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SPEECi BY [HE PRIME MINLSTER, [HE RT. HO:{. R.G.

MENZIES, AT JidiSH AR MEMO ALE CANB=RRA, ON

Sir, ladies and jentlemen,

There are a couple of aspects of today's proceedinzs that I
would like to mention right away. The first is that 1 was told
sesterday that my Ifriend, Mr. Smith, had devoted a fortnight to
preparing a magnificent spsech and {hat Mr. Hoffman was coming back
from abroad just in time to deliver it, wWell that turned out to be a
gloomy prophesy.

lhe sucond fact that I want to mention to you is that this
morning, into my office, came, among others, the Chief Raboi, Rabbi
drodie, +ho has, I redret to tell you, a formidable memory because he
reminded ne thaé 10 years ago I made a speech in his presence on an
occasion nol entirely dissimilar to this and, what's worse, he
rozemdered what 1 had said, Now this, of course, is most embarrassing
bacause no doubt on tiat occasion 1 said all thal I had to sayy and
tne trouvle is that he remembers it and thorefore, perhaps, I can't

say it again, That wes an ocoasion vhen we wWare celebratin: a very
notanle event in the history of the rustralian Jewish com:unity in
Melbourne. My old friend daron Snider will no doubt remember it very
+ell, 1 had a few vords to say on that o:casion, as 1 hive today.

Here we are on a splendid site -~ we're :0'nz to have a
Synagoguc, a community centre - strategically placed next door to the
Presbyterians. That's very s.tisfactory to me, very sutisfactory.
(taughter) Jut <hen 1 looked at the book 2f the words that I was
glven I was really surprised to find that the total Jewish canmunity
in Canberra numiered 160 people, somsthing around 100 adult p=rsons.
sow that 1s a very small number in a city of 55,000 or 57 « And in
those circumstances one mizht not have been surprised to find that this
relative handful of people, anxious though they might be - :.nd properly
80 - to prescrve the :ymbofs and practice of their ancient {aith
anxious though they might be to provide ror their children a truining,
a bringing-up in that faith and in its educational methods, said,
"doll' sorry, out it can't oe dono% there ure 8o faw of 18%, Jut they
weren't deterred by the ract that they were so {ew. They made, what
I will slways believe to be one of the most imaginative de:isions made
in recent years in this place, They said, "This 13 the capital of
Austra.ia, This will 30 on :srowing and Jrowing in numbers and in
importance, and we must set out to impress upon the conscience of the
Jewish community all over Austrslia how important it i3 that there
should be, in this place, a shrine znd a school and 3 place af maeting®.

Now this was a m:gnificent and imaginative concejtion, It is
a matter of :reat satisfaction to me, and I'm sure to 111 of you, to
realige how it was seized upon as an im.;inative idea by ;. -ople of the
Jewish comrunity all over ‘ustralia. The result is that :1oday we have
the privileje of being present at the laying of a .tone, at the
bezginning of a building, at the ve_inning of a cintre, <hich will some
day cater for the needs, not of 160 people but, I imagine, of thousands
of people in u great, torsard-looking, national capital.

Now, S5ir, I think that that i{8 a splendid idea. ‘'nd because
it 13 a splon&id idea 1 hope that all over iustralia people of your
conmunity will rally to it, und be proud of it, and do so-ething for
ity and that ,eople not oi your cammunity wili have enouzh imazination
to see the significance of it, and, in their turn, lend their aid,

lend their recognition, lend ihoir encoura_ement for something thut has
such great spiritual and educational significunce in ‘ustralia,
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There is just one other thing that I would like to say to
you and it is this., The fact that here we are at the beginning of the
construction of a Synagogue, a school, a centre, is not to be taken as
meaning that the Jowish community in Kustralia }eols that 1t is
something apart. That 1s not truej any more than the cxietence over
the road here of the Burns Club means that the Scottish community f{eel
they are something apart. Now as a man of Scots origin I have never
thought that we were something apart; I've just thought that we were
in the business, but rathor better. (Laughter) ./nd that is the
whole approach,

Here is a community not, I'm happy to say, torn asunder by
racial dispute, by disputss of roiigion. Here is a community in which
I'm happy to say 1 find, overvhelmingly, a broad tolerance, a broad
sense of the common aim that we all have to leave a better country than
wve found, In such a country it isn't right to suppose that some of
these old things thzt occur in an old world, and in a worsc world, are
being g::potuatod. If 8 Jow in Australia devoted himself entirely to
the retrospective study of aneient history and medieval history he
could find much to sorrow about, much persecutiony much deprivation of
rights, much deprivation of liberty. All those things are part of
history; but they are not part of Australia. e have the great
pleasure, the great honour, the privilage that puts responsibility upon
us to live in a country in which all th:t history is forgotten, a
country in which we are not anti anybody, but pro somebody: torn
asunder politically »y partlies engaging every now and then in the
luxury, if you care to look at it that way, of elections. This is
very spirited; this divides all churches, all schools of thought,

But when 1t ocomes to the basic element there Ls no deceant Australian
who vorries about somebody‘else's derivation of racs, somebody else's
religious adherence; on the whole, he prefers to have a man of faith,
even though it be not his faith, to a man of soepticism and unbelief,
Therefore e can all mcet here whoever we may be, to whatever church
ve may subscribe, happy and proud to think that once more in the
history of Canberra we are attending the setting up of a symbol of
faith, of hope, und, as I believe, of charity,

3ir, it 13 a very rezt privilec:e for me, and for my wife,
to be pressnt here this afternoon, It has been a particular pleasure
for me to reney my acqiaintance with the Chief habdi., And 1f 1 am
still around somewhere in znothir 10 yearst time I shall look forward
to maeeting him and we can put our feat up and, on that occasion, recall
with zreat advantage the speechcs that wo have never made. (ipplause)




