I am delihted at being ufforded the op;ertunity
to weleome the 600 delegates to the Fifth All Austrelian
Timber Congress. ~Sspecially do I welcome the specialists
from Canada, angland, the nited States and Kew Zesland.
With our own australian delezates I am sure that tho ensiing
discussions will prove of benefit to cur own young nation.

The agzenda which i have perused ajpiears to
contain such stimala‘ing mattur and I ocongratulate the
convenors of the Congress on their efforts to improve the
growing, menufacturing and marketing of wood products in
Austraila.

Wood, of course, 13 securely sstablished in
pany of its traditional uses, but in othersz it faces
determined coupetition fyom alternative matorials. I know
that the Congcress will fuoe this challen ¢ squarely and the
theme it has adopted for its discussions - “llew Horizons
foy Timber™ is a most appropriate one,

The timber industry in Australia plays a valuable
part in nur scchomy. -n the latest figures awvailable to
me, the wholesale vulue of wood products sanpufactured in
Australia in 1960=61 wzs /203 million. Dmports of weod
products, howsver, ocost an additionsl £90 million from our
rescurass of forelgn exechangs.

The Fifth All Austyralian Jimber Congress has a
big task ahead of 1t and I wish {: every success on this
important oceasion,
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