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CULTURAL ACTIVITIESE

I wish to inform: the House of two decisions by the Government
and a nuinber of other devaic:inents in the field cf cult'ral activities.

The Covern:.ent, for some time, has been actively considering
ways tc increase, at naticaal level, Commonwealth r.atronage of the Arts
without creating a monclithic structure which could iniibit the free play
of our cultural interests and enthusiasms at all levelc.

For some yezrs now Covernment encourazement for the
arte in general has been increasing and we feel that financial aid prcierly
directed on the best advice ic one significant area where the Commonwealith
Cevernment can provide imaterial assistance.

V. e need to ensure that we have a sycter: Yor giving financial
ascictance which takes fuli account of the important roie played, not only
by Ctate Governments, Sut by municipal governments and a host of professional
and arnateur organisations throughout the country.

*’ith this in mind the Government, in itc first decision on
cultural activities, has decided to establish an Austraiian Council for the
Arte to he its financial asent and adviser on the terfcrming arts and other
activitiec connected with the £rts in seneral.

The Council wi1i co-operate closely vith the =lizabethan
Theatre Trust and with 2rict’ng Commonwealth Ccverninent agencies
resyonciole for music, waintins and literature.

At this stage the Council will be concerned rrimarily with the
r‘erformmg arts but it should nct be assurned that tie concept of an all-
embracing Council, which: T kncw has some advocates in this country, has
neen reiected.

The Council ve rropose to set ur could conveniently be enlarsed
to rerform such a function if exierience showed ti:e need.

This decicion means that Government financial assistance fcr
the arts in general will in future he given throush tvo r:ain channels: -

1, The new Ccuncil, which will be concerned with the theatre zrtc
{drama, oyers and hallet} and fili: rakin< for television with
an educational aad cultural emphacis.

~)

. Suisting azencies i.e. the Australizn Zrozdcasting Commiiceion,
the recentl; y toxined Music Board, thz Seornimonwealth Art
Advisory 2cerd and the Commonwealt: Literary Fund.

The Council vrill aiso advise the Coverninent on special
requests for aid in cultural ectivities not already ccvered by Covernment
agenciec and which, in the rzst, have been dealt v:ith cn an ad hoc basis.

I ehould zdd here that the inclusion of filri-making for televigion
in the zctivities to be ccvered Hy the new Council ic ot a substitute for fuil
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considaration by the Ccvarnment of submissions it has received for the
estaviishiment of a Filrn Corcoration to assist the filin industry at larce.

The intention tc sive further aid to filini-inaking for television
is vart of the Government's continuing effort to hel: in increasing the
Auctralian content of teievision programmes in this country. The questicn
of a Filin Corporation, cr some similar organisaticn, is a senarate
progosition which needs miiore study.

The new Council will not, as a nori:zz: nractice finance carits:
worl:e for the arts in the Ctates because this is not congidered to be within
the sihere of Commonwealth responsibility.

The Elizasethan Theatre Trust will remezin as a servicing
orgenisation and entre;reneur and will continue its func raising activities
in the Ctates.

The Council willd:ztribute financial eid for the performing arts
vrimsarily, but not exciucively, through the Trust. Both the Council and the
Trust will be suprorted by advisory committeec in all Ctates.

Before deciding to establish this two-cheannel system of aid
for the erts a close study was made of the foundaticne and councils for the
arte in the United Ctatec, the United Kingdom and Caneda.

The namesc cf th2 “hairman, merabers of the Council and the
Director will be announced ‘n due course. The Touncil will be associated
with the Irime Minister'c Cecertment.

The Comrmonwezith Covernmeit has also studied the work of
its exicting agnecies and z¢ ! have already indicated tkey will continue to
functica broadly in the cainie vey as they have in the i.act, and the level of
any increace in financic! ecsistance will be consider=c in the Budget conte.x,
as will ti:e grant to be made avzilable to the new Council. There will be,
of cource, a close liaison between the new Council and the existing agencies.

I right mmention here that the Government zlready has under
consideration increased ascictence to writers in £ustraiia as a result of
recent discuesions betvzen the Advisory Board cf the Commonwealth Literary
Fund and the Fund's Farlizinentary Committee.

The House wil! also recall that we recently set up a Music
Board e-.ecifically for tie wurvcee of advising the Commonwealth Covernment
on aseistance to Australian commnosers. This 3oard “ec een active since
ite inception and has just had avoroval for a new rroject designed to wromote
the work of Australian coinrccers, nationally and internationally, and
atteinit to remedy the lacx of nowledge of our own mitucic., The details
of this wroject are the cubiect of a statement by me to tiie rress today.

I turn nov’ to the second important decicion the Government
hae taiten to encourage tiie arts in Australie.

The House "7ill receall that my rredececsor Cir Robert Vienziec.
and his administraticn dzcided that a2 national ext ceilery should be establiche
in Canverra and in 1640 = cinted a committee of encuiry to consider viiat
form it chould take, what ite fuaction should be and how it should be controlled.

This Comriittee, uader the distinsuisi:ed Chairmanshiy of
Cir Deryl Lindsay, coir:ileted itc work last year and I would like to
acknow:edge here how coirirehensive the report is and how valuable it has
been to the Government. It hac contributed significant!y to the Governient's
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latest decision on the art callery and is tabled in this Farliament for the
informction of Honourahle Meimbers.

The Governinent hzs decided that work on the establishment
of tizic national gallery wiil bezin immediately.

The Nationel Tarital Development Cornmission expects thg
rlanning, design and costing stage to take about two years, £ site for
the saliery is being concidered.

The Gallery wili house the National Coliection which at
rresent consists of nezriy 7, < works of art. Future acquisitions will
include Lustralian art vact ond zresent, art of the / cian and Facific
ereac and art on a world-wide pasis, beginning with the 2Cth century.

The Government believes the new sallery vill add significantly
to the cultural life of fustralia and the national capital.

It is hoped that this will be an added incentive to owners ci
art coliections to consider bequeathing their collections to the Commonvweslth.

The Comrnonvwvealth has been active in recent years in acquiring
new viorks for the nationzl collection. It is alsc develc ing an exchange of
art exninitions with cther ccuntries. - :

The existznce cf an art gallery in Czaberra will add materially
to the dicplay opportunitiec for visiting exhibitions and also for exhibiticas
from tae galleries in the varicus Ctates.

The Gallery will be named "The A ustralian Mational Gallery™
and wili he controlled v a Council, with a full-tirsie director. The Ceuncil
itself wiil be associated with the Frime Minister's Devartment. The Couicil
memners and the Director will he appointed in due course,

These decisicns will, I am sure give 2ncouragement to thoc2
wie iieve for so long given their time and enerzy to advancing our own
distinctive cultural activitizs. 1 also hope that the siowing public -
recognition of vvhat our a2ctere, our artists, cur writers, our musicianc
and othere in a varied fizld of cultural interest zre ce2Xking to do will add
much to what the Covernrnent ic deing.

In the leanexr years cf the past, in the fece of hardship and
littie encouragement ycung £.uctralians have risen tc feine and brought
dictinction te their country over a wide range of culturel activity. Civen
the suioort of Governments, Federal and Ctate, and the backing of the
reoiie, 1 am sure the tzient is there for us to rise to new heights and give
our iecwtie a growing rieasure and satisfaction.




