FOR FRES -
T.M., I'o. 53/1967.

QUERESLAND FLOODS - CO TION' Al TH
ASSISTAI'CE

Stutement by the Prime Minister, lMr. Harold Holt
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In 2 _statement on 29th Karch, 1967, my colleague
the Right Honourable John ilcEwen, as acting Prime Minister, said
that the Premier of Queensland h:d requested assistance in respect
of flood damnze in north Gueensland, and thit the Premier had been
informed th:t the Commonwenlth would participite with the State on
ﬁhedCﬁgtomqry dollar for dollar busis for the relief of personal
hardship.

Mr, McEwen 2dded thit when the Queenslind Jovernment
had forwarded an assessment of damaze done to other issets, the
Commonwe1lth would sive prompt consideration to the guestion of
%ﬁsistancetto the 3tate 1o help in financing the rastoration of

o:e assets.

since then the Premier of Queensland has provided
an assessment of the financial assistance needed for the relief of
personnl hardship and distress, and for the restorntion of zovernment
nd municiﬁal property_dnmazed by the floods. These are the are:s
in which the Commonvenlth his bien prepared to ussist with relief
in disasters of this order.

The Cucensland wthorities 7ssessed the mount
required for the relief of personzl hurdshig at §1,250,000 nd
the Commorry::1th his dvanced 625,000 1s its estimited share
of this relief,

With rezord to rovernment and Local huthority
prorerty dam~ged by the Tloods, the Iremier estim.ted that the cost
of restoration would ve about 31.5.nm., The Comm-nwealth's policy
is to assist the St:te concerned, on 1 dollar for doilar busis, in
the restorition of such nssets ‘here the cost involved would ve
n undue burden on the State's financial resources and I have
informed the Premier that the Commonwe:lth is prepared to sive
assistance on this bisis in addition to the finuncinl help it hns
given for the relief of personal hardship,
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