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gpeech by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzias

8ir, and Iadies and Gentlemen

It is very seldom that one encounters a Chairman
who is a Professor in Theology in one of its branches and who
possesses your gay sense of humour, HNe turns to me, after
really loading me with undeserved praise and then he says
"Now, you are here as an ¢ld boy. I want you to relax, f’huo
get up and make a speech.” (Iaughter)

Well, 3ir, I don't propose to make a very long one
because, in the rIrlt place, I aaknovhdr what you have besn
say twthin: you sai& about wife was right. JMost of
the you said about me were not right. It wvas wvery
deeent of you to sympathise with people like myself for under-

ing villainous and violent attacks from time to time. I want
. make it quite clear that this represents ne virtue on my
part. I like them. (laughter) The great secret of politics
is to have a somevhat low blood sure, and I've got its
and the result is that when mm; ulfnrl an attack and I
’ beoeme very anmoyYed, my blood pressure becomes normal. (laughter)
I find this a sin y gédvantage.

S3ir, the great thing that always oomes into 256-
mind en one of these oceasions is thisy that back in 154 47,
{:t after the wvar, at a time befure Menzies and Holt and when
income tax was wvery nmuh in Australia (Laughter), I
renember saying to unif, will these gut public sc‘ools
survive?” It seemed to me¢ 2 fair questiom put to cneself...
High taxes inevitably....*How will these schools which are bound

to beoome more and more ive as more and more justioe is
dens to teachers and more nds are made upon the ts of
. children - how can they survive?! VWill we find ourselves losing,

will we find ourselves practising bhat dreadful civic vice of |
waiformity, for which we have such a2 passion in Australia? |
I hate wniformity. We must have individualism in our schools, :
in everything in ocur lives if we are to go on, and how are we 1
‘ going to oontinue, And the great thing that has struck me |
year after year, has been that in spite of all the difficulties |
eveyy sochool I know of has gone on and on and has got M.uu'an&
strongesr, year after year, with waiting lists, with parents
anxious to accept the finaneial burdens in w&r to get the
advantages for their children of wvhat goes on in these schools,
This, I think, is a modern revolution and I confess to you that
fifteen years ago, I d1é not expect it for one moment, but I am
delighted to have been wrong.

I remember when I was at Wesley, as obsocurs a child
as ever went through it; we had a total pozt'x-htion of about
250 - a few fellows like OGordon Hattam and py Selleck, they
ocan eorrsct me, but I think I am right - about 250. And I remember
that the then ﬁudnuta, to vhom 1 refer respec as Dieky
Adanson, saying in that grumbling voioce of his, not always eaxy
to understand, exoept when it was saying something unpleasant,
(Laughter) - 1 remember him saying, "I trust the school will
never rise beyond 300, That's emough.” And now, what am I told -
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this way and that wvay - 960, And of course the price that you
g:y fexr developing a school within a limited ares of ground
those enormous propertions is that you must divide, you
must develop the junior school, you must develop various uzocts
of the school, you must move out and get naw sites, you mus
erect new buildings and Sir, all this, as no doubt we will be
told tonight, will represent a challenge in particular to every
old boy of Wesley. A great challenge.

In fact, wvhen I eame in here tonight and looked
around and ny wife said to me, "Have you ever had to speak at
as big a Dinner as this -~ in London or somewhere?* I said, “"Well,
I would doubt it, Maybe once, I don't know, but I would doubt {t.,"
But I 40 say now that the remarkable thing about this Dinner is
that you have 1,000 peopls here who all came along quite willingly,
no pressed men, all volunteers - you didn't come along to hear
me, yOu came a to have it taken out of you. (Laughter)
This I think is magnificent, Whoever is the Chairman of the
Appeal financially, I say, "look at them - willing and anxious."
I think this is a great spectacle. I ean understand it in the
oase of the Pres ians like myself, but as for the rest of
you (Laughter) it will remain a big mystery. A deep mystery.

. 8ir, I am not going to keep you, dut I wvant to
say this. Individwelity - I referred te it a little while ago -
is of the essence of our ideals of publie sehools and in
partioular for our own school., This business of daring to be
wvise, this business of setting out to achieve utter intelleectwmal
integrity and the development of human character and the individual
charecter, this is not just a form of words, This is something
that oan be achieved by a great school and lost by a bad one,

and ve are Mhu&l&n&;ﬂ&umnm of our
sehool, that it ecan say, I nk justly, that it has seat out
into the world in mstralia and a d, many, many men vhe have
res achieved intellestual integrity, who ﬁnn really followed
out motto of the sehool, mot in a priggish n‘ﬁ mothing

could be more boring; mot in a pompous wayj; nothing oould be
more detestable, but im a simple straightforward ::ﬂytuhion.
And that is why Wesley is a great school, and thal is

Why 1,000 people have come here tonight to thimk about it, to

talk about it, to be talked to about it, and I am delighted %o
have had the opportunity of being one o them,

I wonder what Harold Stewarti thought whea he was
sitting in his Headmaster's study and the Nicholas brothers
walked in. This must be an experience that eomes to few
headmasters. Fancy two men, simple, splendid g::plo, osming in
mmmg,wm.hmm,mm e & seat?”
And then saying, “Well, i:t a little trifling matter - we would
like to do molhing." the Headmaster pricks up his ears -
even Harold Stewart, that wonderful man who taught me three-

warters of what I know - even Harold Stewart must have thought
o himself, "Ah, well, perhaps - you know - we might be able to
build a wing.” And out it comes. This wes a marvellous thing.
And every old Wesley osllegian was delighted to hear about it,

But if 1 may say 30, we have perhaps lived too long
on the memory of it. They were &om-nanmrodinm
thousands, and if we owe anything to this great school, as we do
then perbaps the time has come to discharge some part of the dob‘.
That's how 1 feel about it. I haven't rogood ny emotions into

s shillings and penee, however, But not doubt with your aid
I will, (Lsughter) in ecourse. But that's the real stion -
*What are we going to de about 1t?" and this is not just a matter
of raising money for future development, it is a continuing matter
of what I will oall "prectical pride™ in the school that we handed

on,
And, Sir, in that meod and with those words, I would
like everybhody to rise and drink the toast of the school,




