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8ir, « I alvays bezin by sayihg "8ir" because like my friend
Mr. Kelly I find that 1f I don't, I am bound to forget somebody - the
first thing I wvant to establish with you is a feeling of sympathy for
me, bescause when I have said a few words to you I have to press a but-
ton -~ it's here. I take it for grunted that in an efficient industry
of this kind 1t will work, (Lt:gtor) When one presses a button at
Canberra the "Division bells" g, (Laughter) but on this oceocasion
:::)nm else will happen which vhl. oslebrate the opening of the

£3e

NBow the first thing that I wvant to is of a somevhat
frivolous kind, I fear, but I've heard about baby foods for half a
day nov., The room appears to be heavily lined with theam. whenever I
see ay wife sitting with her jrowing band of small grandohildren I
find her soooping mysterious messes out of tins and putting them into
the unsuspecting mouth of the little child, and I gather from all this,
that this really does the trick. In faot, Mr, Edgzell, the second Mr,
Bdgell, I thought, Jot in a plecs of protiy smart advertising about
these ﬁabw b o Bverybody nodded, exospt my friend Ross down there,
who is a ocompetitor and who seemed me to have a slight attack of
the palsy at that moment, (Laughter)

But what Iwant to say to you is thiss Have a j00d look at
dqus Xelly, and then have a good look at Tony Luchotti, Also have a
good look at me, Do you know we didntt have any of these baby foods
when we vere young. {(Laughter) Think of what is z0ing to happem to
the next Jeneration: Thay will be a race of giants and that is, of
ocourse, nation-bullding in literally a big way.

Sir, there are two aspeots of the eoconomis development of
our aountry oh I think are sometimes overlooked and are worth men-
tioning on an cocasion like this,

The first cf them is that we have not yet, I think, tden
sufficient pride in the romantic stories of achieveunent by men who
began some g new, who took all the risks, who had the spirit of
enterprise and who built up somethin; sreat and useful, Here
we have today a perfect example of it in the case of the Edgell iknter-

rises, Mr, Edgell, the Chairman, I thou;ht,t;foks with prohrr pride,

t with some l1ittle modesty about his own oontribution to this matter.,
Who would have supposed in 1926 that anything like this sould have
ocourred, not only here, dut elsewhsere in Australia, Nobody would
have droamed of it. Whon he 3 to you about "canning®” and the
dovolommt of "canning” and the early stazes of it, he might very
well t for his modesty, have told you that he, with vhat today
would appear to be a very modest sum of money, atter the first vorld
wvar, went over with, {n effeaot, his Jratuity, his allowanoes, and began
to work in canning factories in the United States, 30 that he might
learn himself, through his own hands and through hls own mind what
ought to be done sbout it,

Fow this is something that exhibits couraze and imagination
and as a family enterprise it has found every unit in it filled with
the same spirit. And here today I have the Jreat honour, and my wife
has the great honour, of being here at an opening vhich marks another
big "‘“ﬁ,"‘ the history of an enterprise which is already, of oourse,
a household name in Australia, We want to be proud of these things,

I never 4id manage to et very much respect in my nind for some man
who, by a proocess of speculation, lucky or otherwise, made & vast
fortune, but I have an unqualified admiration for pesople who have been
constyructive, who have built up great things in Australia, Look what
this family history has done for this delightful oity of Bathurst,

for this distriet, for this State,

One ocould point to a dozen instances Jjust like that of simi-
lar developments in other branches of industry, beginning with nothing,




2.

exoept a high spirit, plenty of intelli enoe, pienty of imagination
and unlimited dete tion and we, who are {hn benoficliaries to these
thinis, ought to acknowledge that Sonct‘it, I think, and treat such
developaent with the respect that they are ontitlo& to, They are in-
deed ocharacteoristic of iustralian history and nobody can ever under-
stand the economic growth of this country unless he J0es and sceks to
understand the life story and the life endeavours of human beings.
Now that 1 think is somethin; that I hope :ives you pridej; it in-
variably ;ies me both pride and pleasure. There is plenty of room in
this country, thank God, for young »le of enterprise, plenty of
doors to be opened and plenty of achisvements to be made,

The other aspect of our economic hisntory wvhich comes within
the span of my own lifotime is thise it isn't so long i;0 that it was
the acoepted theory that there was some inovitable conflict between
the interests of the mar on the land and the interests of the manufao~-
turer., We were told when I was a boy that either you were in favour
of secondary industry or you were in favour of the farmer and you
couldn't be in favour of both. This sorry nonsenie has been long
since diaproved, bot never could it be more eloquently disproved than
on an ocoasion of this kind, because, you 3se, the great significance
of today is that the man who grows tt'u.ng;s - whether 4t 48 asparagus
or green peas, or carrots, or whatsver it may be - finds himself able
to dispose of those things quite noarh{ home to a processing works
which is a se industry and which has the enormous advantage of
detting its materials at the source und fresh and ,cod, At the same
time 1t gives Lo him 4 steady market and a sroving market for what he
produces, And rignt next to it s the [actory of Containers Ltd., a
factory of a kind vhiech one would normally, years a;o, huve expec
to 'ind 4in a oity =nd nowhere else., but here it is, choek hy Jjowl
with this one, 80 thit we have pure secondary 1ndus£ry, a food proe
cessing indus and the Jrowing industry of the country, all brought
together into one compass, This is the most eloquent proof that the
old idea of inevitable division was a false one.

For myself I am very delighted because I stood, not in this
room of course, but in one of the others, a long time ago - scmebody
told me and I hope 1t isn't true, that if was 19 years ago - and there
was no hint of a can-making factory at that time, There was no hint
of this enormous expansion. I looked at it as something of great
intorest, somethinz rather odd to find in, what I hope I may say with
respect 1s, a provincial City, not one of the great cities of the
metropolis, and yet this Mh has gone on, Row that, a:amin, 18 a
matter of ense satisfaction.

But theye are other causes for our satisfaction today. I
bezan by some light.hearted remarks, at least I intended them to be
light-hearted, about baby foods, Now my wife, naturally - it's in-
evitable in the oourse of nature -~ understands more about babies than
I doy, und she has had a fair experience of them, including as I said
nov, some grandchildren « half a doasen of them - and she has travelled
a great deal, not only over the length and breadth of this ocountry
but around a z004 deal of the world and she made a very good point to
me today as we were walking about. She saids "You lnow, vhen you
consider the hardships, the difficulties that so many hundreds of
thousands, or perhaps millions of young mothers put up with 4in the
past, unable perhaps reason of where they lived or the circumstances
or transport, to get the fresh food that they would require, wvhat a
wonder thing 1t has been for mankind that this food proosssing
industry should have shown such a phenomenal growth in recent times:
food that can be relied on, food t lasts, food that can be trans-
porsod with ease, These are wonderful things for people to be able to
get%.

I have been through one or two zreat food processing
establishments in Australia and again I have a great pride in then,
because they have the highest possible standard, not only of business
efficienay but of cleanliness and of quality : the result is, that

whereas at one stage earlier in my life people had a oertain reluctance,

perhaps about some types of canned food, today it has become the
oommonplaoe of 1ife. And as the pressure of life increases so will
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the demand for goods of quality available in a propar oondition be
bound to rise,

My friend, Mr, Kelly, who has had a lot of activity in these
matters referred to the problem of decentralization. Decentralisation
is a first-class ideal., 1t is, indeed, expressing it broadly, essen-
tial - but it 1is oxtraordinsri.‘ly difficult, You cannot decentralise
an industry merely by passing an Act of Parliament, merely hy pron- 1
ouncing a Govermment policy, merely by some personal or publie
advocacy, because in the long run the hard economics of industry will
have a profound effect on where that industry is to go. Consequently,
one doesn't expect to find a great steel works hundreds of miles away
from the source of its iron and its oocal, One doesn't expect to find
heavy industries in which the handling ofproducts becomes a matter of
extraordinary cost, establishing themselves miles away from the neigh-
bourhood of the resources that they need. The zZreat thing to aim at
in decentralization is to consider always whether the nture of the
industry is of such a kind that it lends itself to snoouragement and
development outside the city areas. Here we huve, onoe more, a
splendid example.

And, of oourse, the economic advantages are not oconfined to
those that may be worked out for you by an Acocountant in black and
white, There are other advantagzes, There is one in the case of these
works, I am perfectly ocer that is the spirit of loocal pride and

of local teamwork that can exist between the employer and the employed, '
That is not so common in a big city vhere business tends to be imper-
aoxul' vhere the man lives in one placs and works in another, and it's

a day's work, It must be extremely difficult under those ciroumstances
to develop this looal pride which does produce efficienay, which does
produce a good understanding, and which does producs productivity of

the hizhest kind., But you get it in a place like this, and in an
enterprise like this., That, I think, is something which is gemuinely
an economic advantage, though it may never be capable of being
expressed in a £ s and d tabulation,

I wvas delighted, today, when I heard Mr, H.G. Edgell pay
that tribute to the people who had worked on the construction of the
machines being used in there. He wasn't onploﬁng a form of words,
you noticed; he spoke with genuine feelingj was enthusiastic about
ity bhe knew that he had a team of people and that they were working as
a e And I believe, Sir, that in long run as we beoome wiser
and wiser on these ut‘ors, if not you and I, at least our successors,
are bound to beoome wiser and wiser, even Mr, Luchetti's successor if
he ever has one (Laughter) may turn out to be wiser and wiser., But as
we all improve, we and our successors, will, I believe, discover more
and more that the true future of Australia, as a produoer, as an ex-
porter, as a oompetitor in the world, is zoing to depend more and more
upon genuine oo-operation and onthns{un and understanding in the fields
of employment, so that everybody who works in an enterprise has some
feelinyg of prldt in what it is producing, a pride in what it is doing
for his town and for his district and is therefore not an unwilllng
servant, but a willing co-operator in the task, And that spirit, I de-
teat in this ?laoo, on all sides, and I thought it was admirably ex-
pressed, as I've said, by Mr. sdgell.

Now, ladies and .;entlemen , you've had a bit of a burst of
speech-making coday and I'm going to desist, -~ I setisfy myself by say~-
ing that {t has ziven me unocommon pleasure Lo ocoume up here today, to
have a look at what goes on, to meet some of my old friends and eo moot
nev ones, in particular the Mayor, who has been most courteous and gra-
olous to’us today, And having sald that I will now perform the final
act, that i1s to say - and don't hold me blameworthy if it doesn't oomm
off - this will be one thing you can't blame me for - (Laughter) I now
declare these buildings open and I press the button,




