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B.M. No. 85/1962

DOMESTIC JET RE-EQUIPMENT AND £IRFPOKRT DEVELGCIPMENT

Statement by the Prime Minister. the Rt.fon. R.G. Menzies

The Prime Minister, Mr., Menzies, announced today
a programme of airport development througnout Australia which
will a2llow the introduction of jet aircraft to Australials
internal air routes after July, 196k,

The airport prograrme involves construction of a
ncw Melbournc airport at Tullamarine, a now international
passenger terminal building and other major devcelopment works
at Sydncy airport in acddition to runway cxtensionc alrcady
approved, and important airvort works clsewhere throughout
Australia requiring a total expenditure of about £30 million
in the next five years,

Mr, Mcnzics said the Government nad approved the
purchase of two heavy jet airliners cach by Trans-Australia
Airlines and Ansett/A.N.A, and expccted to be advised of the
airiines! posiiive aircrarit sclections after November 18th,

Both airlines had indicated to the Government that
they preferred to introduce heavy rather than light jet airliners.

The airport programne will bring the all-time total
Cormonwealth airport expouditure at Sydney to about £20 nillion
and at Melbournc to about £17 million.,

Mr, Menzices said thc ncw Melbourne airport at
Tullanarine would be develceped for international and doriestic
jet traffic by 1967 on the 5,000-acre site already acquired by
the Government for approximately £2.,3 miliion,

The new sirport wculd nave two runways, 8,000 fect
and 7,000 feet long, with high-speed turnouts from runways to
increase traffic capacity, taxiways, aprons and a modern
terninal building to accommodate both international and domestic
traffic, The project would irclude the usual engincering and
other services and the airport wculd be equipped with the nost
nodern air navigational facilities, including high intensity
lighting and instrument landing systens,

Runways and aprons would be designed to handle the
hecaviest aircraft types contemplated for civil airline operations
throughcut the world,

Mr. Menzics said that the Governnment had acquired
a large area of land at Tullamarine and overscas airport cxperts
who had seen the site werc unanimcus that it was ideal to scrve
a developing citye.

The runways planned for the airport could be adapted
if nccessary to meet future traffic demands., While Essendon
Airport remained in operation, the new runways could be used
in co-ordination with the existing runways at Essendon and the
Tvllanarine-Fssendon Airport complcex would in fact provide a
rmultiple runway system which would be operated under a single
Air Traffic Control unit.
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Mr, Menzies szid the Govermacnt had approved the use
of Besendon by domestic jet aircraft as un interinm measure until
Tullardarine wes completed. Jet aircraft operations would have to
ncet any reeessary restrictions at tne airport.

He said that with the £5 million alrecady spent at
fissendon and the acguisition of the Tullamarine site for ncre
than £2 million, the works now approved would bring Commonvealth
cxpenditure on Melbouvrne'ls airport facilities to nore than
£17 nillion,

Mr., Menzics said the new international terninal area
at Sydney Airport would be designed to handle not only the
existing large international jet airliners, but also more advanced
airliners which night be expected to use the airport later,

The new terminal area requircd tine construction of
a now international terminal with the necessary aprons, taxiways,
and other facilities, It was planncd to be in operation by

1968,

The new Sydney terriinal arca would cost about £4
r1illion, and this was additional tc the cost of extending the
airport?s north-south runway into Botany Bay which would bring
the Commonwcalth cxpenditure on Sydney airport to approximately
£20 nillion,

Mr,Menzies gaid the major domestic coperators had
recently moderniscd their Sydney Airport terminal buildings,
These would remain in operation for some ycars,

He said tihe new international building would have
every modern emenity and be a werld-class international air
terminal, Sydney was served by nine intcernaticnal airlines and
the new terminal would be designed to neet the foresceable dcomands
of air traffic growth,

The Sydncy Airport prograummc meant that Sydney would
have runways of 8,300 feet and 7,500 feet,

Mr., Menzics said that the benefits of the introduction
of heavy jet airliners by the dcmestic airlines would not be
confined to air travellers on the trans-continental and other
blue-ribbcn trunk routes. As the jets went into service on major
air routes sonie Electra and Viscount airliners would be available
for introduction on otheir doresvic services and this would result
in a gencral improvenent in airline services tarcughout the
entire demestic nctwork, This would involve considerable airport
works that would be carried out over the next three years,

These included runway and apron developments at
tdelaide, Hobart, Mount Isa, Kalgoorlie, Townsville, Lac and
Coolangatta, as wcll as at Launceston wiere the Govermnent had
already approved an airport runway and building development
prograrme which would cost more than £1 milliorn, These works
would be in addition to the normal airport development prograrne
which cost the Commonwealth between £1.5 nillion and £2 nillion
a year, and included a wvery substantial anountv granted to Local
Authorities under the Aerodrome Local Ownership 2lan,

This plan, introduced by the Governmert in 1957 and
alrcady accepted by rmore than cne hundred Local Authorities
throughout Australiay provided for grants by the Comnmenwealth of
50 per cent, towards the cost of the developnent and maintenance
of airports owned and operated by local autnoritics,
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After November 13, woth airlines woulid be free %o
apply to the Minister for vaLL Awlatlon, Senator Shane rPaltridge,
for permission to order the heavy jet airvcrait of taeir 1nd"v1duﬁl
choices

The Government, ao vet, had no positive indicaticn
from either airliine of g“oi ance for any one of the three
available aircraft in this classo

The aircraft were the British~built de Havilland
Trident, the American Boeing 737 and tne Trench Caravelle 10A,

It was rccognised that rczardless of the type, or
types, sel ectcc, the new jots would be introduced by two
experienced airlines cach with a finc record for the efficicent
introduction to service of new airliirers,

Mr, Menzies said both 2irlinces had indicated that
they would wish to purchase smaller jet airliners at a later
stage of their re-equipment programmes, These jets would pe
a Viscount replacenient snd, cn present indications, both airlines
showed a preference fer the Britisn twin-jet aiviiner, tac
BAC One-BElcven, FHowever, they had rado it clear that they would
21sc consider tnc French Caravello €R, the Dutch F28 and the
Lnerican Douglas 2086,

Mr, Menzies said the Governiment decisicn on aomestic
jet ee-cquipment and the major airport crogramme it nade nccessary
verc an indication of the importanc role of efficient air
transport in a developing contincent, Aviation has madc an
essential contributicn tc Australian 1ifc and the introduction
of rodern jet aircraft te our demcsticy as well as internaticnal,
air routes was in character with Australia's 10le as one of
the major aviation cocuntries of tae world,

CANBERRA,
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15th November, 1952,




