend
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» mzintenance of this balance. Thrcugh the operation of joint
facilities in Australia, Australia has contributed substantially
and Zor many years to the support of the United States defence
cornz=rns and thus to global stability and world peace. It will
ccrtinve to do so.

Mr. Fraser said he hoped that the United States Senate would
ratify the SALT II Treaty promptly. Failure of the Senate

to support the SALT II Treaty could have a detrimental effect on
the capacity of the United States Government to meet fully

its global responsibilities.

—==000--~



