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PRINE MINISTER'S FRESS AND T.V, CONFERENCE

LONGON _ATRPCRY, 2kth APRIL, 1950,

T,V, INTERVIEWS

L.I.V.

Quegtion: Do you feel that there is any influence the Commonwealth
Prime Ministers can bring to bear on the situation in South Africa?

Answer: Well, I doa't know but I think the talks the Commcnwealth
Prime iiinisters will have with each oiber and the representvative of the
Prime Ministor of South Africa cannot fall to do scme good because they
will increase our knowledge, They may have an effect on both sides,

I don't mean by that that I think there ought to bs talks in the full
Confurence, We never have gone in for that kind of thing in the pasi
and frankly I hope we won't in future because the moment you get to that
ycu get to the point where you have resclutions and votes, and we hawve
never had thoso,

Questicn: Do you feel that there are any steps tnat the Ccmmonwealth
countries can take which might have some eifsct on this tursatening trade
war in Europe bstwzen the Coummon Market and the Pires Trade Arca?

Answer: This problem of the Seven and the Six is much too com-
piicated to lend itself to the half winuts flashy gencrailsation and
I'm not going to make cne,

AlL right, we'll gkip that one,

Question: Australia has a big sbhake in the Woomera Rocket Range, What

efrfoct will the abandoument of the Blue Sticek have?

Ancswen: Well, we have every reason to believe that there will be

a corsiderable amount of work for it to do and for a conciderabls tims to
come, If in fact it turns cutbt thas the apparatus could be used for
purposes of space research thore might be no reducing offect on cperaticns
of Woomera at all, It might be scme increasing rosulis, Bul you don't
want to exagrurate our trouble in this matter ~ if theve is o trouble.

Our contribution to Woomera has been substuntial but Cueat B:ifain's
contribution has been a biggor one, you know, and any losses involved in
the change of direction - the losses will primarily fhll on this country,

unession: Are you happy about Commonwzalth defence as long as we don't
have a long range missile of oux own?

Answer: Well, you are now asking me a question again which couldn'%
possibly be answered in under half an hour, Have we half an hour? (o)
You had belter just write me down as being not unhappy.

Question: Could I put it in another wey - do you think the Common-
wealth ought to have a long range wissile?

Answer: Now you are asking me a question that relates almost entirely
$o the Govermment of this Country and I thirk I've heard in my travels
that there is gaing to be a debate, I am not in it,

Thank you very much indeed, sir,
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B,B.,C.
uestion: Mr, iienzies, you are on record as saying that you

believe the South African situation is a domestic one and not ons for
discussion by the United Nations, but how do you fesl about its being
discussed at the forihcoming Prime Hinister's Conferenna?

Answar: I would hope that it was not discussed as a set item in
a formal session of the Conferorce, becauss if that were to cccur there
would inevitably be some divisions of opinion, and these wculd becoms
masters of notordely, porhaps mattsrs of rescluiion, wotings - we have
never had votes in the Prime Miniastsrs® Conference., W®e ave a wondsx-
ful body, We have no »ules, no votes, pleanty of discussion, and cut of
it all there ewerges a common accepted view about scmething or thore
doesn't, and if there is no common accepted view on a particular problem
then nothing is said publicly whatever, But at the same time D suwe
that other Prime Ministers like mvselif are looking forward to discussions
with the representative of South Africa in owdar to becouws bettor iufoemad
ag to what goes on, It is very easy to talk aboeut their poiicy, very
easy to be rather ill-informed about it, I have never wrefessed to

und .. zatand othor pzople's policies frightfully well, I have all the
warld's trouble in understanding my own. [ want to learn;, I wunt to
understand, and if in a private way I disagree with somcining ihen I am
able to =say it in a private way.

Question: Don't you feel that open discussion of tha situation at

the Conforence might give soma encouragsment to the wore moderate elements
amongst the South African Government supporters?

Answer: Nothing could persuade mo this ought to be listed for

discussion in forml sezssion of this Frime Miuisters' Conference, I can
see nothing but harm coming from it,

Question: Do you think if it were listad for aiscussion it cculd
result in Souih Africa leaving the Commonwsalti?

Answer: That ils of course a purely speculative matter but thoere
are sore things which if they are allowed to happon in the formal
proceedings of the Prime Ministers' Conforense my - I erphasisc my =
have a damaging effect on the whole structure,

Question: One of the leading Nationalis} papexs in South Africa
envisages & situation wihereny South Africa cduid become what they call the
Polecat of the warld, Weuld we necessarily want a Pdlecat in the Comacn-
wealih house?

Anzwex: I don't think that is a question that I ocught to be asked
1o answer because of course that assumes something about pclecats, doesn't
it? I have ro comment,

Question: To changs the subject, sir, how do you feel about the
abandonment of the rocket Blue Streak?

Answer: Well, the Prime Minister was good enough to send out to

vs the First Sea Lord so that we might be put in possession of all
technical and military considerations which had led them to their con-
clusions. We found nothing which we could object to in those conclusions,
and that being so those conclusions ought to be put into effect,

Thank you very much, sir,
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THE PRISS
Question: Mr, Prime Minister, could you tell us vhat you think of
David Sheppard's decision not to play against the South Africans?
Answer: I regeet it,
Question: Can you re-state for us Austiralia's attitude to the

South African situation?

Ansvec: The attitude of the Australian Governeent was stated by
me on two occasions in the House of Representatives,; and what I said
amounts to this, We rogard the problem of the racial policies existing
in South Afxica as matters of domestic jurisdiction, We regard them as
not being within the jurisdiction of the United Nationa by rcason of the
Domestic Jurisdiction Clause, We think also, apart altogether from the
Charter of the United Nations, that it is a very sound rule of foreim
policy not to scek to interfere in the domestic political problems of
another country, That has been our attitude and that rewmins our
attitude, As I have said, that doesn’t at all exclude tho posgsibility
of private or seml-private discussions hetween the Priwe Minister of
South Africa or his representative and myself and Mr, Nash and Mr, Mac-
millan and whoover else wants to have discussions, I want to have thenm,
I am very anxious to know more than I know now, I seew to be in a bit
of a minority, Most people seem to thirk they know all about what goes
on in South Africa, Not a dark shadow of doubt in their minds at all,
But I don't belong to that happy band, I weould like to have an oppar-
tunity of discussing their policies but, as ycu know, not as a matter

of farmality,

People ought to remember that there have been previous
occasions when suggestions were made that a particular topic that involved
a Conmonwealth country oar countries ought 10 be listed, Kashmir wus
one but it wasn't listed, That was a problem which was produciung
tension between two great members of the Commonwealth, It was never
listzd. It was discussed privately, 4And if a matter of that kind,
with ull its possibilities and involving as it did flatly different

views on the part of two identified nations, if that were not to be listed,

how does it come about that we list far discussion a matter which affects
South Africans in South Africa but which after ail we think is their
business,

Question: I was just going to ask yo, lr, Menzies, if you can say
that you personally dislike Apartheid?

Answar: I have made it clear in Parliament, and I am sorry ibat
I have to meke it clear here, when I speak publicly I speak as Prime
Minister and@ on behalf of the Government and therefore I don't permit
myself the luxury of private views,

Question: There was a statement made today, Ix, Menzies, that Russia
has supplied submarines to Indoncsia with trained crews, Have you

had any confirmation that this is true, and have you had any cancern
over it?

inswar: I have had no cafirmation of that at all,

But it is quoted..e.vv..us

Oh well, if you had a brother, would he like cheese? Thot is tco
hypothetical far me,




uestion: dir, Menzies, a question on New Guinea, The Dutch are
now talking in terms of offering self-determination to New Guinea in
something like ten years, Does this speeding up of New Guinea's
political development surprise you?

Answer: I have no official confirmation of the preposition you
have just referred to, I know that there has besn an idea floating
around, We think it is impossible to state a timetable on these
matters, Ve think that the test will be in the long xun what stage

of development have the people reached., That is the thing that deter-
mian _:: the question of self~detcrmination on their part. I don't think
one ought to assume thot the Dutch have really varitten dovm a specific
timetable, I have roead about it in the Press but that dcesn't piove
much,

It was announced in the House,..

Well, I wasn't there, I didn't hear it, Anyhow Mr, Hasluck is coming
over here and no doubt he will have some talks with them,

Quastion: Have you any plans for going to The Hague on this visit?
Answer: No,

Question: What visits will you bo making on the Continent, Ix, Menzics?
Answor: I doubt whether I will make any, It looks as if Paris

might be a bit crowded after we finish our Conference here, No, I have
no plans for going to the Continent, I have just come from Geneva,

Quostion: May I take it from that, Mr, lenzies, thot yocu will not be
poing to Paris as certain suggestions have bezn made that you would go to
Paris?

Answer: Really!  Well, I didn't know about them, I haven't noticed
any of the big shots making them.

Question: ¥r, Menzies, lir, kacmillan has said that the winds of change
are blowing through South Africa, How do you see the future in Scuth
Africa?

Answer: I moke no cameent on that, I will be much better informed
on that matter when I have had an opportunity of talks with the represent-
ative of South Africa at this Conference,

Question: Mr, Menzics, what do you feecl about the Korean situation?
Answer: I suppose it might be permittcd for me to say that I an

not surprised full stop, Where's my adviser on External Affairs? I think
that's permissible, don't you, lick?

Question: ir, Menzies, what is your policy with regard to recognising
Red China?

Answer: We don't recognise Red China,

Question: Do you intend to in the ncar future?
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Answer: I know of no prospect of that policy being changed, It is
elementary, of couwrse, I can say that now but somebody else may have
different views in future, But we have nothing befure us to suggest
any change in the present policy,

Question: Sir, is a visit to the Qucen before the Wedding on the 6th
listed in yowr programue?

Lnsvor: I don't know, I now that I am dovm to have an audlence with
her some day. I think it is quite early in the Conference, isn't it?

But whether it is before or after the Wedding ~ does that mtter very much?
Is that very importent? What point aro you going to make of it? It
will have all the time and novelty to me whcn you mke it,

Question: Retwning to Africa, sir - do you see the South . frican
situation causing a Commonwealth split?  With tho coloured nutilons being
separated from the vhite?

snswer:  Look, I am not going to say any more on that subject becausec
uriylhing thet anybedy sayson that at this time is not very helpful to the
Comncnvrealth, Lets get together, and let us huve this great opparturdty
for meeting each other, directly and personaily,

Question: Have you anything to say, sir, on the prospects of a Summit
success?

Answee:  No, nothing to say on that,

Question: Mr, Nash was quoted in Houscow ycsterday as saying that hoe was
sure that Mr, Kruschev wanted peacsful co-existence and disarmament,

Lnswer: Well, if hc turns out to be right, this Conference has a wonder-
ful opportunity of being productive,

uestion: Are you able to discuss any subjects which you yourself will
raise al the Prime Ministers' Conference?

Answer: No, I am not very talkeative sbout these things before they
happen.

Well, we are trying hard.
I xnow,

Questicn+ How long are you here for?

Ansyer: Three or four weeks, I think, I have to go and do a lecture
at Cambridge.

Question: On what?
hnswer: On the changing Commoniealth,

Question: Will you fit in some cricket then?

Answer: No, I would like to see them once but I don't know whether
T will be able,




